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Sermon 4/3/22 5th Sunday of Lent “Jesus anointed by Mary” 
IUCC Darlington 
Bill Whitford 
Text: John 12:1-8 

In today’s story, we see the disciples gathering with Jesus at what we 

understand to be the Last Supper as Passover approaches. Mary uses a costly bottle 

of perfume/oil and she anoints Jesus with it. If we understand the costs and value 

of the times, this bottle was worth nearly a year's wages. A year! By itself, this was 

an amazing and extravagant gift. 

But then Mary goes to Jesus and begins rubbing it on his feet, using her own 

hair like a towel to rub the oil into his skin. It s an act of pure love, but she also 

humbles herself by using her own hair. We see the greed of Judas as he attempts to 

scold her for this gift, wasting money that could have been spent elsewhere but 

Jesus denies his claim. Jesus says, although nobody seems to understand him, that 

he won’t be here forever. Jesus affirms the gift as appropriate. 

We treasure stories like this, of Jesus and his followers interacting. This 

story appears in all four gospels, with some variations of course. One variance is 

the anointing of the head vs feet. Another is using hair for the anointing, and in 

Luke, it happens earlier in his ministry than the others.  These differences are 

interesting but that’s not the most important part for us today. 

One of the things about today's story is not just Mary's sacrificing the costly 

oil, and not just her using her hair, but it's about everybody else's reactions. 

Possibly she understands better than they do but Jesus’ time is coming to an end. 

The reaction of Judas seems practical at first, but then the comment about him 

stealing from the petty cash bag makes it seem very self-centered.  
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It gives us comfort to know that Mary did what was important. That's what 

our Lord Jesus says, not in a parable. But as a statement here in scripture. Just as 

Jesus is present here with us today. Mary realized how precious his presence was in 

those days, and specifically at that meal. In a few minutes, we will also be sharing 

this meal as Jesus commanded us to do.  

My favorite part of the story is where John the gospel writer says “The 

house was filled with the fragrance of the perfume”. Amidst everything going on in 

the ministry of Jesus, this is a wonderful moment to stop and ponder. Everyone 

seemed to enjoy the fragrant smell of the perfume, including Jesus. It’s a detail that 

could have been overlooked, but it draws us closer to the story and closer to Jesus 

at the same time.  

As we look at this season of Lent in 2022 as an opportunity for us to find a new 

normal, a new baseline for our lives after covid. Maybe as we work our way into 

what passes for a normal life now and we think about the idea of repentance and 

during Lent the theme of repentance, maybe we can see some opportunity for 

change in our lives. Maybe we can look back over the last two years and all the 

things that we gave up that we couldn't participate in that we couldn't experience 

that we couldn't share with one another and we can see now things that we'd like to 

do differently with our lives. Perhaps what we wish we were doing differently is 

spending more time with God instead of less. Maybe we can see that we have 

everything we need when we're with God when we're praying and communicating 

with God. It's my hope for you that the coming day is and weeks and years are 

better. Not because we're not wearing a mask, not because we can gather together 

in the sanctuary as God's people, but because we make an effort to get closer to 

God. This is my hope for all of us. Amen.


