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How We Live 
Do you know what Jacob Chestnut, John Gibson, Rosa Parks, and 
the Rev. Billy Graham all have in common?  They are the only 
private citizens to “Lie in Honor” in the U.S. Capitol Rotunda.  There 

were others, several other people, who were shown a similar honor, but they were public 
officials and politicians who, it seems, are always treated differently.  
 
As for the political group, when they are brought before the people, it is called, “Lying in State”, 
not “Honor”.  But, when a private citizen has their casket placed in the Capitol Rotunda for public 
viewing, it is called, “Lying in Honor”.  Lying “In Honor” or “In State”, either one is a very large 
sign of respect. 
 
In 1988, a madman killed Senior Police Officer Jacob Chestnut as the officer stood post at the at 
the entrance to the Capital Building.  Detective John Gibson had been assigned to protect 
Congressman Tom DeLay.  Detective Gibson was killed when that same man broke into 
DeLay’s office and started a gunfight.  
 
Arrested for refusing to give up her seat on a bus to a white man in Alabama in 1955, Rosa 
Parks sparked the year-long Montgomery Bus Boycott.  She became the face of America’s 
equal rights movement.  

This very rare honor shown in recognition of the passing of these four individuals drew the entire 
nation’s attention, as it should have.  But there is one thing on which I would like to comment: I 
can’t even begin to speculate how strong the first three people’s faith was, or even if they were 
Christians at all.  This is not the same for the fourth and latest person given this privilege: The 
Rev. Dr. Billy Graham.  
 
“Let love and faithfulness never leave you; bind them around your neck, write them on 
the tablet of your heart.  Then you will win favor and a good name in the sight of God and 
man.” – Proverbs 3:3-4.  
And … 
“A good name is more desirable than great riches; to be esteemed is better than silver or 
gold.” – Proverbs 22:1 
 
I have little difficulty believing that Rev. Graham had a very good name.  His name was revered 
by all who knew him.  Known as the America’s Pastor, which was a title given him by President G. 
W. Bush. Dr. Graham had access to presidents for over 50 years.  I think there are very few 
people who could say anything bad about Rev. Graham.  For almost 100 years, his name has 
been held in the highest respect by all who knew him or knew of him.  I would like to believe Billy 
Graham’s name is also found pleasing to the Lord, and he has come home and is with Jesus. 
 
When our time comes to leave this world, we might not expect our caskets to be brought before 
the people to view at the U.S. Capital.  But an even greater honor awaits Christ’s followers.  
My prayer is that we will all be welcomed home in glory by our Heavenly Father, as good and 
faithful servants.  Amen. 
 
Pastor Bob Wilkins 
 



 

 

 

CHURCH COUNCIL 

The August Church Council meeting was held on August 16th, 2023. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Fritz Hirsbrunner, Sheila Siegler, Kerry Black, 
Nancy Slama, Dave Sutherland, Jordan Hinderman, and Connie 

Ubersox.  Absent:  Roy Berrey and Brandi Ruf Wepking. 
 
Review and Repair of Agenda – Items added to New Business – Humpty Dumpty and 

Contribution Statements  

Approval of Minutes – The Council approved the July minutes as presented. 

Reports -  

Financial Report – There was discussion regarding where memorial monies are appearing on 

the financial report.  Connie Ubersox will contact Betsy Wiegel and report back to the Council 

next month.  The financial report was approved as submitted. 

Christian Education Committee – still in need of teachers. 

Building & Grounds Committee –  

a. Parsonage – a letter will be sent out to everyone that helped get the parsonage 
ready for Pastor Bob and Donna Wilkins.  The carpet will be cleaned August 17th.  
A new screen door will be installed.  Roy Hardt and Randy Loken did a great job 
with all the projects they did at the parsonage.  With what the Women’s Guild put 
into the project and all the hours everyone put into cleaning and fixing the 
parsonage, the cost is approximately $5,000 to get the parsonage ready for Pastor 
Bob and Donna Wilkins.  The city of Darlington will be taking down the tree in front 
of the parsonage when they have time. 

b. Fellowship Hall – the back door still needs to be done. 

Endowment Committee – the year-to-date return on our investments with Thrivent is 5.8%. 

Worship Committee – Thank you to Judy Huntington for leading worship of August 20th.  There 
will be gospel music on August 27th. 
Search Committee – the committee has been disbanded now that we have Pastor Wilkins 

starting September 1, 2023. 

New Business 

a. Humpty Dumpty – will not be in business this fall.  The Council approved releasing 
Humpty Dumpty from its lease. 

b. Contribution Statements – There was discussion as to whether to send out 
contribution statements annually instead of semi-annually now that members have 
the ability to look at ChurchTrac and review their individual contributions.  It would 
save the church money on paper and postage.  The Council approved sending out 
annual contribution statements instead of semi-annually.  There will be something 
put in the September newsletter notifying parishioners of this. 
 

The next Council meeting will be September 20, 2023 at 6:15 p.m.  
 
 

 



 
 
OUR DEEPEST SYMPATHIES 
Immanuel extends its deepest sympathies to the family of Tim 
Ubersox, who passed away on August 8, 2023, and to the family of 
Vick Ward, who passed away on August 12, 2023.  Words are never 
adequate in moments like these.  Our hearts go out to all of you, and 
we will always remember the happy memories we have of Tim and 
Vicki.  May those memories bring you joy. 
 

 
 

 
 

 

WORSHIP TIME CHANGE 

Rally Sunday is September 10th.  The Fall worship time will 

change back to 10:00 a.m.  Adult Bible Study and Sunday 

School will start at 9:00 a.m. as well.  Please note the time 

change on your calendars. 

 

 
CONTRIBUTION STATEMENTS 
The Church Council decided at the August Council meeting to have 
contribution statements sent out annually instead of semi-annually to church 
members. This decision was made because members now have the ability 
to look at ChurchTrac and review their individual contributions.  Church 
members that would like to continue to have their contribution statements 
mailed to them should inform Connie Ubersox or Janette Steger and they 
will mail your contribution statements to you.    

 
 

 
 
PARSONAGE UPDATE 
The parsonage committee of Randy & Debbie Loken and Dave & 
Marjean Sutherland are pleased to report that in less than three 
weeks the house is ready for Pastor Bob & Donna.  
 
The following updates were approved by Council and completed:  

Shower head, faucet, shower rod, towel rack, light and hardware for vanity were replaced in 
upstairs bathroom.  The basement dryer vent was replaced.  All the mini blinds in the downstairs 
were replaced by pleated shades.  Insulation fixed in garage and drywall installed on the house 
side.  Cupboard drawer bottoms repaired, range hood replaced, two small cupboards were 
purchased and installed next to stove and electric covers replaced.  Drywall repaired in two 
bedrooms and upstairs bathroom.  The bedrooms, upstairs bathroom, entryway from garage 
and behind cupboards were painted.  Light replaced outside garage entrances and entryway.  
The house was cleaned from top to bottom including carpet cleaning.  The outside of the house 
and gutters were cleaned by Tri-State Softwash.  The City has agreed to take down the tree in 
front of parsonage on Ohio Street.  It is on their property and it is in very bad shape.  



 
Thanks to the gifts of our church members most of this work was done at no cost.  There has 
been a minimum of 140 hours spent completing this.  The estimated total cost of this project is 
around $5,000 and the Women’s Guild has generously contributed $1,000.  
 
Special thanks to the following: 
Our awesome cleaning crew of Joan Blaser, Kate Black, Judy Huntington, Debbie Loken, Cindy 
Pluemer, Sheila Siegler, Nancy Slama, Janette Steger and Marjean Sutherland. 
 
Randy and Connie Ubersox and Dave Sutherland for keeping the bushes trimmed and weeds 
pulled. 
 
Dave Sutherland for cleaning the basement which included hauling stuff out into the dumpster 
and taking home all the old paint and stain to properly dispose of. 
 
Roy Hardt for using his amazing dry wall skills to fix the cracks in the plaster. 
 
Debbie Loken for her interior decorator skills to purchase all the items needed and her hours of 
cleaning. 
 
Marjean Sutherland for her organizational skills and hours of cleaning. 
 
Randy Loken for his handyman skills which included fixing drawers, installing lights, towel bars, 
range hoods, cupboards, shades, drywall, faucets and so much more. 
 
Thank you, God, for bringing Pastor Bob & Donna to IUCC, and to the wonderful church 
members who were willing to help prepare for their arrival. 
 

 
 
 
 

 WOMEN’S GUILD  
The Women’s Guild September meeting will be on the 13th at 
12:00.  Lunch will be provided.  Jared Reuter will be doing a 
program on the Missions Team recent trip to Bioloxi. 
 

Debbie Loken 
 

 
 
 

July 2023 Financial Information 
 

       July    Year to Date       Year to Date 
  2023  Budget      2023  Budget 

Contributions/Other Revenue  $13,211 $  5,808 $65,281  $50,431 
Expenses     $  1,962 $11,420 $37,115  $46,538 
Net Gain/(Loss)   $11,249 $ (5,612) $28,166  $  3,893 
 
 



 

 
 
 
PASTORAL CARE 
If you know of any church member that would appreciate a 
pastoral visit, please let Pastor Bob Wilkins know and he will 
follow up with the contact.  You can contact Pastor Wilkins at 
812-691-0907, or at 608-776-4110. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
80 AND OVER 80 BIRTHDAY PARTY 
On Wednesday, August 9, 2023 the E F & G committee hosted a 
party for people 80 years old or older.  The turnout was awesome 

and we had a great day.  Joe Boll came to talk about the history of Darlington and he did a great 
job.  A booklet was put together that each person received to take with them on the history of 
Immanuel Church.  We had a delicious lunch topped off with ice cream.  Thank you to everyone 
for coming and a big thank you to those who helped with the party. 
 
                                                  E F & G Committee 
 

 

 

 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Sept. 1 – Pastor Bob Wilkins starts at Immanuel 
Sept. 3 – Communion during worship 
Sept. 4 – Labor Day 

Sept. 10 – Rally Sunday - Fall worship schedule starts with worship at 10:00 a.m., Sunday School and 
Adult Bible Study will start at 9:00 a.m. 
Sept. 13 – Women’s Guild Meeting at noon 
Sept. 20 – Church Council Meeting at 6:15 p.m. 
Sept. 25 – Deadline for October newsletter articles 
 

  



Our Worth In The Eyes Of Our Creator From Proverbs 3:1-18 

 
 
My child, do not forget my teaching, but let your heart keep my commandments; for length 
of days and years of life and abundant welfare they will give you.  Do not let loyalty and 
faithfulness forsake you; bind them around your neck, write them on the tablet of your 
heart.  So you will find favor and good repute in the sight of God and of people.  Trust in the 
LORD with all your heart, and do not rely on your own insight.  In all your ways acknowledge 
him, and he will make straight your paths.  Do not be wise in your own eyes; fear the LORD, 
and turn away from evil.  It will be a healing for your flesh  and a refreshment for your body.  
Honor the LORD with your substance and with the first fruits of all your produce; then your 
barns will be filled with plenty, and your vats will be bursting with wine.  My child, do not despise 
the LORD’s discipline or be weary of his reproof, for the LORD reproves the one he loves, as a 
father the son in whom he delights.  Happy are those who find wisdom, and those who get 
understanding, for her income is better than silver, and her revenue better than gold.  She is 
more precious than jewels, and nothing you desire can compare with her.  Long life is in her 
right hand; in her left hand are riches and honor.  Her ways are ways of pleasantness, and all 
her paths are peace.  She is a tree of life to those who lay hold of her; those who hold her fast 
are called happy. (Created with LOGOS® Bible Software.) 
 

 



 

 
 
 
SEPTEMBER 
BIRTHDAYS 

1st LeeAnne Ruef 
4th Dante Glendenning 
 Brody Hinderman 
5th Randy Meier 
 Tana Risseeuw 
6th Sam Meier 
9th Joanne Krebs 
12th Christy Meier 

David Sutherland 
13th Randy Loken 
15th Tyler Duerst 
17th Ryker Lewin 
18th Irving Ruef 
20th Bruce Jenson 
23rd Gary Martin 
 Daphne Milestone 
24th Ron Ubersox 
25th Christa Jenson 
28th MaryLou Tuescher 
 
 
 
 
 
SEPTEMBER LITURGISTS 
3rd Judy Huntington 
10th Janice Ruf 
17th Jared Reuter 
24th  Lizzy Reuter 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
SEPTEMBER 
ANNIVERSARIES 
 
2nd Tyrel & Kristin Douglas 
4th Ann & Jared  Reuter 
8th MaryLou & Bill Tuescher 
10th Dave & Marjean Sutherland 
14th Don & Peggy Rolli 
16th Randy & Christy Meier 
17th Randy & Debbie Loken 
20th Lisa & James Reilly 
29th Irving & LeeAnne Ruef 
  
 
 
 
    
 

Deadline for the 
October newsletter 
articles is 
September 25, 
2023. 


