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Dear Church family,  
 
The age of Covid-19 continues to dictate our lives.  
 
Our lives have been disrupted, thrown off balance, and sent us to 
troubled, frightening places.  The government has intervened and 

made many of our decisions for us whatever our personal political views as to whether they 
should or not.  Where are we as Christians?  Before Covid-19, a normal question to ask here 
would be: Do we live as insulated and isolated individuals or as a person connected to and 
interdependent with others?  But what happens when we are told we are required to live as 
insulated and isolated individuals and that in not doing so, we are told that we do not care about 
others?  Do we listen to the government, the media?  How can we focus our lives on “we” when 
we are constantly told to act in a “me” fashion?  And of course, I’m going to ask the familiar 
church question here: What would Jesus do?  
 
I believe that the primary question here has to do with the awareness of others and where we 
are personally inside ourselves.  That’s certainly how Jesus lived and what he taught.  The 
choice between me and we has always existed in marriages and families.  It exists in choices 
about jobs.  It exists when we need to make a choice whether or not to take a chance and walk 
outside what we might consider safe.  It’s a part of prejudice and discrimination as well as the 
hardened moral positions we so often take against another.  
 
I think we need to look at the “we” attitude not as the win all, end all way to make everything 
okay and more as a way to change how we approach each other in the midst of conflict and 
uncertainty.  If we at least begin to approach each other as “we”, we do so with a more open 
mind and heart.  It brings about an awareness of and concern for all, including ourselves.  
 
For us right now, we live in a dichotomy where we are being told that in order to be “we” and 
protect ourselves and others around us, we must act like “me”, and open minds don’t seem to 
be a part of anything.  I must admit, I struggle with this.  No matter which side you are on: mask 
or no mask, societal social participation or not, protest or not, hold church services in the 
sanctuary or not; if you state your opinion in person or on a social media platform, you are met 
with a barrage of rhetorical, frenzied responses meant to squelch and control you.  Regardless 
of side, you find yourself on a battlefield, lines drawn down the center with no common area.  
 
Wherever we are personally in our lives each day, regardless of whatever “me” focus we are 
being asked to live; we need to approach our decisions from a “we” perspective. We also need 
to realize that in this, not every person will see the “we” response in the same way and we need 
to listen to each response openly whether we decide that we should adopt any part of it or not.  
And what should we base that decision on: the Word of God and prayer, not what the world tells 
us to do.  
 
I am very glad to be able to be with some of you on Sunday mornings again.  I hope in time, it 
will be safe for more to return.  In the meantime, let’s all pray for each other and all of those in 
peril.  In this, there is “we’.  
 
In Christ,  
Pastor Barbara 



 
 
July 8, 2020 
 
Immanuel United Church of Christ 
339 E. Louisa Street 
Darlington, WI   53530 
 
 
Dear Church Family, 
 
It is with a variety of emotions that I write this letter to you announcing my retirement from full 
time ministry, and as your pastor, on November 1, 2020.  I have reached this difficult decision 
after many months of discernment and prayer, and certainly not lightly.  It comes after much 
struggle in evaluating my spiritual needs, as well as where I feel I am being led in my call.   
 
Immanuel UCC has been a kind, supportive ministry partner throughout my time here.  
Unfortunately, many of the opportunities for program which the church told me would be  
supported, were not supported once we tried to run them.  I know that the church was being 
honest with me when I accepted the call here and over the past three and a half years, I have 
tried to adapt to what we have all found to be reality.  People expressed a want and need for 
these programs, but have found that they do not have the time or be able to make the 
commitment to participate in them; some for very good reasons. Lives simply changed.  While I 
expected to do an ample amount of Pastoral Care and visitation, I did not expect for these 
ministry pieces to be almost my soul function other than Sunday worship.  Without the program 
part of ministry here, I do not feel as though I am being spiritually fed.  Although it has been 
extremely upsetting and frustrating not to be able to be physically present with people in need 
during the Covid-19 crisis, it has also driven home how much emotional and spiritual toll I had 
been experiencing without anything to offset that toll.  It is for this reason that I find myself 
making this necessary decision. 
 
God bless you all in your continued ministry.  I am letting you know this now so that you have 
more time to prepare for my absence. I will continue to give you all that I have to give in support 
of our ministry together.   It is my hope that before I retire, people will feel safe enough to begin 
attending church and that I will be able to resume some form of ministry presence with our 
congregation beyond telephone calls.   
 
In Christ, 
 
Pastor Barbara Brakey 
 

 

 

  



 

 

CHURCH COUNCIL 

The July Church Council meeting was held on July 8th, 2020. 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  JoAnn Geissbuhler, Sheila Siegler, Roy Berrey, 
Fritz Hirsbrunner, Judy Huntington, Tana Risseeuw, Jean Stauffacher, 
Randy Ubersox and Pastor Barbara Brakey.   Absent:  Janice Ruf, Matt 

Ubersox and Roy Hardt.  Others present:  Marjean Sutherland and Betsy Wiegel. 
 
Approval of Minutes:  The Council approved the June meeting minutes as printed. 
 
Financial Report:  Betsy Wiegel was at the meeting to answer any questions on the Financial 
Reports.  She explained all the accounts and what the accounts are used for. The Council 
approved the financial report as presented. 
 
Discussion and Action on Reopening Documents:  A Returning to Worship Guideline 
Document was created by JoAnn Geissbuhler.  The content was reviewed and changes were 
made.  The Council approved JoAnn updating the document.  
 
Confirmation Update:  Pastor Barbara has spoken to the four families and it was decided she 
will prepare a work packet for each Confirmand to complete and return to her.  Then they will 
have a group Zoom to finish the final step.  They are aware that they will not be confirmed until 
the church is open and able to have members present to participate in the service. 
 
Pastor/Parish Committee:  The Pastor/Parish Committee met with Pastor Barbara prior to the 
Council Meeting. 
 
The next Council meeting will be August 19th at 6:15 p.m.  
 
 

 
 

 
 

THANK YOU! 
Thanks for the church service recently held.  It was good to be in 
our own church surroundings.  Keep it up! 

Rodney Lindell 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 WOMEN’S GUILD  
Women’s Guild did not meet in July. If there is a meeting in 
August, it will be August 13th at 12:00 noon with lunch provided by 
the Guild and a presentation by the ADRC.  Stay well! 
 
 

 



 
 
 

 
 
 
PASTORAL CARE 
If you know of any church member that would appreciate a 
pastoral visit, please let Pastor Barbara know. 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
MAKING CONTRIBUTIONS ONLINE? 
We are very grateful to everyone who submitted their contributions via mail.  
We truly appreciate your continued support.   
 
As a reminder, contributions can be mailed to: 

IUCC 
339 E. Louisa Street 
PO Box 87 
 Darlington, WI  53530. 

 
Contributions can also be submitted online through your bank's online bill pay function.   It saves 
time, postage, and an envelope! 
 
 

 

 

These events will only happen when we are able to again have 

church services.  

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

August 19 – Church Council Meeting at 6:15 p.m. 
August 24 – Deadline for September newsletter articles 

 
 

 

  



RETURNING TO WORSHIP GUIDELINES 

 

Title Returning to Worship guidelines during COVID-19 
pandemic. 

Effective Date 7/8/2020 

Approved by Darlington Immanuel Church of Christ Church Council 

Approved Date 7/8/2020 

 
Purpose 
The following guidelines will be recommended during the COVID-19 pandemic to ensure safety 
measures are in place for in house worship and other church functions. 
 
Worship Service Guidelines 
1) Each church attendee are highly encouraged to take their temperature before attending any 

IUCC church function. If the attendee temperature is above 100.4 Fahrenheit or experiencing 
any symptoms they should not attend worship or any other church function.  Symptoms per 
the CDC guidelines include but not limited to: 
a) Fever 
b) Cough 
c) Shortness of breath 
d) Fatigue 
e) Muscle or body aches 
f) Headache 
g) New loss of taste or smell 
h) Sore throat 
i) Congestion or runny nose 
j) Nausea or Vomiting 
k) Diarrhea 

2) The Church Council encourages those at high risk to COVID-19 to use other options for 
receiving worship such as radio and written worship. 
a) High risk individuals includes per the CDC are but not limited to: 

i) Older Adults: The greatest risk for severe illness from COVID-19 is among those 
aged 85 or older. 

ii) Underlying Medical Conditions: People of any age with certain underlying medical 
conditions are at increased risk for severe illness from COVID-19.The following 
conditions are at increased risk of severe illness from COVID: 

a. Chronic kidney disease 
b. COPD (chronic obstructive pulmonary disease) 
c. Immunocompromised state (weakened immune system) from solid 

organ transplant 
d. Obesity (body mass index (BMI) of 30 or higher 
e. Serious heart conditions, such as heart failure, coronary artery 

disease, or cardiomyopathies. 
f. Sickle cell disease 
g. Type 2 diabetes mellitus 



iii) People with the following conditions might be at an increased risk for severe illness 
from COVID-19:  

a. Asthma (moderate to severe) 
b. Cerebrovascular disease 
c. Cystic fibrosis 
d. Hypertension or high blood pressure 
e. Immunocompromised state (weakened immune system) from blood 

or bone marrow transplant, immune deficiencies, HIV, use of 
corticosteroids, or use of other immune weakening medicines. 

f. Neurologic conditions, such as dementia 
g. Liver disease 
h. Pregnancy 
i. Pulmonary fibrosis (having damaged or scarred lung disease) 
j. Smoking 
k. Thalassemia ( a type of blood disorder) 
l. Type 1 diabetes mellitus 

3) Anyone that has been exposed to COVID-19 is highly encouraged not to enter the church 
building and to stay home and self-monitor and follow CDC guidelines if symptoms develop. 

4) Anyone that has tested positive should not enter the church building until they have met the 
CDC criteria to discontinue isolation. 

5) A protective mask covering the mouth and nose is highly encouraged. Exceptions are for 
children under 2, anyone who has trouble breathing or is unconscious, and anyone who is 
incapacitated or otherwise unable to remove the cloth face covering without assistance. 

6) Seating will be reduced to allow for Social Distancing that will include marked pews for 
nonuse (encouraging every other row scenario).  

7) Only immediate families that live in the same household should sit together. 
8) Only the pastor is allowed at the pulpit and reading stand. 
9) No singing will be allowed. Music will be shared thru other means.  
10) Greetings are encouraged not thru physical contact.  
11) Passing of the peace will be conducted in manners that do not require physical contact: a 

verbal greeting, a unison spoken response, or other gestures such as a smile or bow. 
12) Hymnals and Bibles will be removed. 
13) Hand sanitizer will be available and highly encouraged to use before entering church 

sanctuary. 
14) Communion if offered will be provided in communal kits and available when exiting worship. 
15) Church offering can be dropped at the back of church in a designated location or 

electronically or via mail.  
16) Greeters, readers and ushers as previously assigned for the month will not be needed. 
17) Children should not be left unattended. 
18) A church member will be available to help with the following during worship: 

1. Opening the Church door for each person entering. 
2. Encouraging those entering church to use hand sanitizer. 
3. Reminding each person of new seating arrangements. 
4. Open doors at end of service and dismiss each pew individually to maintain 

proper distance. 
5. Lighting the candles. 

 
Food and Beverages 
1) No food or beverages will be allowed. 
2) Coffee hour will not take place until further notice. 
 
  



Funeral Services  
1) Funeral Services will be discussed on a case by case basis and in coordination with the 

funeral home. 
 

Weddings 
1) Weddings will be considered and may be dependent of number in attendance. 
 
Building Use 
1) Fellowship Hall, the kitchen and the basement will not be available for use during church 

worship.   
2) The bathroom should only be used on as needed basis. EPA cleaning wipes will be available 

to wipe down surfaces after use as needed..  
3) No rental agreement for building use will be approved until further notice. (exceptions: 

weddings and funerals) 
4) Only the minister and necessary church staff will be allowed in the Pastor office. 
 
School and Confirmation 
1) Adult Sunday school will be postponed until further notice due to the age of most of those in 

attendance. 
2) Regular Sunday school will be dependent on State of WI Schools guidelines and on teaching 

availability.  A separate policy will be created once school re-opens if needed. 
3) Confirmation classes may continue only thru electronic means.  The Confirmation ceremony 

will be conducted after all classes are finalized.  A separate worship may need to be held to 
allow for confirmation students, their parents and guests and some members of the church to 
accept the class.  

 
Council Meetings 
1) The council will meet in fellowship hall, maintain social distancing and are encouraged to 

wear a protective mask covering their mouth and nose. 
 
 
Cleaning Protocols 
1) Church will be cleaned prior to each worship service or event. 
2) Housekeeping will refer to separate document on cleaning and disinfecting during COVID-19 

pandemic. 
 
Plan for when a staff member or congregant becomes sick  

1) Anyone who exhibits symptoms of COVID-19 will be removed to another location in church 
away from others. 

2) This area will be closed off until after proper cleaning and disinfection 
3) If the sick individual must have their own method of transportation to leave the facility.  If too 

sick to leave 911 will be called to assist. 
4) Local health officials will be notified if a person diagnosed with COVID-19 has been identified 

and in the facility. 
5) All staff and congregants will be notified about potential exposure while maintaining 

confidentiality of the person’s identity. 

 
Notification of policy  
1) Members will be notified of this policy thru the monthly newsletter and posted on the IUCC 

website. A copy will also be posted in the church entry. 
 
  



Pastoral Visits 
1) The pastor will be hold virtual visits by phone or online as needed.  Hospital or Nursing home 

visits will be considered on a case by case basis dependent on the policy of those 
institutions. 

 
Resources 
https://www.wcucc.org/coronavirus-resources-for-churches/considerations-for-returning-
to-church/ 
 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/organizations/index.html 
 
 

 

Cleaning and Disinfecting during COVID-19 pandemic 
 
 
Purpose 
Reducing the risk of exposure to COVID-19 by cleaning and disinfection is an important part of 
reopening public spaces.  This document provides a general framework for cleaning and 
disinfection practices. 
 
Building Inspection 
1) All sinks and toilets will be flushed with water periodically to reduce the chance of  

legionella when not in use.  
Resource: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/php/building-water-system.html 
 
Cleaning Products 
1)   Cleaning products from the EPA approved list are available for use when cleaning and 

disinfecting. 
2)   Use all cleaning products according to the direction on the label. 
 
Routine Cleaning and Disinfection 
1) Prior to each worship service all surfaces and objects that are touched often will be 

cleaned by the housekeeping staff hired. (light switches, doorknobs, pews, organ, piano, 
e.g) 

2)   If it is reported that a symptomatic or positive person was in church thorough cleaning 
following CDC guidelines will be followed.   

 
 
 
Resource: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/disinfecting-building-
facility.html 
 

 

 
 

 

 

https://www.wcucc.org/coronavirus-resources-for-churches/considerations-for-returning-to-church/
https://www.wcucc.org/coronavirus-resources-for-churches/considerations-for-returning-to-church/
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/organizations/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/php/building-water-system.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/disinfecting-building-facility.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/disinfecting-building-facility.html


 
 
 
AUGUST  
BIRTHDAYS 
 
 

1st Raylynn Barnard 
 Noah Leahy 
2nd Danielle Duerst 
 Crystal Turner 
 Hilary Whalen 
3rd Eileen Barth 
9th Jacob Nall 
10th Andrew Merriam 
11th Eric Rear 
 Sandi Reichling 
13th Dave Pape 
14th Lacey Bylander 
 Melanie Willborn 
15th Marcus Kendall 
17th Brandon Hardt 
18th Jenny Jenson 
 Travis Wilhelmson 
19th Lisa Andrews 
20th Andrew Ritchie 
22nd Alex Marx 
 Jared Reuter 
 Austia Stauffacher 
 Tate Huntington 
23rd Jeanne Ubersox 
24th Ann Badertscher 
25th Jace Tuescher 
26th LuAnn Monson 
28th Henley Geissbuhler 
30th Amanda Lewis 
31st Chelsea Fortin 
 Chloe Hinderman 
 Alan Merriam 
 Jennifer Nall 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
AUGUST 
ANNIVERSARIES 
 
 
 

2nd Ryan & Jenny Riley 
4th Matt & Jolene 
 Ubersox 
6th Tom & Betsy Ellefson 
12th Bernie & Nancy Ruf 
14th Bruce & Jenny Jenson 
15th Sam & Brandi Walter 
22nd Lisa & Bruce Jacobson 
 Don & Janis Ruf 
24th Melissa & Rick Rankin 
26th Harold & Barb Douglas 
27th Ed & Betsy Wiegel 
28th Kerry & Kate Black 
31st Eugene & Liz Jenson 
 
 
 
 
 
   

 
 
Deadline for 
the September 
newsletter 
articles is 
August 24, 
2020. 

 


