
P. 1

Sermon 3/13/22 2nd Sunday of Lent. !The Work of Jesus is Not Yet Done ” 
IUCC Darlington 
Bill Whitford 
Text Luke 13:31-35 

This is a hard lesson today in the true spirit of Lent, it"s about killing and death 

threats. Lent is a difficult time of year, and that is intentional because it"s our time 

to prepare for Jesus"#death on the cross. It seems like it"s all bad news until Easter 

Sunday arrives. 

In today"s lesson, we begin by hearing the Pharisees warning Jesus about Herod 

wanting to kill him. Based on the relationships we see in the Gospels, we have to 

wonder if the Pharisees are sincere in their concern. Often they see him as a 

troublemaker or worse, and do what they can to negate his impact on the people. 

Perhaps they want Jesus to move on, and they hope to threaten him with Herod"s 

wrath? We know Herod killed Jesus"#cousin, John The Baptist. He would likely do 

the same to Jesus if he had the opportunity. At this moment, when this part of the 

story happens, Jesus is in or near Galilee, and not yet in Jerusalem. Galilee is in 

Herod"s jurisdiction but Jerusalem is not.  

Jesus seems almost short-tempered in his response like he is angry with them for 

pointing out something so obvious. Of course, they want to kill him, Jesus is 

himself a prophet, isn"t he?  Jesus goes on to rail about prophets being killed and 

murdered, especially in Jerusalem. He"s not there yet, so it"s not really a concern. 
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Jesus says he isn"t running, he isn"t taking a break. He is going to continue healing 

and casting out demons. He wants to keep doing his work, God"s work, as long as 

he can. He is aware of his time on earth, and he knows that despite what the 

Pharisees tell him, it"s not time yet. 

We know that Jesus is referring to his own upcoming death – ”On the third day I 

finish my work”. The Greek word here for finish also can mean to fulfill, to make 

perfect. Jesus is saying that on the third day he completes his mission successfully.  

The day he rises from the dead. The most important day in the whole history of our 

Faith. Easter Sunday. Until then, he will do his work with the sick, with the poor, 

with the people who want to hear him. 

Another hard part about today"s lesson is that it demonstrates that Jesus knows his 

mission is to come to earth and die for us. God"s mission for him was always to 

die. That is a hard thing for us to accept and understand.   

But more to the point, after the Pharisees warn him, he makes it clear that he"s not 

done yet. He"s got more to do. And he uses the 3 days reference to possibly mean 

that even after he is killed, he has 3 days until he rises and gets to work again. 

Even death can"t stop him and his work. 

For us as followers, we know there is still more to do for us. What is that work? Is 

it persuading people to come to church? Or is it taking actions to demonstrate 

God"s love in the world, to be God"s hands in the world? Caring about God"s 

people. That"s what Jesus did, and that"s what we can do as well. Our simple acts of 
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love and kindness can fulfill God"s mission in the world. Our prayer time and 

scripture reading can also help us discern our work as well.  

The lesson ends with !Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord” 

reminding us of the beautiful Psalm 118, especially V26. This quote declares and 

identifies that Jesus is the Messiah. Jesus is reminding the Pharisees and the crowd 

who he is. This is a great psalm to pray and read for us today as well. Try it – sit 

and read it through a couple times, and listen to the words. While the feelings of 

the writer wash over you, consider how God feels about you. Pray and listen, pray 

and listen. 


