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August, 2021 
From the Interim Pastor 
 
In his October, 1980 presidential debate with Jimmy Carter, 

Ronald Reagan came up with the memorable, and winning, line, “There you go again…”  Well, 
at the risk of sounding like a broken record, here I go again. 
 
I want to remind you again that the COVID pandemic is far from over, and in fact, it is once 
again growing worse by the day.  There are a couple of reasons for this worsening situation.  
The new delta variant of the coronavirus is proving to be as contagious and as virulent as public 
health officials feared.  This mutation of the virus is much easier to catch, much easier to spread 
and more dangerous than earlier variants are.  Nationwide, the COVID caseload has 
quadrupled just in July—from an average of about 13,000 cases per day to now more than 
56,000 cases per day.1  In some cities hospital ICUs are again nearing capacity.  
 
A second reason why the situation is growing more dire is the strange resistance of too many 
people around the country to getting the COVID vaccine.  Unvaccinated people now account for 
99% of COVID deaths and 97% of COVID hospitalizations.2  We are also seeing cases among 
fully vaccinated people.  But fortunately for us, the vaccines are still working and these cases 
tend to be mild and seldom require hospitalization3 .  That doesn’t mean, however, that we can’t 
spread the virus—to our children, for instance, who can’t yet be vaccinated or to people with 
compromised immune systems for whom the virus is particularly deadly.  That, too is happening. 
 
So please, be careful.  We know what to do to protect ourselves and those we love.  Avoid 
crowds when you can.  Wear a mask when you can’t.  Be careful where and how you travel and 
who you interact with when you come home—especially if you are visiting an area with a high 
case load and/or a low vaccination rate.  Get your shot if you haven’t already.  If you have family 
or friends who are not yet vaccinated, encourage them to get it done. 
 
We do this for ourselves, for those we love, for those we live near and for those we will never 
meet.  We take care of each other as best we can because this is what it means to follow in the 
way of Jesus.  
 
We have been very fortunate in and around Darlington and we continue to be seeing very low 
COVID case numbers in Lafayette County.  Let’s practice loving our neighbors and loving 
ourselves so we can hopefully keep it that way.  
 
Always in hope, 
Brad Brookins, Interim Pastor 
 
 
--------------------------- 
1 https://www.washingtonpost.com/health/2021/07/27/cdc-masks-guidance-indoors/ 
 
2 https://www.npr.org/2021/07/16/1017002907/u-s-covid-deaths-are-rising-again-experts-call- it-
a-pandemic-of-the-unvaccinated 
 
3 https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2021/07/21/1018872469/worried-about-  
breakthrough-covid-cases-heres-what-to-know 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/health/2021/07/27/cdc-masks-guidance-indoors/


 

 
 

CHURCH COUNCIL 

The July Church Council meeting was held on July 21, 2021. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Roy Berrey, JoAnn Geissbuhler, Roy Hardt, 
Brandi Ruf-Wepking, Sheila Siegler, Dave Sutherland, Jean Stauffacher, 

Matt Ubersox, Randy Ubersox, and Pastor Brad Brookins.  Absent:  Fritz Hirsbrunner.   Guest 
speaker: Jared Reuter Mission Team: 
 
Repair and review agenda:  
Jared Reuter-Building use Request added.  
 
The Minutes were approved as submitted:  
 
Reports: 
Financial – Jean questioned Humpty Dumpty payment for the whole year. This is not their 
normal method.  JoAnn contacted Betsy who has not known them to pay the whole year at 
once.  The Council approved the Financial Report as presented. 
 
Pastor – Discussed the new summer style of worship message where membership has input 
into the sermon subject request.  Feedback so far is positive.  Sept 12, 2021 services will go 
back to 10 a.m. start.  Discussed prayer continuing, bible study and adult bible study continuing 
in the fall.  Many options discussed with lots to think about and discuss more.  
 
President – Prayer list alphabetically was sent out last week for council members to take turns 
at monthly meetings 
 
Christian Education – Still in need of teachers.  
 
Building and Grounds – Matt shared Capital Improvement Schedule.  Randy made the motion 
to approve 8,975.00 for Fellowship hall soffit/fascia work to be completed.  Sheila S. second the 
motion.  Stained glass sills need repair/replacement.  JoAnn will talk with Bruce to get an idea of 
what we would need to complete the work in case we can look internally for the work.  Report 
back to next council meeting. 
  
Mission Team – Send-Off service will be Sunday, July 25, 2021 for the Mission Team. 
Reservations are made and group is ready with 9 attending.  The depart on Saturday afternoon 
for Biloxi, Mississippi.  Scott Glendenning will not be going as planned due to unforeseen 
circumstances.  Committee currently has roughly $15,000.00 and after final costs for Mission 
Trip the group will have approximately $10,000.00 in account.  Apple Pie assembly and sale 
was discussed.  The concerns about IUCC recognition for the sale and membership 
participation were discussed.  Site location is a concern.  Ease of use and clean up were 
discussed at each facility.  Jared will take the Council’s concerns back to the Mission Team 
oversight group for discussion. 
 
Stewardship Committee – Will begin monthly membership events.  Group would like to 
organize a drive through chili/grilled cheese dinner.  Council approved. 
 
Pastor/Parish – Committee meeting to be scheduled.  It is time to renew Pastor Brad contract.   



 

 
Worship Committee – Roy Berrey updated council that members are now singing in church 
again.  Offering plate will remain at back of church.  Not passing the plate is more sanitary and 
takes the emphasis off money.  Communion will continue to be given in the front of the church to 
help minimize passing things around.  Recommended we resume greeters/ushers.  The list of 
greeters/ushers will be in the September newsletter in order and resume in October.  The 
liturgist will be asked to be greeter. 
  
Strategic Planning – Kate Black and Jeanette Steger will work with Fritz to review and update 
bylaws.  

 
Search Committee – Profile is completed and has been given to Lorraine.  The next step will 
be reviewing profiles of candidates.  
 
Old Business 
Humpty Dumpty – Fritz sent notice that  Humpty Dumpty has signed the 2022 contract. 
Approved window clings on doors.  
 
New Business 
Building Use Request - Jared requested the use of Fellowship Hall for the local Darlington 
Alcoholics Anonymous Group.  Due to changes in their current arrangement they were left with 
no location to hold meetings.  Need is Tuesday evenings 6-8 p.m. and Thursday mornings from 
6:15 to 7:15 a.m.  Light use of kitchen as they provide their own coffee makers and utensils.  
Jared has been involved with the group for many years.  Discussed fee and how this was a 
good opportunity for Immanuel to give back to the community which was discussed during 
strategic planning.   Jared will be the responsible church member to coordinate these meetings.  
The Council approved allowing this group to use our facility, no fee required but donations are 
accepted.  
 
The next Council meeting will be August 18, 2021 at 6:15 p.m.  
 
 

 
 

 
 

THANK YOU! 
Thank you to the members of Immanuel for your support and 
extension of sympathy on the loss of Mary Lindell.  Also, a thank 
you goes out to the church council for the opening up of the Church 
and use of the Fellowship Hall for Mary’s funeral as well for the 
Women’s Guild (Deb Loken) for serving up the refreshments.    
Pastor Brad and Cindy did a fine job so a thanks to them also. 
 

Rodney Lindell 

 

 

 
 
 



 

 
 AUGUST WOMEN’S GUILD MEETING 
The Women’s Guild Meeting will be held on Thursday, August 19th 
at 12:00.  Lunch will be provided by the officers.  Hope to see 
everyone at the meeting. 
 

Debbie Loken 
Guild President 

 
 

 
 
 
 
Search Committee Update 
The Search Committee has finished the profile and it has 
been sent to the SW Wisconsin UCC Conference office.  We 
met weekly for the last three months to make sure we did a 
complete and accurate job so a potential candidate will know 
who we are and what our hopes are for the future.  We are 
praying and listening to God through this process as this is 
God’s Church and we know that he will bring the right 

candidate to us.  We will meet with Pastor Lorraine, our UCC Conference Minister, in early 
August and she will explain the next steps of receiving and reading pastor profiles.   Please 
continue to keep this committee in your prayers.  
 
 
 

 
 

 
On July 11, 2021 a family reunion was held at fellowship hall 
for the families of the Poppas and Picketts.  A generous 
donation of $111.00 was given by the two families for the use 
of our facilities.  This donation will be put into the general 
church fund.  Thank you for the donation. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
PASTORAL CARE 
If you know of any church member that would appreciate a 
pastoral visit, please let Janice Ruf know and she will follow 
up with the contact, or contact Pastor Brad Brookins at 608-
669-2926. 

 
 



 

 

 
 
 

 

IUCC Online Giving 

 Immanuel United Church of Christ is now able to offer the option of online 
giving.  This is done through our Churchtrac program.  There are three 
options to give:  Credit/Debit card, ACH/Checking, and SMS/Text 
giving.  There is a small cost to IUCC to be able to do this but it is 
minimal.  The most cost effective way to give online is to do the 

ACH/Checking option.  The cost for IUCC is only $.25 a transaction.  Credit/Debit card has a 
cost of 2.2% plus 30 cents for each transaction.  SMS/Text giving utilizes a credit/debit card so 
the cost would be the same.  You will be credited for your full donation and IUCC will pay the fee 
to the company.  

If you are logged into Churchtrac (https://iucc.churchtrac.com/), the donation will go directly into 
your account.  You are able to select different categories you would like your donation to go 
to.  For example, $200 donation - $180 to General Operations and $20 to OCWM.  The money 
gets directly deposited into the Church bank account.  The company Churchtrac uses for this is 
Stripe and our account is all set up with them.  They receive the fee for their service through the 
transactions that are completed.  The transaction will show up on your account as Immanuel 
UCC. There is a step by step process help guide that can be accessed by clicking the link at the 
top of the e-mail that was previously sent to you, or the link on our website.  

If you already have or would prefer to have your bank send your donation to the Church via 
check, that option has not changed. 

If you need any help getting this set up, please feel free to reach out to Marjean Sutherland at 
608-482-0091 or e-mail marjeans@hotmail.com.  

 

 

 

 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

August 18 – Church Council Meeting at 6:15 p.m. 
August 19 – Women’s Guild Meeting at noon.   
August 23 – Deadline for September newsletter articles 

       September 12 – Start time for worship services will return to 10:00 a.m. 
 

 

  

https://iucc.churchtrac.com/
mailto:marjeans@hotmail.com


 

  



 

 
 

 
 
AUGUST  
BIRTHDAYS 
 
 

2nd Danielle Duerst 
11th Sandi Reichling 
15th Marcus Kendall 
17th Brandon Hardt 
  Jay Lancaster 
18th Jenny Jenson 
20th Peggy Moest-Lancaster 
22nd Jared Reuter 
26th LuAnn Monson 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
AUGUST 
ANNIVERSARIES 
 
 
 

4th Matt & Jolene Ubersox 
6th Tom & Betsy Ellefson 
12th Bernie & Nancy Ruf 
14th Bruce & Jenny Jenson 
17th Steve & Sheila Siegler 
22nd Don & Janis Ruf 
23rd Wayne & Joanne Krebs 
26th Harold & Barb Douglas 
27th Ed & Betsy Wiegel 
28th Kerry & Kate Black 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AUGUST LITURGISTS 
1st Roy Berrey 
8th Judy Huntington 
15th Janice Ruf  
22nd Pam Hardt 
29th Dave Sutherland 
Sept. 5th – Joan Blaser 
 
   

 
 
Deadline for 
the September 
newsletter 
articles is 
August 23, 
2021. 

 


