
 

Greetings this midwinter,  

 

I was recently watching Ghostbusters II.  Those films always 

make smile, mostly because my oldest son loved them.  He 

had all the figures and even his own proton pack.  This 

particular film always struck me for another reason.  It deals with the influence of 

negative energy on people.   

 

In the film, the Ghostbusters are out of work, basically because they got rid of the 

ghosts, but also caused a great deal of damage in doing so.  But then they stumble 

across a river of slime flowing beneath the city of New York.  Its origin is very evil: an 

ancient, power hungry Carpathian god.  They also discover that the slime is negatively 

charged; and when people are around it, they become angry and mean.  To combat the 

god and the evil slime, the Ghostbusters take positively charged slime and animate The 

Statue of Liberty, which they ride on into the streets of New York, playing: “Your Love Is 

Lifting Me Higher.”  Of course, the people respond and the good slime counteracts the 

bad slime.  The Carpathian god is destroyed and order is restored.   

 

So what’s this silly movie got to do with us, Christ’s Church or religion in general?  Quite 

a bit actually.  As I watch the news, especially of late, I wonder if somehow there is a 

river of slime flowing about the world.  People seem to be more and more vindictive, 

violent and self absorbed.  What I hear and see is an escalating, blatant disregard for 

people in general.  I guess the saddest thing I take from all this is that very few people 

seem to see it; and if they do, they shrug their shoulders in indifference.  “What can I do 

about it?”  I’m asked in return.  “Things are out of control.”  As I have said many times, 

the opposite of love is not hate, but indifference.  Hate implies care.  You can reason 

with someone who cares.  Someone who is indifferent has no interest or care.  They will 

not listen.  Indifference is as much of a sin as hate.  Both constitute turning away from 

God.   

 

I think we, as Christians, can find the answer in Jesus’ own words: “Jesus replied: ‘Love 

the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.  This 

is the first and greatest commandment.  And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor 

as yourself.’  All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments.”  

(Matthew 22:37-40, NIV).  World culture collectively has replaced God and neighbor 

with “I”.  Now, to some extent, this has always been the case.  There has always been 

war.  There has always been corruption.  There has always been sin.  There has always 

been religious oppression and persecution.  There has always been manipulation and 

misuse of religious principles (and this goes for all world religions).  The difference I see 

now is that there doesn’t seem to be enough love, enough good, enough regard or 

respect for others - never mind God - to counteract.  Except in pockets here and there, 

we don’t even know our immediate neighbors; and often fear them without even 

knowing them.  How can we love them?  Too many of us have lost touch with our God, 

often because some of us have no idea who God is.  We have become an indifferent 

world, eager and often content to sit and watch the powerful spit venom at each other.  

The rivers of slime grow while we put most or all things in our lives above faith.   

 



As your pastor, I am asking you to deeply consider where you are on the indifference 

scale.  Whatever our culture tells us, faith and faith practice need to be a part of our 

lives.  You do have choices in your life.  Choose your priorities wisely.  This may not be 

easy, and it may cause upset in your family and the wider community.  Make God and 

neighbor priority in what you do each day.  Seek fellowship as often as you can, putting 

your church community forefront and teach the children in your lives to do the same.  

Pray.  Read the scriptures.  Speak freely about your faith with others and its importance 

in your life.  Ask forgiveness and forgive freely, accepting God’s love which we know as 

grace.  That is how we can counteract the negative slime in our lives.  It is only love that 

can lift us higher, as individuals and beyond.  God is love. 

 

In Christ, 

Pastor Barbara  

 

 

 

 

 

CHURCH COUNCIL 

The February Church Council Meeting was held February 19, 
2020.  Members present at the meeting were: JoAnn 
Geissbuhler, Fritz Hirsbrunner, Judy Huntington, Janice Ruf, 
Jean Stauffacher, Matt Ubersox, Randy Ubersox.  Absent: Roy 

Berrey, Roy Hardt, Tana Risseeuw, Sheila Siegler, Pastor Barbara Brakey.    
 
Guest: Marjean Sutherland 
 
Review and Repair of Agenda: Moved New Business on Software report to beginning of 
meeting to allow Marjean to present her report and leave before full meeting.  
 
Software: Marjean reported that she and Betsy Wiegel met with Pastor Pleva at his 
church in Paoli, WI to review the Church Management Web Based Software they use 
and cost savings associated with.  Marjean expressed some pros and cons and that 
Betsy is reviewing the software with a free trial.  At this time no recommendation could 
be presented until more time was allowed to review the software. Marjean will also be 
looking into other software companies as well.  
 
Discussion was also held on the table and chairs that are not used.  Marjean has only 1 
person that expressed interest in a table.  She will put in newsletter one more month. 
 
Marjean also shared the Information Survey to update membership information that will 
be sent out by April 1 for members to complete with the newsletter.  The survey also 
includes questions regarding preferences on how to receive newsletters, mailing and 
envelopes.  Further discussion included other ways we may need to reach out to 
members to complete the survey such website, e-mail or during church service.   
 
Reports: 
 
The Minutes were approved as presented.   
 



The Financial Reports were approved as prepared by Betsy Wiegel.  Some Council 
members have questions about the financial report, to get a better understanding of 
accounts and balances.  Judy Huntington will invite Betsy to come to a future meeting to 
explain the report and answer any questions.  
 
Pastor Report:  Judy Huntington presented Pastor Report in Pastor Barbara absence:  
A handout was provided with the dates of the upcoming Lenten services and that 
ushers would be needed for the Ash Wednesday service at Immanuel on Feb 26.  Matt 
Ubersox and Randy Ubersox volunteered.  Ushers also needed for the Lenten service 
on March 11th.  JoAnn Geissbuhler and Judy Huntington volunteered. 
 
President Report:  Thank you note was shared from Virginia Douglas for use of 
Fellowship Hall. 
 
Buildings and Ground Committee: Heating in Humpty Dumpty has been fixed, 
Painting is complete in Fellowship Hall and Hallway, light fixture is also up in Hallway. 
The light fixture outside of Fellowship Hall should be replaced soon. 
 
Stewardship Committee: Soup and Bowl event was a success and all items have 
been delivered to the food pantry.  Committee is making plans to meet again to discuss 
their ideas for their next event. 
 
Pastor Parish Committee: Plans to meet in April 
 
Women’s Guild: Next Meeting will be March 12th with a presentation by Betty Williams 
on Switzerland. 
 
Old Business: 
Humpty Dumpty: Janice Ruf will reach out to Humpty Dumpty to discuss lease. 
 
Building Use Fees: Discussion was held with concerns shared from church members 
about the building use policy and cost associated to members of the church.  Motion as 
made by Fritz Hirsbrunner and second by Matt Ubersox to Revise Building Use Fee 
Policy for funerals of Church members to a free will donation.  Opposed: Randy 
Ubersox. The janitor will be paid from the general fund.  
 
New Business;  
Lenten Supper: Immanuel will host Lenten Supper and Church Service on March 11.  
Judy will organize a sign-up sheet for anyone who can help making pies. Council 
members will be providing the soup, cheese tray, sandwiches and drinks and will be 
serving the meal.  Janice Ruf will reach out to the Mission team to ask for help at this 
event.  
 
Committee Liaisons: Matt Ubersox was appointed as the liaison for the Endowment 
Committee 
 
Next Meeting: No meeting will be held in March due to Lenten Services.  The next 
Council meeting will be April 15th at 6:15pm.  
 
 

 
 



Immanuel sends its sympathies to the family and friends of 
Zola Blaser who passed away on February 17, 2020.  Zola will 
be affectionately remembered by all who knew her.  You are in 
our thoughts and prayers. 
 
 

 

 
 
FREE TO A GOOD HOME! 
There are approximately 25 wood chairs in the basement.  Please 
feel free to take as many as you can use.  Some are in the Sunday 
School hallway and the rest are under the steps. 
 

 

 
 
2020 JANITORIAL CONTRIBUTIONS 

Enclosed in this month’s newsletter is the 2020 envelope for 

a donation towards payment of our janitorial staff.  These 

contributions will offset the contribution made by the 

Women’s Guild toward janitorial services at Immanuel.  We 

thank you in advance for your donation.  The envelopes can be put in the Women’s 

Guild Mailbox, which is located in the Pastor’s Office, mailed to the church, or put in the 

offering plate during Sunday Service. 

 

 
 

 
LENTEN SERVICE 
We will be hosting the Ecumenical Lenten Service on March 11.  
We will be serving soup, cheese tray, sandwiches and drinks.  We 
are looking for people to make pies.  The signup sheet will be on 
the table in the Narthex for the next few weeks.  If you are able, 
please sign up.  We always have a good crowd and part of it is 

because people love a good piece of pie!! 
 
 

 
 
BINGO 
IUCC hosted BINGO at the Lafayette Manor on February 19th.  
We entertained 20 Bingo players.  We also had great helpers 
from IUCC.  Our helpers were Dave and Marjean Sutherland, 
Randy and Connie Ubersox, Helen Parr and Janette Steger.  

Thank you so much for helping.  We all had a good time! 
Thank you, 
Kate Black 

 

 



 

Immanuel Youth will be performing the Palm Sunday service 

on Sunday, April 5th at 10am.  The children will begin 

practicing in March.  We would love for everyone to 

participate!  As a reminder, there will be no Immanuel Sunday 

School on Easter Sunday, April 12, 2020. 

 

 

 

 
DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME  
Starts on March 8th.  Please remember to turn 
your clocks ahead 1 hour. 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

TO ALL WOMEN’S GUILD MEMBERS 
Women’s Guild will meet again on Thursday, March 12th 
at 12 noon.  Betty Williams will be giving a presentation 
on Switzerland.  The Guild officers will be providing the 
lunch.  Everyone is asked to participate in cleaning up.  
Come and enjoy the food and fellowship. 

 

 

  



 

LENTEN SCHEDULE 

Mar. 4 – Lenten Service at Grace Lutheran Church.  
Light meal at 5:30 p.m. & service at 6:30 p.m. 
Mar. 11 – Lenten Service at Immanuel.  Light meal at 
5:30 p.m. & service at 6:30 p.m. 

Mar. 18 – Lenten Service at United Methodist Church.  Light meal at 5:30 p.m. & 
service at 6:30 p.m. 
Mar. 25 – Lenten Service at First Baptist Church with Pastor Barbara preaching.  Light 
meal at 5:30 p.m. & service at 6:30 p.m. 
Apr. 1 – Lenten Service at Holy Rosary Church.  Light meal at 5:30 p.m. & service at 
6:30 p.m. 
 

 

 
 
 
WOMEN’S SUNDAY SERVICE 
Thank you, to all who said yes and participated in the 
February 9, 2020 Women’s service.  You did a great job! 

 
A special Thank You to Marjean Sutherland, Betty Williams and Cindy Pluemer for the 
help with planning the service! 
 
A huge THANK YOU to the IUCC members who braved the snow to attend the service! 
 

Thanks Again, 
Judy Huntington 

 
 
 

 
 

 
MAKING CONTRIBUTIONS ONLINE? 
If you pay bills online through your bank, you can send 
contributions to the church that way, too.   
The church’s address is: 
 Immanuel United Church of Christ 
 339 East Louisa Street 
 P.O. Box 87 
 Darlington, WI   53530. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
PASTORAL CARE 
If you know of any church member that would 
appreciate a pastoral visit, please let Pastor Barbara 
know. 
 

 

 

 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Mar. 1 – Sunday School kids sing during worship. 
Confirmation after worship 

Mar. 4 – Lenten Service at Grace Lutheran Church.  Light meal 
at 5:30 p.m. & service at 6:30 p.m. 

Mar. 8 – Confirmation after worship 
 Daylight savings time begins.  Turn your clocks ahead 1 hour 
Mar. 11 – Lenten Service at Immanuel.  Light meal at 5:30 p.m. & service at 6:30 p.m. 
Mar. 12 – Women’s Guild Meeting at noon with lunch 
Mar. 15 – Confirmation after worship 
Mar. 18 – Lenten Service at United Methodist Church with Pastor Barbara preaching.  
Light meal at 5:30 p.m. & service at 6:30 p.m. 
Mar. 22 – Confirmation after worship 
Mar. 23 – Deadline for April newsletter articles 
Mar. 25 – Lenten Service at Holy Rosary Church.  Light meal at 5:30 p.m. & service at 
6:30 p.m. 
Mar. 29 – Confirmation after worship 
Apr. 1 – Lenten Service at First Baptist Church with Pastor Larry Balleine preaching.  
Light meal at 5:30 p.m. & service at 6:30 p.m. 
Apr. 5 – Palm Sunday with Sunday School Presentation. 

Confirmation after worship 
Apr. 9 – Maundy Thursday Tenebrae Service at 6:00 p.m. with communion 
Apr. 12 – Easter Sunday Service at 9:00 a.m. with communion 
 

 

 
 

  



MARCH  
BIRTHDAYS 
1st Ashley Buss 
 Colten Ruf 
2nd Tara Glendenning 
 Heather Zizis 
4th Phil Risseeuw 
5th Sheila Siegler 
6th Larry Milestone 
 Keith Siegenthaler 
 Anthony Tuescher 
8th Carol Johnson 
10th Roy Hardt 
11th Tony Lewis 
 Joanne Merriam 
12th Jada Glendenning 
 Wendy Leahy 
 Alan Ruf 
13th Kay Wang  
15th Connie Ubersox 
18th Lindsay Woodworth 
21st Kevin Leahy 
 Abigail Merriam 
 Brianna Ubersox 
23rd Stacy Kammes 
25th Aric Geissbuhler 
26th Christine Ubersox 
28th Wendy Douglas 
 Amber Ramsden 
 Brandi Ruf-Wepking 
29th Ashton Leahy 
31st Kinsley Buss 
  
    
 
MARCH USHERS 
1st Randy & Connie 

Ubersox 
8th Scott & Jada 

Glendenning 
15th Don & Peggy Rolli 
22nd Jared & Ann Reuter 
29th Ron & Joan Blaser 
April 5th – Travis & Nicole Lewin 
 
  
MARCH ANNIVERSARIES 
8th David & Christine 
 Ubersox 

15th Heidi & Gary Rear 
23rd Stacy & Matt Kammes 
  
 
 
 MARCH LITURGISTS 
1st Sara Gleason 
8th Sheila Siegler 
15th Jordan Hinderman 

22nd Brandi Ruf-Wepking 
29th Fritz Hirsbrunner 
  
 

 
MARCH 

GREETERS 
1st – Orvin & Ruth 

Siegenthaler 
8th – Scott & Tara Glendenning 
15th – Don & Peggy Rolli 
22nd – Jared & Ann Reuter 
29th – Ron & Joan Blaser 
April 5th – Travis & Nicole Lewin 
 
Greeters - Please arrive at least 30 
minutes before the worship service.  
Make 32 cups of coffee & take come 
cookies/bars out of the freezer & put on 
2 small silver trays.  Take out cups, 
plates & napkins which are kept in the 
tall cabinet in Fellowship Hall.  These 
are all set up on the counter for self-
service along with creamer (milk 
available) & sugar.  You are not 
responsible to stay for clean-up.  Greet 
& welcome all members, guests & 
visitors.  If date assigned does not 
work for you, please switch with 
someone. 

 
 

Deadline for the April newsletter articles 
is March 23, 2020.  

 
 


