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May Article 
 
We made it through Lent, Good Friday, and Easter 
Sunday.  Christ is Risen!  He is Risen Indeed!  
This is great news that is worth sharing in any 
newsletter any day of the year.  Jesus has done 

something so amazing that we still can’t wrap our minds around it, 2000 years later.  
Look at the disciple Thomas, at the gathering a week after Easter.  He didn’t really 
believe that the others had seen Jesus appear in a closed room after he had died (and 
risen again!).  Thomas was a loyal follower who had walked with Jesus and seen so 
much of his ministry.  Yet he doubted the whole story of Jesus appearing to the others.   
Now, a week later, Thomas is with the group and Jesus appears again.  Right away, 
Jesus says “Hey Thomas, check out these hands”.  Thomas exclaims as he sees the 
wounds, that it is Jesus our Lord and Savior.  And now comes the best part of the story, 
because Jesus isn’t just talking to Thomas, but he is talking to us too.  Jesus says in 
v.29 “Because you have seen me, you have believed; blessed are those who have not 
seen and yet have believed.” 
 
You and I, beloved children of God, are blessed because we believe.  We never put our 
finger in the hole of Jesus’ hand like Thomas, yet we believe that Jesus died and rose 
again.  We may have our doubts, but our belief in Jesus means we are blessed.  Read 
over the stories in the Gospels for yourself.  Pray and thank God for this amazing gift.  
 
Pulpit Pastor Bill Whitford 
 
 
 

 
 

 

CHURCH COUNCIL 

The April Church Council meeting was held on April 
20, 2022.  Members Present: Roy Berrey, Fritz 
Hirsbrunner, Kerry Black, Jean Stauffacher, JoAnn 
Geissbuhler, Nancy Slama, Randy Ubersox, David 

Sutherland, Brandi Ruf Wepking and Sheila Siegler (via Zoom). 
 
Review and Repair of the Agenda –  

Added to Building & Grounds: 
a. Church Bells Not Ringing 

 
The Council approved the March minutes as presented and the Financial Report as 
presented. 
 
Reports -  
Pastor’s Report – There was a discussion on when summer worship hours would start 
and the time of worship for the summer.  Roy discussed with Pastor Bill and Cindy and 
it was agreed that Summer worship will be at 9:00 a.m. starting May 29, 2022 (Memorial 
Day weekend) and ending September 4, 2022 (Labor Day Weekend).  There was also 



discussion about Graduation Sunday, which is May 22 2022, and what the graduates 
may do during the worship service, i.e., do the readings, bell choir.  JoAnn will reach out 
to Janice from EFG about gifts for graduates. 
President’s Report – JoAnn did a list of monthly standing agenda items.  After looking 
at the list, the only change is to add in January that the Council is to decide who will do 
the employee evaluations to have time to prepare and complete by April. Pastor Nick 
from Baptist Church will be organizing Darlington High School Baccalaureate for the 
graduating seniors on the evening of May 22.  Mariah Kendall is going to represent 
Immanuel reading a scripture. 
Christian Education Committee – There was a children’s program on Palm Sunday.  
For Mother’s Day, the committee will have the children put on a pancake breakfast after 
the worship service with a free-will donation.  The kids will hand out potted flowers that 
are given to mothers after the service on Mother’s Day.   
Building & Grounds Committee –  
Bushes at Parsonage - Randy Ubersox asked the Council what we wanted done with 
the bushes between the parking lot and the parsonage—all bushes out or take out only 
the dead bushes.  The Council decided to look at the bushes when they did the 
parsonage tour. Consensus was to remove them all.   Randy also brought up the 
railroad ties.  There are railroad ties at the edge of the property with a couple that are 
good and the rest are rotted.  May need to purchase more.  
Church Bells - The church bells are not ringing any more at the beginning of worship 
and also not ringing on the hour.  Phil Risseeuw checked the bells to see why they were 
not ringing on the hour as he only knows how to set the time the bells would ring.   Lee 
Manufacturing from Oshkosh will charge $625 to come and check out the bells.  They 
would bring parts for the bells and repair the bells it possible.  Roy brought up getting 
the model number off the bells and see if there is a manual online that may help us 
figure out the issue.  Fritz and Sheila will look more into this to see if this can be easily 
taken care of with Lee Manufacturing over the phone.  This matter was tabled until next 
month.  
Fellowship Hall Soffit - was mentioned during the meeting as to what color and JoAnn 
already told Ubersox Construction to paint the same color as is now. 
It was mentioned that there is a lot of dog poop on the east side of the church.  It was 
decided to get signs asking people to pick up after their dogs. 
Mission Team – The Mission Team checking account balance is $15,177.74.  The 
Mission Team is going to Back Bay Mission July 30, 2023 to August 5, 2023.  The Brat 
& Cinnamon Roll Stand will be April 29th from 8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. with brats being 
sold starting at 10:00 a.m.  Approximately 500 cinnamon rolls will be made.  The team 
needs help frosting the cinnamon rolls on April 29th.  Ann Reuter is putting something on 
Facebook for this.  Abigail Reuter is going to Cape Point, South Africa on a mission trip.  
She needs $6,000 to go and has raised $4,000.  The Mission Team has donated $1,000 
to Abigail’s trip. 
EF & G Committee – Easter cards were sent out 
Endowment Committee – Nothing new.  Having difficulty setting up a meeting. 
Pastor-Parish Committee – Roy Berrey stated Pastor Bill is happy and is doing well.  
He is on a 3-month contract.  The Council approved renewing Pastor Bill’s contract for 
another 3 months as it may be longer than 3 months before we get a new minister.   
Women’s Guild – Brandi Ruf Wepking informed the Council there is nothing new.  
Reminder to bring cookies to put in the freezer for fellowship after the worship service. 
Worship Committee – Roy Berrey reported that Pastor Bill asked if there was Bible 
study during the summer.  Roy was informed that there isn’t Bible study during the 
summer months.  Roy will let Pastor Bill know this. 
  



Search Committee – The Search Committee has meet twice via Zoom with a potential 
pastor.  The committee is looking at the salary and benefits and what we can offer. The 
committee is continuing conversations and hopeful to have this candidate come for a 
visit of the area and make an offer.  Committee is hopeful they could start at Immanuel 
by the end of the summer. 
Old Business 
Investments – Betsy Wiegel will be sending the money to the Foundation.  The 
agreement is signed.  There is $91,000 in the Baxter account, $17,000 in the Memorial 
Fund, and $7,000 in the Building Fund.  The Council discussed what investments to 
send to the Foundation and what investments to keep. The Council approved sending 
the Baxter and Memorial Fund investments to the Foundation and keep the Building 
Fund money back as it will be used for future projects.   
Humpty Dumpty Request & Contract Revisions – Humpty Dumpty would like to have 
kids all day with classes in the morning and daycare services in the afternoon. State 
guidelines for all day requires feeding the kids lunch and having a sink which cannot be 
in the classroom space.  There is a sink in the old kitchen with no hot water and no 
plumbing and is now a classroom.   A refrigerator will also be needed to store the sack 
lunches.   A new contract will need to be negotiated with Humpty Dumpty when these 
changes are made since they will be using the space all day.  The parents will be 
charged a fee for any child in the afternoon.  Council decided that having Humpty 
Dumpty and allowing afternoon daycare was a need in the community and want to 
make this work. It was felt Humpty Dumpty should have a private kitchenette for their 
use versus using the kitchen upstairs. There was discussion of extending the water from 
one of the bathrooms in the basement into the storage room adjacent used for Sunday 
school. There will need to be a 2-inch drain pipe in the wall for the kitchen sink. Sunday 
School storage could be moved to another room not used for Sunday school.  Randy 
Ubersox will talk to Randy Loken about coordinating this project with Chad Goebel.  
Fritz Hirsbrunner will talk to Nicki Goebel about the project and to renegotiate a contract 
with Humpty Dumpty. The cost of the updates will be approximately $3,000. 
Communion and Offering – It was brought up that there are concerns with the elderly 
going up to the altar for communion.  Roy will talk to Pastor Bill about having 
communion in the pews.  The Council also discussed when to start passing the offering 
plate during the worship service again.  It was decided to start passing the offering plate 
and communion in the pews on the first Sunday in May.  We will need ushers to help 
with distributing communion and collection of the offering.  Volunteers who are in church 
that Sunday can help. 
Substitute Pastor Policy-Pianist Section – The Council discussed removing the last 
paragraph of the Substitute Pastor Policy regarding the use of the organ or piano by 
anyone other than the designated UCC pianist/organist. It was felt that the organist 
does not need to take the phone calls to get approval to use the organ or piano since 
this was property of the church and other churches allow without calling the pianist for 
approval.  The Council approved striking the last paragraph from the Substitute Pastor 
Policy.   
New Business 
Evaluations-Janitor, Church Secretary, and Organist – There was discussion on 
who should be doing the evaluations for the janitor, church secretary and the organist.  
JoAnn and Fritz will be doing the evaluations. 
Parsonage Tour – The Council toured the parsonage for potential updates.  This will be 
discussed at future Council meetings. 
 
The next Council meeting will be Sunday, May 18th at 6:15pm.  
 



 

 
 
 
 
Mother’s Day Pancake Breakfast  
When:  Sunday, May 8th immediately after church (10:45 ish)  
The Sunday school program will be hosting and serving anyone 
who would like to attend.  A free will donation is greatly 
appreciated. Monies raised will be used to kick off next year’s 
Sunday School program in September 2022.  

 
Thank you  
Brandi Ruf Wepking  
Sunday School Superintendent  
 
 

 
 

 
Photos for Mother’s Day Presentation 
We are putting together a little presentation for the Mother’s 
Day service in church.  We are asking everyone to send a 
picture of your moms, grandmas, aunts, or any mother figure 
in your life now or in the past, with you or without you in the 

picture.   
 
Send to Brandi Ruf @ brandiruf@gmail.com or (608)726-1476. 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
MARCH 2022 FINANCIAL INFORMATION 
 

 
 

  March   Year to Date  Year to Date 
   2022 Budget      2022  Budget 

Contributions/Revenue  $  7,238 $  7,203 $ 20,764  $ 16,858 
Expenses    $10,316 $13,674 $ 27,830  $ 31,523 
Net Gain/(Loss)  $ (3,078) $(6,471) $ (7,066)  $(14,665) 
 

 
 

mailto:brandiruf@gmail.com


 
 
MISSION TEAM UPDATE 
Abigail Reuter is heading to Cape Point in South 
Africa for school and mission work from June 26, 
2022 through December 10, 2022.  Abigail’s total 
costs are in excess of $6,000.  She has raised over 

$4,000 so far.  If anyone would like to donate to help Abigail with the cost can send a 
donation to: 
 
 Abigail Reuter 
 345 Highland St. 
 Belmont, WI   53510. 
 
 
 

 
 

Graduating High School Seniors 
A special service for Graduating Seniors is set 
during Sunday morning services on May 22.  Immanuel’s 
graduating Seniors are:  Mariah Kendall, Abigail Reuter, 
and Natalie Jenson.  Plans for Baccalaureate are also 
being planned for the evening of May 22.  Mariah Kendall 

will be representing Immanuel by reading a scripture at Baccalaureate. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Women’s Guild Announcements 
It is that time of year for donations to help with the Janitors 
Salary. There will be envelopes addressed to The Women’s 
Guild in the back of the Sanctuary on the table which can be 

picked up to enclose your donation. The envelopes can be placed in the collection plate 
on the table. For those people who still receive a newsletter there will be an envelope 
enclosed in the May newsletter. Thank you in advance for your donations. Shout out to 
Brandi Ruf Wepking, she is doing a fabulous job keeping our church spic and span. 
 
Also, there will be no coffee hour on May 1st. The fellowship hall is going to be used 
immediately following church by a church member and will be unavailable on that date 
for coffee hour. 
 
Thank you 
Debbie Loken 
Women’ Guild President 
 

Women’s Guild Meeting 
The Women’s Guild meeting on Thursday, April 21, 2022.  The following business was 



discussed: 
 

1. The Over 80 Party will be held on August 11th. 

2. Discussion was held as to have a Christmas Bazaar again this year or to continue to ask 

for donations.   

3. The Guild will pay for flowers for Mother’s Day. 

4. No coffee hour on May 1st and May 8th. 

5. Sunday School Pancake Breakfast will be held May 8th. 

6. Women’s Guild will donate $400.00 to Abby Reuter for her trip to South Africa. 

7. June meeting will be a trip to the library. 

8. May meeting has been changed to May 19th.  Joe Boll will be giving the history of 

Darlington and the courthouse. 

9. Will be starting a social hour the 1st Wednesday of each month at 10:00 a.m. for coffee 

and conversation beginning May 4th.  Everyone welcome. 

The next Women’s Guild meeting will be May 19th at noon. 
 

 
 
 
 
PASTORAL CARE 
If you know of any church member that would 
appreciate a pastoral visit, please let Janice Ruf 
know and she will follow up with the contact.    You 
can contact Janice at 608-553-4182. 

 
 

 
 
 

 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

May 1 -  No coffee hour after worship 
May 4 – Social Hour starting at Immanuel at 10:00 a.m. 
May 8 – Mother’s Day with Sunday School Pancake Breakfast 
following the worship service.  Good will donation appreciated. 
May 18 – Church Council meeting at 6:15pm.  
May 19 – Women’s Guild Meeting at noon. 
May 22 – Honoring our Graduates during worship 

May 23 – Deadline for June newsletter articles 
May 29 – Summer worship hours start with worship at 9:00 a.m. and fellowship hour 
after worship. 
May 30 – Memorial Day 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 
MAY  
BIRTHDAYS 
 
 
 

1st Debbie Loken 
5th Betsy Wiegel 
7th Spider Fromader 
8th Angie Hinderman 
9th Oakley Duerst 
15th Paul Badertscher 
19th Abigail Reuter 
27th Lauren Gleason 
28th Ed Wiegel 
29th Jeanie Schadewalt 
31st Scott Glendenning 
 

   
 
Deadline for the 
June newsletter 
articles is May 23, 
2022.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
MAY 
LITURGISTS 
 
 

1st Pam Hardt 
8th Madisyn Heim 
15th  Judy Huntington 
22nd Sheila Siegler 
29th Joan Blaser 
 
 
 
 

MAY 
ANNIVERSARIES 

2nd Keith & Marilyn  
Siegenthaler 

24th Dean & LuAnn  
Monson 

25th Kevin & Wendy Leahy 
 Deana & Stu Soper 
26th Fritz & Jane Hirsbrunner  
  
  
 

 


