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From the Interim Pastor 
 
Friends, 
 
If I offered you a challenge and promised it would be fun (sort 
of, at least) would you be up for giving it a try? 

 
I guess we’ll find out :-) 
 
Over the summer months I’d like to shape our worship and the sermon time around the 
questions you’ve always wanted answered but were always unsure about asking.  Think 
of this as a kind of Confirmation Class for Grownups. 
 
No doubt you all have things you have wondered about.  Questions about faith and  
belief, about church doctrine and practice, about current issues we are struggling with 
as a community and as a society.  “Does the Bible say anything about______?”  “What 
would Jesus do when _______ happens?”  “Did Jesus really mean it when he  said 
______?”  “Do I have to believe _______ to be a Christian?”  “I don’t believe ______ 
anymore.  Is that OK?”  “Is hell for real?” 
 
We’ll call this series “Whaddya Wanna Know?”  Trust me when I say no question is off 
limits, no question is dumb, no question is inappropriate for church.  If you’re wondering 
about something, I’m game to tackle it.  See if you can ask a question that I will be 
afraid to address.  I dare you—really!  I’m only the interim pastor, remember.  You can 
afford too push me harder than you might push someone who will be around longer 
than I will. 
 
What I won’t have for you, of course, is a perfect answer to every question you might 
ask.  I’m not that smart.  And anyway, that is not the way good questions or good 
teaching works.  Sometimes a hard question gives rise to a good answer, but more 
often good questions lead to better (and sometimes more difficult) questions.  What I’m 
really hoping for here is a series of conversations that will take us deeper into the 
mystery of our faith and the complications of our life together as a church in a society 
that is struggling to hold itself together. 
 
Questions about what we know or don’t know, what we believe or don’t believe, what 
we believe and someone else doesn’t believe (and why) are doorways into a fresher, 
deeper experience of the Divine; windows through which the Pentecost Spirit blows. 
They are one way of opening ourselves to whatever God wants to be up to in our lives 
and in our community today. 
 
And really, these conversations can be just plain fun—challenging, enlightening and eye 
opening. 
 
  



So I hope you will take advantage of this opportunity to help shape the conversation 
over the summer months.  If you want your question (or questions) to be anonymous, 
write it on a piece of paper and drop it in the Suggestion Box sitting on the table in the 
entry to the sanctuary.  If you can’t wait, you can send me an email at  
bradbrookins7@gmail.com.  We have 12 Sundays between June 13 and August 29 to 
devote to this project, and I will be around for most of them.  Put on your 
thinking/wondering caps and give me something to work with. 
 
I am curious to see where you take this. 
 
Brad Brookins 
Interim Pastor 
 

 

 

 

 

CHURCH COUNCIL 

The May Church Council Meeting was held via Zoom on May 12, 
2021.  Members Present: JoAnn Geissbuhler, Roy Berrey, Fritz 
Hirsbrunner, Brandi Ruf-Wepking, Jean Stauffacher, Matt 
Ubersox, Randy Ubersox, Dave Sutherland, and Pastor Brad 

Brookins Absent: Roy Hardt and Sheila Siegler. 
  

The April minutes were approved as presented.  The Financial Report was approved as 
presented with the bill from the computer/wifi bill to be paid from the memorial account 
with Council approval. 
 

Reports:  

Pastor Report:   
• Confirmation Sunday will be June 6th  

• Summer hours begin on June 6th starting at 9:00 a.m.  

• May 23rd is Graduation Sunday  

• There is a baptism on June 4th  

• Pastor Brad is would like to meet when a group of members interested in leading 

worship periodically throughout the year.  

President Report:  

• Thank you to Joann Merriam for her years of service to the church as janitor.  

• Brandi Ruf-Webking has accepted the janitor position at the church.  

• A thank you from the Dave Ubersox family for the memorial lantern.  

• We received a letter from Tunes-n-Twilight for a sponsorship donation.  JoAnn 

forwarded the letter to the mission team.  

• The Lafayette County Dairy Breakfast will be held at Highway Dairy Farms on 

June 12, 2021  

• The OCWM goal for 2021 is $7500.    

Christian Education Committee  

• They need to plan a meeting  

Mission Team  

• Brat and Cinnamon Roll Stand was a great success this year. Thanks to all that 

helped.  
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• They will be selling cinnamon rolls on October 9th at the Lafayette County 

fairgrounds for a Spina Bifida Event.  

• The apple pie fundraiser will be back this fall.  They have reached out to the First 

Baptist Church to use the gym area due to ease of clean up.  

• The mission trip is scheduled for July 31 – August 7th.  There are 10 people 

currently sign up to go.  

EF & G Committee  
• They will be recognizing the 2020 & 2021 graduates in church on May 23rd.  

Woman’s Guild  

• A July outing is being planned  

• The monthly meetings will resume in August  

Worship Committee  

• Worship guidelines-in house and Special event guidelines were discussed.    

• JoAnn made a motion to approve the guidelines. Matt seconded; all in favor. 

Motion carried.  

• A letter and guidelines will be sent to the congregation regarding worship. The  

• Lifeline Audio Video Technologies submitted an estimate to improve our current 

internet speed, modem and headset.  Fritz made a motion to purchase this 

equipment using funds from the memorial account. Seconded by Roy B; all in 

favor. Motion carried.  

Search Committee  

• We have received some surveys back but are still waiting for some more  

• Starting to compile the profile questions  

Old Business  

• Strategic Planning o Fritz presented the following items at church  

 Value Statement  

 Vision Statement  

 Mission Statement  

 Action Plan  

• Humpty Dumpty  o Sign was tabled o They have installed a booster for the wifi.  

New Business  

• None  

  
The next Council meeting will be June 16th at 6:15pm  
 
 

 

Confirmation Sunday 
 

“I am about to do a new thing; 
now it springs forth, do you not perceive it?” 

 Isaiah 43:19 
 
Confirmation Sunday will be on June 6 this year.  Our three confirmands, Lizzy Reuter, 
Colton Ruf and Mitch Martin have chosen this day to stand before the congregation and 
confess their desire to live their lives as followers of Jesus. 
 
  



Of course they, just like the rest of us, really have no idea what they are doing or what 
they are in for.  This is because following Jesus is not something you can do by rote.  It 
isn’t a matter of reading a book, filling in the blanks and keeping the rules.  Following 
Jesus means living in the Way of Jesus—day by day and challenge by challenge.  It 
means learning to listen for his direction and doing your best to step into each new day 
with faithfulness and courage. 
 
To this end we have spent most of our time together reading and discussing Jesus’ 
parables and the stories about him in the gospels.  It was a delight to watch and listen 
as they wrestled with some of his most radical and risky teachings.  We spent the last 
few weeks of the class talking about the church and what it will mean for them to take 
their places as full and active members of the Body of Christ in Darlington. 
 
Confirmation is something like a 2 lane highway.  On this day the students confirm their 
faithfulness to Jesus, and the congregation to confirms its faithfulness in them.  Your 
job, dear church, is now to make room for them and to trust that the God who has 
blessed us over our decades is now blessing and guiding them.  The core of the faith 
delivered generation to generation does not change, but don’t expect the expression of 
the faith in this next generation to look like yours in every respect.  They can either be 
just like you, or they can be faithful to the new calling that will come to them.  But it’s not 
likely they can do both.  Don’t let that worry you. 
 
Instead, make room for the “new thing” God is doing in the world today.  Support them. 
Encourage them.  Be proud of them.  Love them.  And I promise you will not be 
disappointed. 
 
 

 
 
 

 
CONGRATULATIONS HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS 
 
Immanuel celebrated the 2020 and 2021 high school 
graduates at a special service on May 23rd.  We honor all of 
the graduates hard work as they journey to success.  

Congratulations and best wishes to the following individuals.  Class of 2020:  Michael 
Kendall, Janie Gleason, Mackenzie Reuter, Sam Meier, Alyssa Tuescher and Natalie 
Soper.  Class of 2021:  Matt Ruf, Cayden Rankin and Brandon Hardt. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
THANK YOU’S! 
We wish to thank the Merriam family for their 12 years of 
service to Immanuel as our Janitors.  We sincerely 
appreciate all of your hard work year after year.  We also 
want to personally thank Joanne for her time to train a 
new janitor. 



 
We would like to extend our appreciation for the work done by Marjean Sutherland and 
Betsy Wiegel with the computers and network upgrades at Immanuel.  The endless 
hours spent working on this project and their continual dedication has helped our church 
prepare for the future.  It is because of them we are able to continue services on 
Facebook Live as an alternative for those that cannot physically be in church.  Also, 
thank you to Joan Blaser for taking care of the graduation signs in front of the church.  
Immanuel is extremely lucky to have so many amazing women. 
 

 

 
 

 WOMEN’S GUILD NEWS  
The Women’s Guild will be having their yearly July outing 
which will be at the Darlington Country Club on July 8th at 
11:30.  Anyone who is planning on going for lunch please 
let me know as we will need to make reservations for the 
correct number of people attending.  I can be contacted 

by phone or text at 608-726-2035 or you can email me at rdloken5157@gmail.com.  For 
anyone who would like to car pool we will be meeting at the church parking lot at 11:15 
and will leave from there. 
 
Also, we will resume our normal monthly meetings on August 12th at 12:00.  The guild 
officers will provide lunch for that meeting. 
 
I look forward to seeing everyone for lunch in July and it will be great to get back to our 
normal activities at church. 
 
 

 
 
JANITOR POSITION 
We are pleased to announce Brandi Ruf-Wepking as our new janitor.  Brandi started her 
role in mid-May.  As a lifelong member of Immanuel we are happy to offer her this position. 
 
 

 
 
SUMMER WORSHIP HOURS 
Summer worship hours will begin on June 6th with worship 
starting at 9:00 a.m. 
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PASTORAL CARE 
If you know of any church member that would appreciate a 
pastoral visit, please let Janice Ruf know and she will follow 

up with the contact, or contact Pastor Brad Brookins at 608-669-2926. 
 
 

 
 
 
CHURCH FINANCIALS 
Immanuel United Church of Christ is now able to 
offer the option of online giving.  This is done 
through our Churchtrac program.  There are three 
options to give:  Credit/Debit card, ACH/Checking, 

and SMS/Text giving.  There is a small cost to IUCC to be able to do this but it is 
minimal.  The most cost effective way to give online is to do the ACH/Checking 
option.  The cost for IUCC is only $.25 a transaction.  Credit/Debit card has a cost of 
2.2% plus 30 cents for each transaction.  SMS/Text giving utilizes a credit/debit card so 
the cost would be the same.  You will be credited for your full donation and IUCC will 
pay the fee to the company.  

If you are logged into Churchtrac (https://iucc.churchtrac.com/), the donation will go 
directly into your account.  You are able to select different categories you would like 
your donation to go to.  For example, $200 donation - $180 to General Operations and 
$20 to OCWM.  The money gets directly deposited into the Church bank account.  The 
company Churchtrac uses for this is Stripe and our account is all set up with 
them.  They receive the fee for their service through the transactions that are 
completed.  The transaction will show up on your account as Immanuel UCC. There is 
a step by step process help guide that can be accessed by clicking the link at the top of 
the e-mail that was previously sent to you, or the link on our website.  

If you already have or would prefer to have your bank send your donation to the Church 
via check, that option has not changed. 

If you need any help getting this set up, please feel free to reach out to Marjean 
Sutherland at 608-482-0091 or e-mail marjeans@hotmail.com.  
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

June 1 – Adult Bible Study at 6:00 p.m. via Zoom 
June 6 – Confirmation Sunday 

Worship will start at 9:00 a.m. for the summer 
June 8 – Adult Bible Study at 6:00 p.m. via Zoom 
June 12 – Lafayette County Dairy Breakfast from 6:30 
a.m. to 10:30 a.m. at Highway Dairy Farms 

June 15 – Adult Bible Study at 6:00 p.m. via Zoom 
June 16 – Church Council Meeting at 6:15 p.m. 
June 21 – Deadline for July newsletter articles 
June 22 – Adult Bible Study at 6:00 p.m. via Zoom 
June 29 – Adult Bible Study at 6:00 p.m. via Zoom 
July 8 – Women’s Guild Outing at the Darlington Country Club at 11:30 a.m.  Meet at 
the church parking lot at 11:15 a.m. 
August 12 – Women’s Guild Meeting at noon. 

 
 

 
JUNE BIRTHDAYS  
9th  Karl  

Geissbuhler 
Mary Lindsay 

12th Karen Siegenthaler 
14th Betty Williams 
23rd Berny Ubersox 
28th Joan Blaser 

 
 

 
JUNE ANNIVERSARIES 

10th Karl & Mary 
 Geissbuhler 
14th Randy & Connie 
 Ubersox 
 Dick & Vicki Ward 
17th Scott & Tara Glendenning 
23rd Ashley & Anthony Buss 
 Larry & Daphne Milestone 
28th Roy & Pam Hardt 
30th Joanne & Dave Merriam 
 
 

 
 
Deadline for the July newsletter articles is June 21, 2021. 
  



 


