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As May comes to an end, things are getting greener but it still 
seems a little cool this spring.  We are grateful for the rain we 
have received as things are growing.  I have been thinking that 
I could share a wonderful resource that I have been using in 
my studies and in my work for sermon preparation.  Maybe it 
will be helpful for you as well. 

 
I have lots of books and lots of Bibles, but the place I always start is a website called 
Bible Gateway found at www.biblegateway.com.  It is handy because we can select 
from many Bible translations like King James and the one we use at church, the New 
Revised Standard Version or NRSV.  There were recent changes to the NRSV so if you 
are using BibleGateway, I suggest you select NRSVUE (Updated Edition). 
 
There are times when I remember the words from the King James Bible that I heard as 
a child, and it is comforting to read them again, even though sometimes it is hard 
reading.  When I am trying to understand things, the NIV or the Message Bibles allow 
me to read the same verses by very different writers.  Each of these can offer us insight 
and perspective on Scripture. 
 
But, however you read scripture, I suggest you do so daily.  The more time we spend 
studying God's word, the closer we can get to God.  Try starting with Psalm 92 and 
reading it in King James, NRSVUE, and The Message Bibles to get a taste of the 
differences we can see.  
 
May God bless all of us in the days and weeks to come. 
 
Bill Whitford 
Pulpit Supply Pastor 
 

 

 

 

 

CHURCH COUNCIL 

The May Church Council Meeting was held on May 18, 2022.  
Members present: JoAnn Geissbuhler, Fritz Hirsbrunner, Sheila 
Siegler, Nancy Slama, Jean Stauffacher, Dave Sutherland, 
Randy Ubersox.  Absent: Brandi Ruf Wepking, Roy Berrey, Kerry 

Black.  
 
Review and Repair of the Agenda: items added to Old and New Business.   
The Council approved the April minutes as presented.  
Reports 

Financial Report - approved as presented. 
Pastor Report - passed as there was not a pastor present.  

http://www.biblegateway.com/


President Report - The City of Darlington Police are requesting 4 names of 
those who can be called in the case of emergency to the building. Nancy Slama, Sheila 
Siegler, Randy Loken (as building and grounds head) will be on the list.  Roy Hart will 
be asked if he would help in this area as well.  JoAnn will care for approving and 
sending the form back to the Police department.  
The room behind sanctuary has a fire exit door and there has been found things 
blocking this door.  Sign ordered and will be posted on the door in the room and an 
announcement will be made in the Newsletter.  
Building Use Forms were discussed.  Since we have been away from the building for a 
couple years, put reminder in the next newsletter reminding all about the policy on 
building use and form requirement.  The forms are online or in the church office in the 
small green binder and once completed can be given to any council member. 

Christian Education Committee - Summer Bible School – still waiting to hear 
back from Nick.  

Building and Grounds Committee – Randy gave an update on parking lot 
clean-up and repair.  Randy Ubersox, Fritz Hirsbrunner, and Sheila Siegler replaced 6 
rotten ties, cut down shrub and cleaned all gravel/dirt from west side of lot.  
Randy will spray the stumps and when dead rock will be brought in to finish.  
Need quote for seal coating and line painting.  
Sink downstairs is awaiting a callback from plumber. 

Mission Team - Jean reported the next mission trip will be July 30 – August 5, 
2023. Cinnamon roll/brat sale was a success. 

EF & G Committee – Update was given.  
Endowment Committee – Update was given 
Pastor-Parish Committee – Fritz reported Bill’s contract has been extended thru 

August 2022.  
Search Committee – JoAnn reported the candidate being interviewed was no 

longer a candidate due to financial limitations. 
 
Old Business 

Humpty Dumpty – The Council approved raising compensation for use of the 
building by $130.00 per month for the August 31, 2022 to May 31, 2023 school year, 
Administrator of Humpty Dumpty is in agreement and thought the raise fair.  

Parsonage - Update given. 
Evaluations - Update given with meeting in near future to discuss.  
Church Bell repair – Fritz has the motor out and is being looked at it. More to 

come. 
 
New Business 

Green Burials – discussion held. JoAnn will respond to the person inquiring. 
Handicap Parking – two placards found will be placed on cones and put on curb 

during gatherings.  A reminder will be put in the next newsletter reminding of our 
handicapped spaces for those needing to park close.  There are only 2 spaces and folks 
can still be dropped off at the door as well. 

Pastor Salary/Budget – Continues to be discussed. 
Life Line Quote – this is for a new projector/speaker/screen. This will be kept in 

mind for the future. 
 
The next Council meeting will be June 15th at 6:15pm  
 
 

 



 
SEARCH COMMITTEE UPDATE 
Your Search Committee is still working diligently on finding 
a pastor for IUCC.  Our profile was published on July 28, 
2021.  We have received 37 pastoral candidate profiles 
over the last 10 months.  Once we receive a profile, we 

reach out to the candidate to see if they would be interested in IUCC.  Out of the 37 
profiles:  27 were not interested or did not feel it was a good match, three asked to be 
taken off the search list, two were already called to another Church and three the 
committee did not feel they were a good match for us.  We have interviewed two 
candidates. The first one decided it was best to look for a church closer to their family.  
The second one we interviewed twice and were hoping to meet in person but we were 
unable to come to terms financially. 
 
Please keep the committee in your prayers and remember that we are on God’s time 
and we will continue to be patient to find the right candidate for our wonderful 
congregation. 
 
 

 
 

 
CONGRATULATIONS HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS 
Immanuel celebrated the 2022 high school graduates at a 
special service on May 22nd.  We honored the graduates for 
all their hard work to get to this point in their lives.  
Congratulations and best wishes to the following individuals, 

the Class of 2022:  Mariah Kendall, Natalie Jenson, and Abigail Reuter.  We wish you 
much success as you continue your life journey. 
 
 

 
 
 
THANK YOU! 
I would like to thank my church family for all the cards, 
remembrances and prayers that I have received since my 
fall.  It means so much.  Your kindness will not be 
forgotten. 
 

Thank you all, 
Kathryn Geissbuhler 

 

 
 

An invitation from United Church Camps, Inc. (UCCI) 
 
The UCCI mission statement declares we will love God, all others, and 
the earth by providing sanctuary, practicing hospitality, and performing 

ministry.  Moon Beach, Daycholah Center, and Cedar Valley are sacred places meant 
for you! 



 
UCCI offers camps, retreats, and other gatherings year-round for all ages, varied 
interests, and faith backgrounds.  We invite you to enjoy time away and the opportunity 
to connect deeply with God, nature, and each other in this loving and accepting 
community. 
 
A former guest/volunteer describes this community perfectly.  "When I am at camp, I 
can tune out much of the rest of my life.  I immerse myself in the place and the people, I 
develop deeper relationships with people than would be possible at a church coffee 
hour or business meeting.  We talk around the fire or read together in silence.  I am 
surprised by how easily I can talk with just about anyone as they share their lives with 
me.  There is trust and a willingness to risk revealing ourselves to each other." – J.W. 
 
Go to ucci.org to discover event offerings, staff and volunteer opportunities, and more 
resources.  Connect with UCCI via their email newsletter and social community on 
Facebook and Instagram. 
 
The IUCC Council made the decision to pay for any member young or old who is 
interested in attending camp.  All pertinent information can be found at www.ucci.org.  
You can register on line or mail in.  These camps do fill up quickly so do not delay.   
 
You will need to contact IUCC Treasurer Betsy Wiegel at 608-370-3502 for 
reimbursement of the camp fees or you may give the registration to her and she will 
send in payment. 
 
Take a look at what this outdoor ministry has to offer – it may be just what you need!! 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 WOMEN’S GUILD NEWS  
The Women’s Guild meeting was held on May 19th.  The 
following items were discussed: 

1. Envelopes for janitor’s fees are in the back of the Church.  We are still taking 
donations. 

2. Women’s Guild will make a $1,000.00 donation to the General Fund for Humpty 
Dumpty day care improvements. 

3. July 14th the Guild will be going to the Country Club for lunch.  Meet at the church 
at 11:30 if you are interested in going.  Everyone is welcome. 

4. There will be no coffee hour starting May 29th through September 11th. 
5. Women’s Guild will be holding a Chili Supper and Bake Sale October 26th. 
6. The June 9th meeting will be a trip to the Library following a noon lunch. 

 
The next Guild meeting will be June 9, 2022 at noon. 
 
 

 
 

https://ucci.org/
https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/su/nehlN4i/newsletter
https://www.facebook.com/UnitedChurchCampsInc
https://www.instagram.com/unitedchurchcampsinc/
http://www.ucci.org/


 
 
THANK YOU! 
Thank you to everyone that helped make our 1st Mother’s Day 
Pancake Breakfast a success.  A Special Thank You to Matt and 
Jolene Ubersox for their donation of sausage links and cupcakes.  

Also to Steve Siegler with his pancake making expertise.  Roy Berrey for guiding the 
kids in singing a song during church.  Pulpit Supply Pastor Bill for the last minute 
children’s sermon.  Madisyn Heim for the beautiful Mother’s Day tribute video.  The 
Hinderman and Lewin Families for their helping hands and delicious cookies.  And last 
but not least, all of you that donated and attended our breakfast. 
 
Thank you all so much.  We are blessed to have such a supportive group of members. 
 

Brandi Ruf Wepking 
Sunday School Superintendent 

 
 

 
 
 
STRENGTHEN THE CHURCH 
The Strengthen the Church (STC) Offering reflects 
the shared commitment of people across the 
United Church of Christ to cooperatively build up 
the UCC.  Conferences and the national setting 
equally share the gifts given by members and 

friends through their local congregations.  The funds raised support leadership 
development, new churches, youth ministry, and innovation in existing 
congregations.  By your generosity to this offering, you build up the Body of 
Christ. 
 
As God calls our congregations to be the church in new ways, your generosity will plant 
new churches, awaken new ideas in existing churches and develop the spiritual life in 
our youth and young adults.    
 
If you are willing to give to Strengthen the Church – Please note that on your donation.  
There also will be envelopes available in the Narthax. 
 
 
 

 
 
SUMMER WORSHIP HOURS 
Just a reminder that summer worship hours began on May 
29th.  Worship will be starting at 9:00 a.m.  There will not be 
a coffee hour during the summer months.  Coffee hour will 
return September 11th. 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 
PASTORAL CARE 
If you know of any church member that would appreciate a 
pastoral visit, please let Janice Ruf know and she will follow 

up with the contact.    You can contact Janice at 608-553-4182. 
 
 
 

 
 

April 2022 Financial Information 
 

   April Year to Date  Year to Date 
   2022 Budget      2022  Budget 

Contributions/Revenue  $  7,566 $  7,003 $ 28,331  $ 23,860 
Expenses    $  3,134 $  8,444 $ 30,963  $ 39,967 
Net Gain/(Loss)  $  4,432 $ (1,441) $  (2,632)  $(16,107) 
 
 

 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

June 9 – Women’s Guild meeting at noon 
June 15 – Church Council Meeting at 6:15 p.m. 
June 19 – Father’s Day 
June 20 – Deadline for July newsletter articles 
July 14 – Women’s Guild Outing at the Darlington 
Country Club for lunch.  Meet at the church parking lot at 
11:30 a.m. if you are interested in going. 

 

 

 

“BUILDING USE” FORM REMINDER 

Just a reminder that if you want to reserve the 

Fellowship Hall for an event, you must fill out a 

“Building Use” form and put it in the Council slot in the 

Pastor’s Office.  You cannot just write the event on the 

calendar on the Pastor’s door.  The request will be 

brought before the Church Council at the next Council meeting.  The Church Council 

will then approve/deny the use of the Fellowship Hall for that the event.  The “Building 

Use” forms are online on the church website, or in the green “Rental Agreement” binder 

by the slots right inside the Pastor’s office.  If you have any questions, please contact a 

Council member. 

 

 



 
 

JUNE BIRTHDAYS  
9th  Karl Geissbuhler 

Mary Lindsay 
12th Karen Siegenthaler 
14th Betty Williams 
23rd Berny Ubersox 
24th Lainey Lewin 
28th Joan Blaser 

 
 

 
JUNE ANNIVERSARIES 

10th Karl & Mary 
 Geissbuhler 
14th Randy & Connie 
 Ubersox 
 Dick & Vicki Ward 
17th Scott & Tara Glendenning 
23rd Ashley & Anthony Buss 
 Larry & Daphne Milestone 
28th Roy & Pam Hardt 
30th Joanne & Dave Merriam 
 
 
 
 JUNE LITURGISTS   
5th Judy Huntington 
12th Sara Gleason 
19th Jordan Hinderman 
26th Debbie Loken 
 
 

 
 
Deadline for the July newsletter articles is June 20, 2022. 
 

 

 

 

 


