
Immanuel UCC is pleased to introduce Pastor Bill Whitford who will be our Pulpit Supply Pastor.   Here is
his introduction letter.

I have never worked in the pharmacy business – let’s get that clear upfront! (hahaha)

I live in Milton Wisconsin. I am an M.Div student at the University of Dubuque Theological Seminary, and
a full-time employee at a Madison remodeling company.

I’m a recent graduate from UW-Whitewater where I originally started in the late 1970s. When I dropped
out of school, I worked at a small R&D company, first as a darkroom tech, and over time I became a
computer programmer. I spent my time from 1981 onwards working with computers in a variety of
companies. The longest stretch was 17 years at Beloit Corporation, where we made paper-making
machinery. I spent two years living in Germany, with trips to paper mills in Germany and France, and a
month in Indonesia while working for Beloit. During that time, I gained valuable perspectives on the
world and on my life in Southern Wisconsin. At my current job I’m writing software and (sometimes)
designing and running a CNC to make kitchen & bathroom countertops, and doing company computer
maintenance.

I started working as a pulpit supply preacher in the late 1990s at my home church, First Congregational
UCC of Milton, Wisconsin. I used to fill in every month, but while the frequency of my preaching has
dropped off in the last few years, I continue to feel called to a life of ministry. Maybe it’s a late start but I
like to think that I have been preparing for this job my whole life.

I was in Boy Scouts (now just Scouts BSA) as a kid, and never really left. I am an Eagle Scout and I have
been the Scoutmaster in my old troop since 1985.  I still feel renewed by spending time with kids,
camping, and the movement. Scouting has also repeatedly shown me how I can love people and make a
difference in their lives. It has been my secret outreach mission for many, many years.

My goal at UDTS is to graduate and become an ordained pastor or chaplain. The classes are online and I
only have to be in Dubuque for two weeks every year in August. The program will likely take a total of 4
years, graduating in spring of 2025. I have been a Member In the Discernment of the Wisconsin
Conference of the United Church of Christ. I have participated in several educational opportunities
including Lay Academy and The Damascus Project, under the leadership of the Wisconsin Conference
UCC.

I am married to my patient wife Tammy. She plays in our church bell choir. We have a puppy named
Moxie who is a +100lb Great Dane, and she still has the wild puppy disposition. I have a daughter who
lives in South Carolina with her husband and two adorable grandsons who call me ‘Papa’.


