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Greetings,  
 
I was reading Psalm 128 today, which is not surprising as I read the 
Psalms of Ascent often, more often when I’m thinking about another 
journey as I am now.  The collection is often said to represent or 

chronicle a journey, possibly the journey of the ancient Jews from exile to home.  In Psalm 127, 
the Psalmist connects human happiness with the gift of a blessing.  Psalm 128 continues with 
this theme.  The blessing given is for those who “fear” the Lord, those who walk in God’s 
pathway and do not follow evil enemies.  The prayer asks that daily life will not carry a heavy 
burden, and that the work involved in daily life will be meaningful.  What this Psalm is saying is 
that If you fear God, or are with God, you are still to receive this blessing wherever you are.  A 
very comforting message for any person is contemplating life changes or is in the midst of them.  
But for everyone - this is an imprint message; whether we are 15, 35 or like most of us here - 
over 50 wherever we find ourselves.  In one way or another, we are in a place where God’s 
blessings are needed.  We all need to know that God is with us.  We all need to trust God in 
order to keep faith and hope as a part of our lives. 
 
I have heard people utter the phrase “I am truly blessed,” many times throughout my life.  I don’t 
think most of them really understood what they were saying.  People seem to know instinctively 
what it means for them to be blessed.  Perhaps the reason for this is because what brings us 
true happiness and true blessedness are really the same.  If all things we are given come from 
God, as I believe, then it would be God who provides both.  Happiness and blessedness can 
even be one in the same.  
 
But I think we need to remember one thing.  Happiness is made by humans whereas blessings 
are bestowed by God.  Blessings do not come and go.  Our Psalmist this morning is therefore 
telling us that as a people of God, if we accept God’s blessing, what will really make us happy is 
God’s presence with us and in us.  
 
Many of us are having a hard time doing that right now.  It’s hard to see what has been going on 
around us as a blessing.  As I thought about this further, I was reminded of all the folks in the 
Bible who had it a great deal worse than most of us and still felt blessed by God.  They certainly 
would not have chosen to be persecuted or oppressed, but they still held their faith steadfast 
and are thankful to God for everything that they are given, because they know that through 
Jesus Christ and his sacrifice for us, we have been given a way to eternal blessing and 
happiness.  I think what we have to remember is that although feeling blessed and feeling happy 
can be the same, feeling blessed comes from the truth of God’s Word and the importance of it in 
our lives.  We should be happy about this, but it is not the same as the fleeting happiness we 
get from some material object or other earthly gain.  
 
When I get worried, lost, upset, frustrated, etc., I go to the Psalms and I find a place of blessing.  
For you it may be different.  There’s an entire book full of God’s Word just waiting to be explored 
and somewhere in there, there is the place that you too will remember or find true blessedness, 
even at the hardest times.  
 
In Christ,  
Pastor Barbara 
 



 

 

 

 

CHURCH COUNCIL 

The August Church Council meeting was held on August 19th, 2020. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Members Present:  Roy Berrey, JoAnn 
Geissbuhler, Roy Hardt, Fritz Hirsbrunner, Judy Huntington, Tana 

Risseeuw, Janice Ruf, Jean Stauffacher, Matt Ubersox, and Randy Ubersox.  Absent:  Pastor 
Barbara Brakey and Sheila Siegler.   Guest Pastor Rev. Lorraine Ceniceros UCC Conference  
 
Pastor Lorraine Ceniceros-UCC Associate Conference:  Pastor came to answer questions 
and provide information in regard to what we need to gather to prepare for our Pastor Search.   
 
Review and Repair of Agenda - Added Survey Committee Report to Old Business and Mission 
Team to New Business 
 
Approval of Minutes:  The Council approved the July meeting minutes as printed. 
 
Financial Report:  The Council approved the financial report as presented. 
 
Pastor’s Report:  Pastor Barbara had a printed report stating October 4th will be Confirmation 
Sunday.  Mission team has cancelled the Pie Sale and will be having a Brat and Cinnamon Roll 
Sale on 8/28.  There will be communion on September 6.  Pastor Barbara will consecrate the 
elements up front and the pre-packaged Communion will be available on the way out.  
Devotional reading will be added to the service and Cindy will be adding some music to fill out 
the service.  Also various people have been contacted to record special music to be played 
during worship  
 
President’s Report: The radio contract expires end of August.  The Council approved to not 
renew since it is a 3 month commitment and that exceeds Pastor’s remaining time with us.  
Pastor Parish Relations committee met on August 5th and will be adding liturgists back to the 
service.   EF&G committee and Stewardship Committee met and are making a plan for reaching 
out to members to be sure needs are being met.  Fall worship time will be 10am beginning on 
September 13. 
 
Christian Education:  JoAnn Geissbuhler reported that Sara Gleason has retired as Sunday 
School Superintendent and Stacy Kammes stepped down as a teacher.  The Council would like 
to thank Sara and Stacy for their years of service.  Tara Glendenning will continue as a teacher 
but there is a need for volunteers.  David Cook materials have been ordered and will be mailed 
out to students until able to meet in person. 
 
Building and Grounds Committee:  Matt Ubersox will check into getting bids for landscaping 
around the fellowship hall.    
 
Mission Team:  Janice Ruf reported that there will be a Cinnamon Roll Sale on August 28th, 
starting at 8:00 a.m. until sold out and the Brat Stand from 10:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m. in the 
Piggly Wiggly parking lot.  The annual Mission Team Pie sale has been cancelled due to the 
pandemic. 
 



Stewardship Committee: Janice Ruf stated letters will be sent out in November for 
Stewardship month. 
 
 
EF&G:  Janice Ruf stated they will be working with Joan Blaser in getting a call list organized to 
reach out to members. 
 
Women’s Guild:  All meetings have been cancelled for the remainder of 2020.  The bazaar will 
not be held but they will be reaching out to members to make monetary donations to replace this 
fundraiser. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
Humpty Dumpty lease:  No report 
 
The survey/mailing list committee offered a recommendation.  Action was tabled until the next 
meeting pending more information. 
 
New Business: 
Pastor Barbara Brakey’s retirement:  The Council approved to accept Pastor Barbara’s 
retirement announcement and to thank her for her service to our Congregation. 
 
Discussion was held regarding Adult and Children’s Sunday School.  Opening will be 
delayed until teachers and guidelines can be met.  Possibly an October rally day. 
 
Liturgist:  Joan Blaser will be asking people to cover on Sundays.  This will become part of the 
worship again as soon as she is able to get people scheduled. 
 
Date for Confirmation:  October 4th.  Janice will talk to Pastor to see if can get an estimate 
from the Confirmands of how many family members will be attending so we can set the Church 
to accommodate all the Covid restrictions. 
 
Mission Team:  The Council approved to allow them to use kitchen and fellowship hall following 
the recommended Covid guidelines and to clean following instructions posted in kitchen. 
 
The next Council meeting will be September 16th at 6:15 p.m.  
 
 

 
 

 

WORSHIP TIME CHANGE 

On September 13th, the Fall worship time will change back to 10:00 

a.m. 

 

 

 

 
 



 
IN MEMORY OF HAROLD RUEF 

Our deepest sympathies go out to the family of Harold Ruef who passed away August 23rd.  Our 
hearts go out to you, and we will always remember the happy memories we have in knowing 
Harold.  Harold will be affectionately remembered and sadly missed by all who knew him. 

 

 

 
 
 

 WOMEN’S GUILD UPDATE FOR 2020 
It has been decided by the Women’s Guild Officers that for the 
remainder of 2020 all meetings and activities will be cancelled.  
That would include the Christmas Cookie Bazaar in December.  
More information will be announced later in the year in regards to 
a monetary donation to the guild which would replace the cookie 

bazaar. 
 
Connie is continuing to take care of our usual donations that the guild is responsible for and will 
continue to do so. 
 
If anyone has any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact a guild officer.  We hope 
everyone is doing well thru this most unusual time and we pray 2021 will get all of us back to 
normal. 
 
Debbie Loken 
Guild President 
 
 

 
 
 
 
WHAT IS HAPPENING AT IMMANUEL? 
We resumed worship on July 19, 2020 and while the first 
services were slightly condensed, more content is 
regularly being added. 
 

Pastor Barbara, the Pastor Parish Relations Committee and Church Council members have 
worked together to expand the worship service to include more music, devotionals, and we will 
have liturgists again in the near future.  These changes will be done according to CDC 
guidelines. 
 
On September 6th, communion will be included in the service with communion kits available as 
we exit worship. 
 
The start of Sunday School has been postponed but the children will be receiving  Sunday 
School material in the mail. 
 
October 4th will be Confirmation Sunday. 
 



The Church Council and Pastor Barbara are working hard to make the worship service 
meaningful and the sanctuary a safe place to gather! 
 
Peace and grace to you! 
Immanuel UCC Church Council 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
PASTORAL CARE 
If you know of any church member that would appreciate a 
pastoral visit, please let Pastor Barbara know. 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
MAKING CONTRIBUTIONS ONLINE? 
We are very grateful to everyone who submitted their contributions via mail.  
We truly appreciate your continued support.   
 
As a reminder, contributions can be mailed to: 

IUCC 
339 E. Louisa Street 
PO Box 87 
 Darlington, WI  53530. 

 
Contributions can also be submitted online through your bank's online bill pay function.   It saves 
time, postage, and an envelope! 
 
 

 

 

 



 

 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Sept. 6 – Communion during worship 
Sept. 7 – Labor Day 
Sept. 13 – Fall worship schedule starts with worship at 10:00 a.m. 
Sept. 16 – Church Council Meeting at 6:15 p.m. 

Sept. 21 – Deadline for October newsletter articles 
 
 

 

 

OUR GOD 

God is a person, and in the deep of His mighty nature He thinks, wills, enjoys, feels, loves, 

desires, and suffers as any other person may.  In making Himself known to us He stays by the 

familiar pattern of personality.  He communicates with us through the avenues of our minds, our 

wills and our emotions.  The continuous and unembarrassed interchange of love and thought 

between God and the soul of the redeemed man is the throbbing heart of New Testament 

religion.  

 
A.W. Tozer 
The Pursuit of God 
Better Families July 2020 
 
 

 
LIFE LESSON 
 
Remember, when life is over our heads, all things are under God’s feet! 
 
Doris Meyers 
Better Families July 2020 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
SEPTEMBER 
BIRTHDAYS 

1st LeeAnne Ruef 
3rd Laura Huntington 
4th Harold Douglas 
 Dante Glendenning 
 Brody Hinderman 
 Alexis Stauffacher 
5th Stacy Johnson 
 Randy Meier 
 Tana Risseeuw 
6th Kyle Geissbuhler 
 Sam Meier 
7th Lance Ubersox 
9th Joanne Krebs 
11th Rodney Lindell 
12th Christy Meier 

David Sutherland 
13th Randy Loken 
  Taryn Rankin 
14th Kolbe Ubersox 
17th Jessica Geissbuhler 
  Eugene Jenson 
  Ryker Lewin 
18th Carol Martin 

Irving Ruef 
 Tessa Saalsaa 
20th Bruce Jenson 
23rd Amy Lewis 
 Gary Martin 
 Daphne Milestone 
24th Destiny Prine 
 Ron Ubersox 
25th Christa Jenson 
27th Michael Ruf 
28th MaryLou Tuescher 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 

 
  
 

 
 
 
SEPTEMBER 
ANNIVERSARIES 
4th Ann & Jared  
 Reuter 

8th

 MaryLou &  
         Bill Tuescher 

10th Dave & Marjean Sutherland 
14th Don & Peggy Rolli 
17th Randy & Debbie Loken 
20th Lisa & James Reilly 
23rd Emily & Tyler Langkamp 
29th Irving & LeeAnne Ruef 
  
 
 
 
  
    
 

Deadline for the 
October newsletter 
articles is 
September 21, 
2020. 


