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CHURCH COUNCIL 

Immanuel United Church of Christ Council meeting was held on 
February 16, 2022.  Members Present: Roy Berrey, Fritz 
Hirsbrunner, Kerry Black, Jean Stauffacher, Pastor Brad 
Brookins, JoAnn Geissbuhler, Randy Ubersox and Nancy Slama 

in person with Brandi Ruf-Wepking and Dave Sutherland via Zoom. 
Absent: Sheila Siegler 
 
Review and Repair of the Agenda – Added to Old Business was: 

a. Annual Meeting Agenda 
b. Flag 

 
Approval of Minutes: Fritz Hirsbrunner made a motion to approve the Meeting Minutes 
from the January 12, 2022 Council Meeting, the January 19, 2022 Special Meeting, the 
January 26, 2022 Special Meeting and the February 2, 2022 Special Meeting.  The 
Council approved the January 12, 2022, the January 19, 2022, the January 26, 2022 
and the February 2 2022 meeting minutes as presented. 
 
Reports 

Financial Report – There was discussion about the cost penalty of $1,213 of the 

Access System copier contract which was imposed because the number of annual 

copies was less than what was contracted for.  With the newsletter being emailed, the 

number of copies each month has gone way down which is the main reason for the 

copy difference each month. 

Question was asked about concern with budget with giving less than expenses. Council 
is also concerned and discussed giving analysis showing the majority of giving from 
those over age of 70.   
There was discussion of if excess funds can be put in other investment funds other than 
CDs.  It was mentioned that the Wisconsin Conference has investment experts that 
could help us with investing and donation issues.   
The Council approved the Financial Report as presented. 
 
Pastor’s Report – COVID numbers are going down nicely.  This is Pastor Brad’s last 

Council meeting at Immanuel.  Pastor Brad thanked the Council for their support for the 

last 15 months which was fun, interesting and educational.  He had well wishes for our 

future.  The Council thanked Pastor Brad for his time and service at Immanuel. 

 
President’s Report – JoAnn informed the Council that there were Thank you cards 

from Janette Steger, Connie Ubersox, Nancy Slama and Cindy Pluemer for the 

Christmas gifts.  There was a letter from Donald Tuft, Treasurer of the Southwest 

Association, UCC for the membership increase from 125 members to 142 members.  

The membership went up because some inactive members were moved to active 

membership.  There were Thank You card from the Food Pantry which the Women’s 

Guild also gives to.  There was a Christmas letter from Rich and Ruby Pleva which will 

be put in the newsletter.  There was a sponsorship request from the Canoe Fest 



Committee which will be given to the Mission Team to decide if they would like to 

participate as a sponsor. 

 
Christian Education Committee – There are no volunteers for Sunday School 

Superintendent or new Sunday School teachers. 

 
Buildings & Grounds Committee – JoAnn contacted Randy Loken as the thermostat 

may need to be reprogrammed.   Fritz Burner Service worked on the boiler earlier in the 

month.  Randy Ubersox will share reports from Building and grounds committee in the 

future.  

 
EF & G Committee – Women’s Sunday will be March 27.  

 
Endowment Committee – Kerry Black informed the Council that Thrivent is the 

investment company that Immanuel uses.  Kerry said there is an online account with 

Thrivent that he has not been able to get into to get the monthly reports.  Kerry said that 

there is a small account at First National Bank that has about $600 to $700 in it.  The 

Endowment Fund gets dividends that go into the General Fund.  

 
Pastor-Parish Committee –We have a Pulpit Pastor by the name of Bill Whitford, 

whose biography will be in the next newsletter.  Bill has been watching our Sunday 

services on Facebook.  Bill’s first Sunday at Immanuel will be March 6, 2022.  Immanuel 

has a 3-month contract with Bill with the option to renew.  Bill has filled in for the pastor 

at his church when the pastor was gone.   

 
Women’s Guild – Women’s Guild meeting will be in March. 

 
Worship Committee –  Roy Berrey would like to continue the services on Facebook.  It 

was brought up that Betsy Wiegel and Marjean Sutherland are the only two people that 

know how to set up for Facebook live and record services on YouTube.  More people 

may need to be trained how to do this to assist when they are not available.  Roy stated 

he talked with Pastor Brad about the pastoral search and what worship services may 

look like in the future.  Roy informed the Council that there is a program called the 

Damascus Project which helps small and rural churches provide leadership training for 

lay people to do church services and other church needs.  Roy wanted the Council’s 

authorization to look more in depth at the Damascus Project and to recruit people to 

participate in this project which will take the church into the future.  There will be an 

article put in the newsletter regarding this project.  The Council authorized the Worship 

Committee and Roy Berrey to evaluate the Damascus Project.   

 
Search Committee – A few profiles of prospective pastors were received. One is 
interim in and will not leave until that is completed. Second stated the conference 
forwarded his profile to us without notifying him and he did not feel he was the right 
candidate for us.  Third checked out our profile and website and stated that we are 
doing great ministry but he did not feel he would be a good fit.   
 
  



Old Business 

COVID – the numbers have been going down.  Council met weekly while numbers were 

high making a decision to have services on zoom until numbers were low enough to  

meet safely in-person  

 

Annual Meeting Agenda – Clarification – By-law Changes - Fritz Hirsbrunner wanted 

clarification as to whether he had to read all the by-law changes or just inform the 

membership of what the change is in each paragraph.  The Council decided he could 

just inform the members of the changes & not read the entire paragraph. There was 

discussion on investments and whether an Investment Committee needs to be formed.  

This will be brought up at the Annual Meeting.  Discussion from Council if the 

Endowment Committee members could also be the members for the Investment 

Committee.  The Investment Committee would have permission to use their best 

wisdom to make investments. 

Flag – Randy Ubersox mentioned that he has been getting requests from members to 

put a U.S. flag in the church.  Members may bring this up at the Annual Meeting.  This 

was tabled until after the Annual Meeting to hear from members at the meeting so 

Council can make an informed decision at their March meeting.  

 
New Business 

Acuity Insurance – Renewal with or without Terrorism Policy – The Acuity 

Insurance policy will automatically renew.  If we do not want the Terrorism Policy on the 

insurance, a form has to be signed stating Immanuel does not want the Terrorism 

Policy.  The Council approved renewing the Acuity Insurance policy without the 

Terrorism Policy.  

 

Building Use Rental Agreement – Connie Ubersox asked to reserve the Fellowship 

Hall on August 28, 2022 for a family reunion.  The Council approved the request 

dependent upon COVID.  Brandi Ruf-Wepking previously reserved the Fellowship Hall 

for March 19, 2022. Nancy will put a new 2022 calendar on Pastor office door with both 

dates reserved on calendar.  

 
Next Meeting will be March 16, 2022 at 6:15 p.m.  
 
 

 
 

 
Our deepest sympathies go out to the family of 
Nathalie Ruf who passed away February 18, 2022.  
Our hearts go out to you, and we will always 
remember the happy memories we have in knowing 
Nathalie.  Nathalie will be affectionately remembered 
and sadly missed by all who knew her. 
 

 
 

 
  



BIOGRAPHY OF PULPIT PASTOR BILL WHITFORD 
Immanuel will be welcoming Pastor Bill Whitford who will be the 
Pulpit Pastor at Immanuel with his first Sunday worship service 
being March 6, 2022.  Here is a biography of Pastor Bill Whitford. 
 
I have never worked in the pharmacy business – let’s get that 

clear upfront! (hahaha) 

I live in Milton Wisconsin. I am an M.Div student at the University of Dubuque 
Theological Seminary, and a full-time employee at a Madison remodeling company. 

I’m a recent graduate from UW-Whitewater where I originally started in the late 1970s. 
When I dropped out of school, I worked at a small R&D company, first as a darkroom 
tech, and over time I became a computer programmer. I spent my time from 1981 
onwards working with computers in a variety of companies. The longest stretch was 17 
years at Beloit Corporation, where we made paper-making machinery. I spent two years 
living in Germany, with trips to paper mills in Germany and France, and a month in 
Indonesia while working for Beloit. During that time, I gained valuable perspectives on 
the world and on my life in Southern Wisconsin. At my current job I’m writing software 
and (sometimes) designing and running a CNC to make kitchen & bathroom 
countertops, and doing company computer maintenance. 

I started working as a pulpit supply preacher in the late 1990s at my home church, First 
Congregational UCC of Milton, Wisconsin. I used to fill in every month, but while the 
frequency of my preaching has dropped off in the last few years, I continue to feel called 
to a life of ministry. Maybe it’s a late start but I like to think that I have been preparing for 
this job my whole life. 

I was in Boy Scouts (now just Scouts BSA) as a kid, and never really left. I am an Eagle 
Scout and I have been the Scoutmaster in my old troop since 1985.  I still feel renewed 
by spending time with kids, camping, and the movement. Scouting has also repeatedly 
shown me how I can love people and make a difference in their lives. It has been my 
secret outreach mission for many, many years. 

My goal at UDTS is to graduate and become an ordained pastor or chaplain. The 
classes are online and I only have to be in Dubuque for two weeks every year in 
August. The program will likely take a total of 4 years, graduating in spring of 2025. I 
have been a Member In the Discernment of the Wisconsin Conference of the United 
Church of Christ. I have participated in several educational opportunities including Lay 
Academy and The Damascus Project, under the leadership of the Wisconsin 
Conference UCC. 

I am married to my patient wife Tammy. She plays in our church bell choir. We have a 
puppy named Moxie who is a +100lb Great Dane, and she still has the wild puppy 
disposition. I have a daughter who lives in South Carolina with her husband and two 
adorable grandsons who call me ‘Papa’. 

  



 

 
WOMEN’S GUILD 
Just a reminder to Women’s Guild members that our 1st 
meeting of 2022 will be held March 10th at 12:00. A light 

lunch will be served followed by our monthly meeting. Hope to see everyone there. 
 
Debbie Loken 
Guild President 
 

 
 

 
DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME  
Starts on March 13th.  Please remember to turn 
your clocks ahead 1 hour. 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
Lay Leadership and Theological Training 

 
The difficultly of locating full time pastors and the 
appearance of worship services in the future have 
been discussed during Worship Committee and 

Search Committee meetings over the past year.  We don’t know how to fix the pastor 
issue or what will bring and fulfill people during worship, but it will change over time, as 
all things do.  Congregational participation in worship and in pastoral duties is a sign of 
a strong community.  To better develop those attributes and strengthen Immanuel UCC 
Church, the worship committee is looking for members to join a training program that 
will provide a leadership and theological foundation for future congregational activities. 
 
The Damascus Project is a two part program jointly presented by the Minnesota and 
Wisconsin UCC.  The two parts are: 

• Leadership Skills Learning Tract 

• Theological Faith Foundations Tract 
The Damascus Project provides a learning platform and a social network to provide 
leaders with the tools to build a stronger congregation and community.   
 
Participants in the program should expect to develop a lifelong culture of learning and 
growing in ministry and faith.  The Damascus Project promotes the individual growth 
through: 

✓ Creating theologically-open spaces to explore and deepen faith 
✓ Empowering laity to boldly speak their faith and share their gifts 
✓ Responding to needs of small and rural churches; nurturing their vitality 

drawing on their wisdom for the wider church 



 
Immanuel has people already interested in the Damascus Project and would invite any 
interested member contact Roy Berrey or any church council member.  As a group we 
can draw on the resources of the Damascus Project to strengthen our faith, 
congregation, and community. 
 
 
 
 
Advent 2021 

Dear Family and Friends, 

I've taken to attending a sermon text study group in Mt. Horeb on most Tuesday 

mornings. It's technically a Lutheran group, but an older (but active) Episcopal priest 

and I lend a taste of ecumenicity to the meetings. When I began attending in pre-

pandemic times it didn't occur to me that this network of new colleagues might result 

in fill-in preaching gigs, but it has, and I've enjoyed that. The Sunday following 

Thanksgiving I preached in Spring Green — about a half hour drive on beautiful, 

winding and hilly roads to the northwest of here. It reminded me of 20+ years of 

driving to different congregations in northwest Illinois and then all over Iowa on most 

Sunday mornings. I don't miss all the driving....and yet in some way I miss 

experiencing the variety of worship permutations and the various kinds of hospitality 

I experienced at my many destinations. It was the first Sunday in Advent when I 

visited Spring Green and I sought to remind the congregation (and myself!) that 

Advent isn't a "4-week warm-up to Christmas" — it's rather a time for wondering 

where and in what unlikely place/situation God might be encountered. The fact is, 

almost all of you have been God to me at one time or another and in one place or 

another. For that I am grateful and unspeakably enriched. Thank you! 

Like most of you, the past year has been pandemic-modified and at the same time 

odd and yet normal, too. We are profoundly grateful that we live in a day where the 

old adage that "All Truth is God's Truth" has meant that various virologists and other 

scientists have used God-given intelligence and insight and creativity to fashion 

vaccines to lessen the impact of COVID. We counted ourselves blessed in March 

when we were both fully vaccinated and again in November when we received 

booster shots. God is good! The relative safety rendered by the vaccine has 

enabled a modified return to "normal" life. Paul, Dawn and Piper were temporarily 

evacuated to Hawaii this spring when political conditions in Myanmar deteriorated 

so badly, and we availed ourselves of that opportunity to visit the island of Kauai in 

May (which for me means that I have now at least set foot` in all 50 states!). The 

travelling itself was not without challenges and inconvenience, but the time with 

Paul's family was a delight as were our experiences on the lush Garden Island. 

Our summer and fall were spent mostly at home tending to lawn and garden and a 

short list of volunteer commitments. We did travel to Chicago to see a Cubs game, 

and enjoyed visits from Paul, Dawn and Piper (who are now in Ghana.... occasion 

for a future trip?), Bob, Mel and Richie (who are gradually making plans for a 

significant renovation of their Michigan home) and Pete, Jenny and Kailey. Kailey 

turned 13 this past May and will start High School in the strikingly equipped new 



High School in Verona next fall. One of the highlights of the year has been a nightly 

commitment to read (by Google Meet) with Richie at bedtime. We've read many 

classics and are now on page 459 (of 1031) of a combined edition of the Lord of the 

Rings trilogy. I don't think many 7-year-old kids would follow this so well, but Richie 

is good at correcting my mispronunciation of the many exotic names in LOTR and 

can usually help me identify an obscure character whose Identity I've forgotten. 

Two other events — one ongoing and the other singular have filled the year. In 

November, Ruby and I marked our 30th wedding anniversary and celebrated by 

travelling for three nights to a wonderful inn in Door County (the White Gull Inn) — the 

same place where we honeymooned back in 1991! Ruby's everyday ritual includes 

driving midday and early evening to her sister's house in rural Verona to help care for 

her 104-year-old mother. It's a substantial commitment and she is to be commended 

for it. 

I am sometimes troubled and discouraged by political and social events in our nation 

and in the world. I am grateful for the reminders of both secular and faith history that 

remind me that life has been profoundly difficult for myriads of people over the entire 

span of human history. In comparison, my nearly 70 years of life have been 

charmed. I take no credit for this, but I am assuredly grateful, as I am grateful for 

each of you: 

Ruby and I wish you the very best of this (and every!) season. May you find joy, peace 

and love in both mundane and surprising places and may you carry light, justice and 

grace wherever you go. 

Merry Christmas!  

Ruby and Rich Pleva 

repleva0119@gmail.com — Ruby  

rwpleva1279@gmail.com — Rich 

 
 

 
 

January 2022 Financial Information 
 

January  
   2022 Budget      

Contributions/Revenue $ 5,494 $ 5,403  
 Expenses  $ 8,793 $ 8,489  
Net Excess/(Deficit)  $(3,299) $(3,086)  
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PASTORAL CARE 
If you know of any church member that would 
appreciate a pastoral visit, please let Janice Ruf 
know and she will follow up with the contact. 
 

 

 

 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Mar. 2 – Ash Wednesday 
Mar. 6 – Welcome Pulpit Pastor Bill Whitford 
Mar. 10 – Women’s Guild meeting at noon 
Mar. 13 – Daylight savings time begins.  Turn your clocks ahead 

1 hour 

Mar. 16 – Church Council Meeting at 6:15 p.m.  
Mar. 21 – Deadline for April newsletter articles 

Mar. 27 – Women’s Sunday 
 

 

 
 
 

 
MARCH 
BIRTHDAYS 
1st Ashley Buss 
 Colton Ruf 
2nd Tara Glendenning 
4th Phil Risseeuw 
5th Sheila Siegler 
6th Larry Milestone 
 Keith Siegenthaler 
8th Carol Johnson 
 Hudson Hinderman 
10th Roy Hardt 
11th Joanne Merriam 
12th Jada Glendenning 
 Wendy Leahy 
 Alan Ruf 
15th Connie Ubersox 
21st Kevin Leahy 
23rd Stacy Kammes 
26th Christine Ubersox 
28th Brandi Ruf-Wepking 
31st Kinsley Buss 
 
 
  
    

 
 

MARCH 
ANNIVERSARIES 
15th Heidi & Gary Rear 
23rd Stacy & Matt Kammes 
29th Suzanne & Brian Marx  
30th Larry & Andrea Salathe 
 

 
  
 
 
MARCH LITURGISTS 
6th JoAnn Geissbuhler 
13th Betsy Wiegel 

30th Fritz Hirsbrunner 
27th Sheila Siegler 
  
 

 
Deadline for the 
April newsletter 
articles is March 
21, 2022.  


