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Dear church members and friends, 
 
It’s hard to believe that November 1 is my last Sunday at Immanuel.  
Saying goodbye is never easy.  I am glad that my last Sunday with 
you will be a Communion Sunday, so that we can gather around 
Christ’s table one last time together, even if we can’t partake of the 
meal together at the same time.  Covid 19 has made saying goodbye 
even harder given that I haven’t seen so many of you for so long.  I 
am very thankful that we have been able to gather in small numbers 

for worship since July.  I am also very glad that at least some of us could share the joyous day 
of Confirmation on October 4. 
 
When I think about leaving and missing you, I am drawn back to the letters of Paul.  1 
Thessalonians is the earliest New Testament document, written in 51 C.E.  It shares with us 
clues as to what the infant Christian faith and worship might have been like.  This letter was 
written well before the gospels were documented.  Paul asks: “How can we thank God enough 
for you in return for all the joy that we feel before our God because of you?”  (1 Thessalonians 
3:9).  Paul had no idea whether or not he would see the people of the church in Thessaloniki 
again.  It is obvious by what he writes that he cares very deeply for them.  And like Paul, 
although I will not see or be a part of this 
church family, you will always be in my heart.  This is a kind, loving congregation and it 
is not easily that I leave you. 
 
One of the saddest parts of leaving is that I will not be able to celebrate baptisms, marriages, 
confirmations and the lives of those pass on.  That is the practice in the UCC.  I will pray for this 
congregation, that a loving interim and later, pastor and teacher be found to lead you.  As much 
as the future is unpredictable and unknown, it is also full of possibilities, as God is with you.  
Paul writes, “And may the Lord make you increase and abound in love for one another and for 
all, just as we abound in love for you.”  (1 Thessalonians 3:12)  I echo these sentiments in my 
heart.  I have hopes for your future together.  I pray that God will be with you in all that you do 
and that you will continue to share your abounding love with the others in need. 
 
As our lives continue, whatever comes for us next; know that neither I nor you face these things 
alone.  The God who made you and the Christ who redeemed you and the 
Holy Spirit who comforts you will always be with you. 
 
One of my first and foremost prayers is that Covid-19 will dissipate and people who are currently 
not comfortable will be able to soon find Immanuel’s sanctuary a safe place once more.  I pray 
that the Sunday school children will be able to gather again, that the congregation will be able to 
sing out and praise God with song again and that when Holy Communion is served, people will 
be able to share in the meal together once more.  In the meantime, my prayers is that every 
heart continue to be steadfast in faith. 
 
God bless you all.  I ask your continuing prayers in my transition.  I do hope to worship with you 
someday again. 
 
In Christ, 
Pastor Barbara 



 

 

 

CHURCH COUNCIL 

The September Church Council meeting was held on September 16, 
2020. 
 
Members Present: Roy Berrey, JoAnn Geissbuhler, Roy Hardt, Fritz 

Hirsbrunner, Judy Huntington, Tana  Risseeuw, Janice Ruf, Sheila Siegler, Jean Stauffacher, 
Randy Ubersox.  Absent: Matt Ubersox and Pastor Barbara Brakey.  
 
Review and Repair of Agenda - Added Thanksgiving Dinner to New Business  
 
Approval of Minutes:  The Council approved the August meeting minutes as printed. 
 
Financial Report:  The Council approved the financial report as presented. 
 
Pastor’s Report:  Confirmation is October 4th and all students are prepared. Gifts will be    
purchased.  Communion kits worked well and there will be more set out so that members can 
take what they need home to family members unable to attend worship.  Pastor would like to get 
special music added to service via recordings.  Pastor Barbara will be taking vacation October 
6-18 for transition.  She will have the website materials as well as services and messages ready 
prior to the 6th.   
 
President’s Report: Judy Huntington will lead worship on 10/11 and will ask some others to 
lead  on Oct 18th.  Grace Lutheran is planning on having worship in their sanctuary beginning 
10/11.  November 1st   will be Pastor Barbara’s last Sunday as Immanuel’s pastor.  The annual 
meeting of the Southwest Wisconsin Association UCC will be Oct. 17th via Zoom.  If you are 
interested in registering please contact Judy. 
 
Christian Education Committee:  JoAnn Geissbuhler: Janette Steger and JoAnn have mailed 
4 weeks of Sunday School packets to parents.  The following have agreed to lead Sunday 
School classes: Tara Glendenning, Nicole Lewin, Ashley Buss and Brandi Ruf Wepking as 
music leader.  There are 2 or 3 students eligible to start confirmation.  Joan Blaser has 
volunteered to be the instructor and to reach out to the students.  JoAnn Geissbuhler has 
volunteered to be Sunday School Superintendent and was approved by the Council.   The 
Council approved the following Christian Education Committee members: JoAnn Geissbuhler, 
Tara Glendenning, Brandi Ruf Wepking, Nicole Lewin, Ashley Buss and Joan Blaser.  They will 
meet to discuss the program and date to open.  The Council approved to accept Sunday School 
and Confirmation to re-open per the recommendation of the Christian Education Committee.  
 
Building and Grounds Committee:  Matt Ubersox reported to Judy that Building and Grounds 
has contacted Black’s Flooring regarding replacing outdoor carpet in front of Church 
entrance.  The Building and Grounds committee is looking into bids for landscaping.  
 
Mission Team:  Brat and Cinnamon Roll sale successful.   
 
Stewardship & EF&G Committee: Janice Ruf reported that they met together and put 
together a call list to contact members to see how they are doing, asking if needed a visit or any 
other needs. They will meet in October to review results.  Stewardship will be doing mailing 
in November.  



 
Pastor Parish Committee:  Will set up an exit interview with Pastor Barbara. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
Humpty Dumpty Lease:  Humpty Dumpty lease agreement has been signed.  Will be reviewed 
each March.  The Council approved the lease.  
 
Survey/Mailing List:  Council agreed to no longer mail out the booklets of offering envelopes.  
The Council approved having Marjean order envelopes from Southwest Graphics.  These will be 
in the back of the church for members to take what they need.  Marjean and Betsy are working 
at updating the mailing/email addresses. 
 
New Business: 
Committee Members: The nominating committee will be contacting members to see if willing to 
remain in positions held and to replace openings.  
 
Nominating Committee: Janice Ruf, JoAnn Geissbuhler and Connie Ubersox  
 
Christmas Decorating will be Nov 29th.  
 
Thanksgiving Dinner: Pastor Barbara Brakey was contacted by Pastor Angie of UMC 
concerning a Thanksgiving dinner that started at Grace Lutheran Church.  They hosted the 
dinner for several years, then, The Methodist Church hosted for two years and asked if 
Immanuel would pick it up.  After discussion the Council decided due to Covid-19 we are not 
comfortable hosting this year. 
 
Discussion of Search Committee: Council members have reached out or have had people 
state they would be on the committee.  They will be contacted once the process begins.  Council 
is going through the proper channels to begin the search for a pastor.  Also, Judy will be 
contacting the conference in regard to getting an Interim Pastor to provide service to our church 
for 20 hours per week. 
 
The next Council meeting will be October 21st at 6:15 p.m.  
 
 

 
 

 
THE LIFE OF ADAM BLASER 

 
Our deepest sympathies go out to the family and friends of Adam 
Blaser who passed away September 13, 2020.  Words are never 
adequate in moments like these.  Adam put a smile on the faces 
of his family & friends as well as many others.  Adam will be 
lovingly remembered and missed by those who knew him.  May 
those memories bring you comfort. 
 

 

 

 



 

 

THANK YOU 

We would like to thank all our relatives, neighbors, friends and 

church members for the flowers, phone calls, food, cards of 

sympathy, and memorials we received when Harold passed away.  

Your kindness and friendship meant so much to us.  It was such a 

comfort during our time of grief. 

Thank you so much, 

The Family of Harold Ruef 

 

 

THE LIFE OF ALAN LEAHY 
 
Our deepest sympathies go out to the family and friends of 
Alan Leahy who passed away September 19th.  Our hearts 
and prayers go out to you.  We will always remember Al’s 
smile and laugh, as well as all the happy memories we have 
of knowing Al.  Al will be lovingly remembered and missed by 
all who knew him.  May those memories bring you comfort. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
WHAT WILL BE HAPPENING AT IMMANUEL? 
 
October 4th, 2020 will be Confirmation Sunday with 
Communion.  Communion will be served as it was on 
September 6th, with the Communion kits at the back of 

the church for us to pick up as we exit worship.  If you have family that are unable to attend 
worship but would like Communion, please take what you need. 
 
In an ongoing effort to reduce expenses, the Council voted to use the pew envelopes for our 
offering gifts.  Members will not receive the booklet of envelopes usually distributed in 
December.  The pew envelopes will be available to pick up at church. 
 
Immanuel has a new Sunday School Superintendent.  JoAnn Geissbuhler has volunteered to fill 
this position which leads the Christian Ed Committee.  Members of the Christian Ed Committee 
as approved by the Council are: JoAnn Geissbuhler, Tara Glendenning, Ashley Buss, Nicole 
Lewin, Brandi Ruf-Wepking and Joan Blaser.  Sunday School students will be receiving study 
materials via mail for now.  When the Christian Ed Committee feels that it is safe for the Sunday 
School students to return to face to face class, families will be notified. 
 
November 1st will be Pastor Barbara’s last worship service as Immanuel’s pastor.  If you cannot 
attend worship, consider sending a note, email or a text to say goodbye. 



 
  



The Council has been in contact with the Southwest Wisconsin Association minister who will be 
guiding Immanuel in hiring an interim pastor and through the Search and Call process.  The 
Council will be keeping everyone informed. 
 
Peace and Blessings to you all! 
Immanuel UCC Church Council  
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
PASTORAL CARE 
If you know of any church member that would appreciate a 
pastoral visit, please let Pastor Barbara know. 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
MAKING CONTRIBUTIONS ONLINE? 
We are very grateful to everyone who submitted their contributions via mail.  
We truly appreciate your continued support.   
 
As a reminder, contributions can be mailed to: 

IUCC 
339 E. Louisa Street 
PO Box 87 
 Darlington, WI  53530. 

 
Contributions can also be submitted online through your bank's online bill pay function.   It saves 
time, postage, and an envelope! 
 
 

 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Oct. 4 – Confirmation during worship with communion 
Oct. 17 – Southwest Wisconsin Association UCC Annual Meeting by 
Zoom 
Oct. 21 – Church Council Meeting at 6:15 p.m. 

Oct. 26 – Deadline for November newsletter articles 
Nov. 1 – Pastor Barbara’s last worship service as pastor at Immanuel. 
Nov. 29 – Decorating the church for Christmas 
 
 



  



 

 
 
 

 
OCTOBER 
BIRTHDAYS 

 
3rd Camdyn Clark 
4th Janis Ruf 
 Claire Reuter 
5th David Castle 
6th Janice Ruf 
7th David Ubersox 
9th Brian Maurer 
10

th
 Ron Johnson 

 Joanie Keister 
14th Jevon Tuescher 
 Ryan Ubersox 
15th Marjean Sutherland 
 Cole Turner 
17th Julie Hinderman 
19th Makayla Kammes 
20th Mitchell Martin 
 Erin Milestone 
 Lowell Ruef 
 Mark Ruf 
21st Myra Jenson 
22nd Kendyl Ruf-Saalsaa 
23rd Kylie Badtke 
 Tyrel Douglas 
 Kathryn Geissbuhler 
24th Amy Tuescher 
25th Angela Jarek 
27th Fritz Hirsbrunner 
28th Cody Bredeson 
 Marion Ruef 
  
 
 
  
 
 
  
 

 
 
 
OCTOBER 
ANNIVERSARIES 
 

 
 
 
1st Jerry & June Hancock 
3rd Amy & Denny Prine 
4th Randy & Judy Huntington 
6th Brandy & Dustin Wepking 
 John & Mallary Sturtz 
16th Rob & Angela Jarek 
22nd Emily & Travis Wilhelmson 
25th Gary & Nikki Martin 
26th Tim & Tanya Ubersox 
28th Deb & Randy Raymond 
30th Jadin & Heather Ruf 
 
  
 
 
 
  
    
 

Deadline for the 
November 
newsletter articles 
is October 26, 
2020. 
 


