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Dear Friends, 

 

The church—as in all churches everywhere and every 

individual congregation, including Immanuel UCC, has a 

responsibility to respond when acts of injustice are committed against innocent people.  

This is especially true when violence is the act of one who claims to be part of the Christian 

family.   

 

Given the state of our society today, and the divisions that exist even within our own 

community and our own congregation, this can be very difficult to do.   But with a will to 

try and a little practice, even shy and introverted people like me (and most anyone else, 

for that matter) can learn how to speak out. 

 

I’m thinking this morning about the horrendous murders of 8 people, 6 of whom were 

Asian American women, that were committed in Atlanta on March 16th.  It is bad enough, 

of course, that innocent lives were taken.  What makes this event even more atrocious, 

however, is how this act puts on clear display three of our society’s worst diseases: 

racism, misogyny and xenophobia—or to put that in plainer English—the hatred of people 

of a different skin color, the hatred of women and the hatred of foreigners.  

 

Hatred in any form, we all know, wildly contradicts the way of Jesus—the way of living in 

this complicated world that we all have committed ourselves to.  But the hatred on display 

in Atlanta last week did not begin with a gun in the hand of a deranged hater.  Hatred 

begins, almost always, with words—words we may speak without thinking about the 

impact they might have;  words we may hear that are demeaning to another person but 

we let them slide because we don’t want to upset the speaker. 

 

What the murders in Atlanta make clear (as if innumerable earlier mass shootings have 

not already made this clear) is that words matter.  This is so whether the words are spoken 

by us or our neighbors, or by politicians whose oversized megaphones often incite the 

kind of violence we saw there.   

 

Over this pandemic year, our Asian American neighbors across the country have borne 

the brunt of ill advised and hateful words spoken by people who have foolishly tried to 

blame them for the Covid virus.  Atlanta is just the most recent, and most serious example 

of the consequences of words.  

 

This isn’t a problem we can fix in Darlington.  But we can, and we must, take steps to 

insure that, as far as it lies with us, we do not make the problem worse and bring any 

more pain on those who have suffered so much already.  Let me suggest, in reverse 

order, 3 things we can all do: 

 

3: We need to listen, and when we hear demeaning or hateful speech aimed at anyone 

because of their color, gender, or ethnic origin—even if it is made in jest, let’s not let it 

slide.  Say something.   

 



2: We need to listen to our own words—to taste before we speak, so that what we say 

comes out as sweet as we can make it.  If you don’t know whether something you are 

thinking could be offensive or hurtful, hold on to it till you do know. 

 

1:  We need to listen to the people who are being harmed by words and actions aimed at 

them because of their race, gender, or ethnic origin.  The link below will take you to a 

Christianity Today article in which several Asian American religious leaders tell the white 

world what they wish we understood about Atlanta and other recent acts of verbal and 

physical assault against their community.  Take the time to sit with these words, to take 

them in deeply enough to begin to see the world through other eyes. 

 

https://www.christianitytoday.com/better-samaritan/2021/march/asian-american-leaders-

on-atlanta-murders-i-want-you-to-ste.html 

 

We are about to celebrate Easter—the day when new life was born out of the cold tomb.  

My prayer today is that this resurrection life, like a better virus, will spread around the 

world, to undo the words and works of hate that we are so captive to.  My prayer is that 

the kindness and grace of God will flavor each and every word. 

 

Peace always, 

 

Brad Brookins   

 

 

 

 

CHURCH COUNCIL 

A Special Meeting of the Church Council was held Monday, 
March 8, 2021 at 7:30 p.m.  Topic: Reopening the church. 
 
Present: Pastor Brad, JoAnn Geissbuhler, Roy Berrey, Roy 

Hardt, Sheila Siegler, Fritz Hirsbrunner, Jean Stauffacher, Brandi Wepking, Dave 
Sutherland, Randy Ubersox.  Absent: Matt Ubersox. 
 
Group discussion about reopening church.  Discussed population vaccinated, church 
members wanting the choice to come to church.  Statistics used to determine when we 
should open.  Motion to open church with Zoom service, encouraged restrictions of 
masks and social distancing, symptom free starting March 21st.  The Council approved 
the motion.  Pastor will remain on Zoom until IUCC guidelines can be achieved for an in 
person service.  
 
 

Regular Church Council Meeting for March 

The Church Council Meeting was held March 17, 2021.  Members Present: Roy Berrey, 
JoAnn Geissbuhler, Roy Hardt, Fritz Hirsbrunner, Brandi Ruf-Wepking, Sheila Siegler, 
Jean Stauffacher, Matt Ubersox, Randy Ubersox, Pastor Brad Brookins. 
Absent: Dave Sutherland 
 
 

https://www.christianitytoday.com/better-samaritan/2021/march/asian-american-leaders-on-atlanta-murders-i-want-you-to-ste.html
https://www.christianitytoday.com/better-samaritan/2021/march/asian-american-leaders-on-atlanta-murders-i-want-you-to-ste.html


Guest speaker: Betsy Weigel, Topic Quick Books and new computers.  Current copy of 
Quick Book ends in May.  It is used for payroll, W2’s, financials.  Betsy has checked out 
other products and feels QB is the best for us to use.  Fee is approxomately $2,800 for 
three years.  Jean Stauffacher made a motion to purchase two laptops, QB new 
version, Microsoft Office and external hard drive.  Matt Ubersox suggests we buy local, 
not to exceed $2,000.00 total for all parts.  Matt Ubersox second the motion.  
Repair and review agenda: 
 
The February minutes were approved as presented.  The Financial Report was 
approved as presented. 
 
Reports: 
Pastor – gave update on prayer chain.  Easter Sunday service guidelines.  Who makes 
the decision to cancel if weather is not permitting.  Members will be notified by email, 
D99.3 and sign at entrance of fairground.  If called off service will be by either recorded 
zoom or live zoom and Facebook.  Guest pastor to do sermon on March 28th should be 
offered a stipend.  Pastor Brad will ask him what we can do for him.  
 
President – church clean up is not needed as church has not been used.  Outside 
clean up, JoAnn will talk with Marjean and Dave to see what they normally did and get 
back to the Council.  IUCC Southwest Wisconsin Association UCC Conference is May 
8th, anyone interested contact JoAnn. 
 
Christian Education – Sunday school teachers are doing a great job and kids 
participating were interactive and enjoying.  Lesson plans are being sent out prior to 
zoom class.  
 
Building and Grounds – Matt gave update on building and repairs needed.  There is a 
leak where fellowship hall and hallway meet.  Building and Grounds committee will meet 
soon as they have not been together due to Covid.  Matt will get itemized estimates for 
wrapping with aluminum, staining, painting of damaged area and bring back to the 
Council.  Matt will reach out to Randy Loken. 
 
Mission Team – Jared will have brat and cinnamon roll sale on April 23rd.  July 31-
Aug.7, 2021.  Have three openings.  Mission team meeting April 4th after Easter service.  
 
Stewardship Committee – Sheila reports committee has not met recently. 
 
Women’s Guild – Deb will send questionnaire to guild members asking for future 
interests of guild. 
 
Old Business: 
Evaluation process: Fritz went over the draft he created for this process.  Discussed 
the difference in job description and what we are actually doing.  Evaluation process 
should still be completed to keep abreast of any changes in duty or needs.  Update 
bylaws based on the findings of evaluations.  Fritz and JoAnn volunteered to perform 
the evaluations.  

 
Church reopening:  Covid discussion.  DHS stats reviewed, Iowa, Lafayette, Green 
and Grant counties reviewed by JoAnn.  18 % vaccination rate, WI 12.6%.  Revision of 
policy on reopening.  The Council approved the policy revision.  This will be sent out 
with the email regarding reopening.  



 
Humpy Dumpty:  lease renewal; need to update verbiage regarding internet availability 
to the school.  Recommended raising rental fee as it has not been raised in quite some 
time.  Agreed to revisit in December 2021 to discuss a slight raise in rental monies.  
Fritz will talk with Humpty Dumpty staff. 

 
New Business: 
Strategic Planning and Action Plan:   Fritz led discussion.  Shared pastor discussion 
and group assigned to explore this decided to abandon this avenue.  The Council 
approved to abandon the shared pastor avenue.  Fritz recommended we move forward 
on appointing a search committee, All in favor.  Interested members are Betsy Wiegel, 
Marjean Sutherland. Pam Hardt, Joan Blaser, Brandi Rug-Wepking, JoAnn Geissbuhler, 
Jared Reuter, Scott Glendenning, Fritz Hirsbrunner.  If Scott declines Roy Berrey has 
offered.  The Council approved accepting this group as the pastor search committee.  
 
Building Insurance:  The Council approved to accept new insurance policy without 
terrorism or cyber insurance coverage. 
 
The next Council meeting will be April 21st at 6:15pm.  
 

 
 
CONGREGATION MEETING 
Meeting Minutes March 21, 2021 
A special meeting was held after Church on Sunday, 
March 21 to discuss nominations for the Search 
Committee.  JoAnn Geissbuhler called meeting to order 

at 11:45. 
 
Council list of nominees are Roy Berrey, Joan Blaser, JoAnn Geissbuhler, Pam Hardt, 
Fritz Hirsbrunner, Jared Reuter, Brandi Ruf-Wepking, Marjean Sutherland and Betsy 
Wiegel.  Jackie Ruf made a motion to approve the nominations.  Nancy Ruf second the 
motion.  Motion was carried by the congregation.  JoAnn Geissbuhler will set up a 
meeting with the Association Conference Minister to meet with Search Committee.   
Meetings will more than likely be on Monday nights.  
 
 

 
 
IUCC ANNOUNCEMENT –  
REOPENING CHURCH BUILDING 
Council has approved opening the church building 
to worship on Sundays effective March 21 for 
those that wish to worship in the sanctuary.   
Service will remain on Zoom with the Pastor 

continuing to serve us from his home.   Volunteers will open and close the building and 
set up the projector for those in church to watch on Zoom.   
 
Council does ask that we all respect each other's feelings on if the building should open 
or remain closed.  By offering all of you the choice to either be in church or to remain at 
your home is the best solution we can offer.  For those that wish to meet in the 



sanctuary we highly encourage wearing a mask and social distancing.  
 
We are continually monitoring the numbers of positive cases and the numbers of 
individuals fully vaccinated.   The southwest region is slightly better than the rest of WI 
and for this we are encouraged.  It has been a very long year and we are so close. 
 
The newly formed worship committee is also meeting and having conversations on 
outdoor gatherings.   We are hopeful to have a special service planned for Easter at the 
fairgrounds.  Services will also be pre-recorded for anyone that prefers to worship on 
Zoom or Facebook.  If successful we see no reason not to offer more services outdoors. 
 
Thank You and we appreciate all of your feedback to help us make the best decision for 
our church 
 
 

 

IUCC MISSION TEAM MEETING 

After the Easter Sunday Church Service at the 
fairgrounds April 4th for all interested in participating. 

Subjects: Brat Stand and Mission Team Trip 2021 

 

 
 
PALM SUNDAY ANNOUNCEMENT 
Pastor Rich Pleva will be a guest speaker for Palm Sunday 
Service.  Please join us on Zoom or Facebook live or in the 

church sanctuary.   Pastor Pleva was our Pastor serving Immanuel from 1991-1996.  
We are so glad he will be with us again. 
 
 

 
 
 
EASTER SERVICES ANNOUNCEMENT 
The worship committee is planning Easter Services Sunday 
April 4th at 10:00 am.   Services will be held at the 
Fairgrounds at the shelter.  Mask and social distancing will 
be required.  Bring your own lawn chairs.  A prerecorded 
service will be available on zoom and on Facebook for 
those that cannot attend services at the fairgrounds.  

Please watch for e-mail notification or radio announcement on D99.3 as early as 
Saturday, April 3rd if service is canceled due to inclement weather.   If we cannot 
worship at the fairgrounds, services will be live on Zoom and Facebook and the church 
will be opened for those that wish to worship in the sanctuary. 
 

 



 
 

 FYI TO ALL WOMEN’S GUILD MEMBERS: 
The 2nd week of April you will be receiving a questionnaire 
in the mail regarding what our guild members need and 
want from Women’s Guild going forward once we resume 
normal activities at church.  The officers of guild value any 
and all input and we are hoping to see many questionnaires 

back so we can focus on what our guild members want out of guild.  If anyone has 
questions regarding this questionnaire please feel free to contact a guild officer.   

Thank you, 
Guild Officers 

 

 
HOLY WEEK 
Apr. 1 – Maundy Thursday Service at 7:00 p.m. by Zoom 
Apr. 2 – Good Friday 
Apr. 4 – Easter Sunday Service at the fairgrounds at 10:00 
a.m.   
 

 

 
 
 
SUNDAY SCHOOL 
The teachers are doing a fantastic job on creating lessons and 
we are very lucky to have Ashley’s, Tara’s and Brandi’ 
dedication to making this program meaningful and fun for our 
kids.   

 
First zoom session was held February 21 and the lesson was helping your family. 
 
March 7 was an at home and was based on family and feelings.  Sunday, March 21 was 
also on zoom and students discussed learning from our family. 
 
The children are doing a fantastic job on listening and participating with great 
conversation with each other.  The remainder of school schedule is as follows: 
 April 4- Easter- No Lessons 

April 18- Zoom Lesson 
 May 2-at home Lesson 
 May 16-Zoom Lesson 
 
JoAnn Geissbuhler 
Sunday School Superintendent  
 
 

 



 
 
 
PASTORAL CARE 
If you know of any church member that would 
appreciate a pastoral visit, please let Janice Ruf 
know and she will follow up with the contact, or 
contact Pastor Brad Brookins at 608-669-2926. 

 

 
 
PLEASE REMEMBER 
Even though church services have been suspended until 
further notice, the bills that the church has to pay have not 
been suspended.  Just a reminder to please send in your 
monetary contributions to continue to keep Immanuel 
operational during this uncertain time.  Please send your 
contributions into the church either by mail or online through 

your bank.  You can mail contributions to the church at: 
 
   Immanuel United Church of Christ 
   339 East Louisa Street 
   P.O. Box 87 
   Darlington, WI   53530. 
 
Thank you for helping to keep Immanuel operating during this time of uncertainty. 
 

God Bless, 
Church Council 

 

 

THANK YOU 

We would like to say thank you for all the sympathy cards we 

received at Alan’s passing as well as the little lantern the church 

gave us.  We very much appreciated your kindness. 

Thank you, 

The Mary Leahy Family 

 

  

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Apr. 1 – Maundy Thursday Service at 7:00 p.m. by Zoom 
Apr. 2 – Good Friday 
Apr. 4 – Easter Sunday Service at the fairgrounds on at 10:00 
a.m.  Bring your own lawn chairs. 

 Mission Team meeting after the Easter worship service at the fairgrounds. 
Apr. 21 – Church Council meeting at 6:15 p.m.  
Apr. 23 – Brat & Cinnamon Roll Sale 
Apr. 26 – Deadline for May newsletter articles 
 



THE LIVING BIBLE 

Received via Email 

His name is Bill.  He has wild hair, wears a Tshirt with holes in it, jeans, and no shoes.  

This was literally his wardrobe for his entire four years of college.  He is brilliant.  Kind of 

profound and very, very bright.  He became a Christian while attending college. 

 

Across the street from the campus is a well-dressed, very conservative church.  They 

want to develop a ministry to the students but are not sure how to go about it. 

 

One day Bill decides to go there.  He walks in with no shoes, jeans, his T-shirt, and wild 

hair.  The service has already started and so Bill starts down the aisle looking for a seat.  

The church is completely packed and he can’t find a seat.  By now, people are really 

looking a bit uncomfortable, but no one says anything. 

 

Bill gets closer and closer and closer to the pulpit, and when he realizes there are no 

seats, he just squats down right on the carpet.  By not the people are really uptight, and 

the tension in the air is thick. 

 

About this time, the minister realizes that from way at the back of the church, a deacon 

is slowly making his way toward Bill.  Now the deacon is in his eighties, has silver-gray 

hair, and a three-piece suit.  A godly man, very elegant, very dignified, very courtly.  He 

walks with a cane and, as he starts walking toward this boy, everyone is saying to 

themselves that you can’t blame him for what he’s going to do.  How can you expect a 

man of his age and of his background to understand some college kid on the floor?  It 

takes a long time for the man to reach the boy. 

 

The church is utterly silent except for the clicking of the man’s cane.  All eyes are 

focused on him.  You can’t even hear anyone breathing.  The minister can’t even 

preach the sermon until the deacon does what he has to do.  And now they see this 

elderly man drop his cane on the floor.  With great difficulty, he lowers himself and sits 

down next to Bill and worships with him so he won’t be alone.  Everyone chokes up with 

emotion. 

 

When the minister gains control, he says, “What I’m about to preach, you will never 

remember.  What you have just seen, you will never forget.” “Be careful how you live.  

You may be the only Bible some people will ever read!” 

 

I asked the Lord to bless you as I prayed for you today.  To guide you and protect you 

as you go along your way.  His love is always with you, His promises are true, and when 

we give Him all our cares, you know He will see us through. 

  



Title Re-opening Church Building guidelines during 

COVID-19 pandemic.  REVISED 

Effective Date 3/17/21 

Approved by Darlington Immanuel Church of Christ Church Council 

Approved Date 3/17/21 

Purpose 

The following guidelines will be recommended during the COVID-19 pandemic to 
ensure safety measures are in place for in house worship and other church functions. 

Worship Service Guidelines 

1) The church building will be open for those that choose to enter and worship in the 

sanctuary. 

2) Services will continue on zoom with the Pastor not in church.   

3) Volunteers members of the church will open and close the building and to assist the 

viewing of the services via zoom. 

4) The Church Council encourages those at high risk to COVID-19  to use other options 

for receiving worship at home via zoom, facebook and written worship. 

5) Anyone that has been exposed to COVID-19 is highly encouraged not to enter the 

church building and to stay home and self-monitor and follow CDC guidelines if 

symptoms develop. 

6) Anyone that has tested positive should not enter the church building until they have 

met the criteria to discontinue isolation. 

7) A protective mask covering the mouth and nose is highly encouraged. Exceptions 

are for children under 2, anyone who has trouble breathing or is unconscious, and 

anyone who is incapacitated or otherwise unable to remove the cloth face covering 

without assistance. 

8) Seating will be reduced to encourage Social Distancing that will include marked 

pews for nonuse (encouraging every other row scenario).  

9) No singing will be allowed. Music will be shared thru other means.  

10)Greetings are encouraged but not thru physical contact.  
11)Passing of the peace will be conducted in manners that do not require physical 

contact: a verbal greeting, a unison spoken response, or other gestures such as a 
smile or bow. 

12)Hymnals and Bibles will be removed. 
13)Hand sanitizer will be available and highly encouraged to use before entering church 

sanctuary. 
14)Communion if offered will be provided in communal kits and available when exiting 

worship. 
15)Church offering can be dropped at the back of church in a designated location or 

electronically or via mail.  
16)Greeters, readers and ushers as previously assigned for the month will not be 

needed. 
17)Children should not be left unattended. 
  
Food and Beverages 

1) No food or beverages will be allowed. 

2) Coffee hour will not take place until further notice. 



Funeral Services  

1) Funeral Services will be discussed on a case by case basis and in coordination with 

the funeral home.  

 
Weddings & Baptisms 
1) Weddings & Baptisms will be considered as an outside event during warmer weather 
and may be dependent of number in attendance. 

Building Use 

1) Fellowship Hall, the kitchen and the basement will not be available for use during 

church worship.   

2) No rental agreement for building use will be approved until further notice.  

3) Only the minister and necessary church staff will be allowed in the Pastor office. 

School and Confirmation 

1) Adult Sunday school will be postponed until further notice due to the age of most of 

those in attendance. 

2) Regular Sunday school will be thru electronic means. 

3) Confirmation classes may continue only thru electronic means.  The Confirmation 
ceremony will be conducted after all classes are finalized.  A separate worship may 

need to be held to allow for confirmation students, their parents and guests and some 

members of the church to accept the class.  

Meetings 

1) Al church Meetings, prayer events and Sunday school will continue to meet via zoom. 
Cleaning Protocols 

1) Church will be cleaned prior to each worship service or event. 

2) Housekeeping will refer to separate document on cleaning and disinfecting during 

COVID-19 pandemic. 

Notification of policy  

1) Members will be notified of this policy thru the monthly newsletter and posted on the 
IUCC website. A copy will also be posted in the church entry. 

Pastoral Visits 

1) The pastor will be hold virtual visits by phone or online as needed.  Hospital or 
Nursing home visits will be considered on a case by case basis dependent on the 
policy of those institutions. 

  



 

 

 
 

APRIL  
BIRTHDAYS 

2nd Kate Black 
3rd Peggy Rolli 
4th Natalie 
Jenson 

9th Diane Huntington 
 Steve Siegler 
10th Jackie Ruf 
12th Mariah Kendall 
14th Vicki Ward 
21st Wesley Buss 

Madisyn Ruf-Heim 
 Barbara Douglas 
 Maxwell Martin 
23rd Helen Parr 
24th Lorna Brookins  
25th Clinton Anderson 
 Nancy Ruf 
27th Amy Prine 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

APRIL ANNIVERSARIES 
2nd Roy & Sheila Berrey 
20th Diane & Roch Ritchie 
25th   Ron & Jeanne Ubersox 
    
    
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
APRIL LITURGISTS 
 
 

1st Maundy Thursday Readers 
     Dave Sutherland 
     Marjean Sutherland 
     Joan Blaser 
     Brandi Wepking 
      Madisyn Ruf-Heim 
     Betsy Wiegel 
4th (Easter) Brandi Ruf Wepking  
11th Betsy Wiegel 
18th Pam Hardt 
25th Joan Blaser 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Deadline for the 
May newsletter 
articles is April  
26, 2021.  


