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ANNUAL MEETING OF THE CONGREGATION 

January 26, 2020 
 

ORDER OF BUSINESS 
 
Call to Order 
 
Memorials and Opening Prayer 
 
Approval of Minutes of January 20, 2019 Meeting 
 
Reports: 
 Pastor  
 Statistics 
 Christian Education/Sunday School 
 Choir 
 Evangelical Fellowship and Growth Committee 
 Missions 

 Stewardship Committee 
Women’s Guild 
Endowment Fund 
Financial Report/Consideration of 2020 Budget 
Auditor’s Report 

 
Old Business 
 
New Business 
 By-Laws Change 

Report of Nominating Committee & Election 
 

Other matters to come before the meeting 
 
Adjournment 
 
Prayer 
  



IN MEMORIAM 
  

 
 IN LOVING MEMORY 

AND HONOR OF: 
 

Members: 
 

Helen Flesher 
Arlene Hirsbrunner 

Jerry Leahy 
Esther Marty 

Rosemary Parkinson 
Janice Schlappi 

Mary Louise Teutschmann 
  



  
Pastor’s Report 

 
As we close 2019, I continue to be thankful to pastor this 

congregation and appreciate not only your support but also the 

Christian attitude apparent in how we operate.  There have been 

obvious areas of growth, responsiveness to needs which have 

meant change and active introspection and engagement in the scriptures.  More people 

have come to me and discussed theological issues than I can ever remember as a part 

of my ministry.  It is with joy that I have found that the living word has offered me the 

chance to be present with you through worship and prayer.  

 

We continue to see our younger families bring their children to us for support in Christ.  

We celebrated three Baptisms in 2019.  We continue to see families sitting among us 

with babies and toddlers.  As they grow, I have watched them become comfortable 

among other adults in the congregation.  This is a very special gift as it fosters the 

reality of the church as family, something that is often absent in churches today.  These 

children will grow up open to others in their faith community, no matter where that is, 

because they are growing up with it today.  It is a very special relationship which they 

will cherish that is not common in many congregations in this time. 

 

Our prayers continue for 7 families who saw loved ones leave us physically in 2019.  

These 7 saints include: Esther Marty, Janice Schlappi, Arlene Hirsbrunner, Rosemary 

Parkinson, Helen Flesher, Jerry Leahy and Mary Louise Teutschmann in order of their 

passing.  Each will be missed, yet not forgotten and will continue to be with us through 

the service that they so lovingly gave to Christ’s Church.  May God continue to bless 

their families and the wider congregation as we remember them and celebrate their 

lives.  

 

There were no weddings celebrated in our sanctuary during 2019, however, two 

weddings took place outside the church:  Eugene and Liz (Goss) Jenson and Mitchell 

Ray and Kendra Lattin.  There were also no confirmations in 2019.  A new class began 

in September of 2019.  I am thrilled to have Betty Williams join me as co-teacher for this 

class.  Her efforts and insights are most appreciated.  I am looking forward to continue 

sharing their journey in 2020.  During 2019, three adults made it known that they wish to 

become members of the congregation.  I am pleased to be able to hold new members 

classes after the first of the year in accordance with their schedules.  

 

We offered Ash Wednesday Service and participated in the Ecumenical Lenten 

program.  We again celebrated with our Sunday school in the interactive Passion 

Sunday service for Palm Sunday.  We also worshipped on Easter Sunday in a 

Communion Service, and came together for a Service of Carols and Candles on 



Christmas Eve.  Our Choir sings on a regular basis now.  Many thanks to Roy Berrey, 

Cindy Pluemer and Tana Risseeuw (who offered her musical talents while Cindy was 

out with her surgery).  The Women’s Guild offered me an opportunity to offer a Bible 

Study during 2019, which I enthusiastically accepted.  Bible Study in a Bag brought 

many smiles and even some new discoveries. 

 

One of the most exciting developments for me in 2019 was the emergence of a new 

group working on the Stewardship Committee who came in energized and focused on 

Congregational support.  Together, we gathered for Pack Em In Sunday, a successful 

event welcoming many family members and friends.  The Candy Cane Prayer card was 

also offered on Christmas Eve.  There are plans for more congregation based events 

fostering fellowship for 2020.  They have been an absolute joy to work with.  

 

In 2019, I have continued to be involved in our community, through visitation and 

events.  I was honored to officiate for Darlington’s Memorial Day Celebration.  Despite 

during rain, people persevered for the parade, blessing and a well attended program 

which was moved to the Community Center because of weather.  The Darlington Clergy 

association continues to support each other in coverage for pastoral need.  I continue to 

lead services at The Manor.  I attended Cinco de Mayo, attended baseball and softball 

games, and participated in the Class of 2019 Baccalaureate Service.  

 

I continued to be involved in Conference activities, regularly attending a lectionary study 

group, a Community of Practice Group, and also attended seminars and clergy share 

luncheons.  I was approached to be a part of The Badger Camp family and have been 

working with this organization this past year.  I am also a nominee for their Board of 

Directors, have been a part of planning for the camp blessing ceremony and also a 

proposed chapel and butterfly garden.  I would like to offer prayerful thanks to our paid 

staff Cindy Pluemer, Nancy Slama, and Joanne Merriam.  These individuals and our 

many volunteers keep things running smoothly throughout the year.  I cannot express 

how grateful I am for each of them and their service to this community.  Each year 

brings with it challenges, but these are also opportunities.  I am so very blessed to be 

pastor and teacher in covenant with such a kind and supportive church family.  

 

Respectfully submitted,  

Pastor Barbara 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

IMMANUEL UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 
 

STATISTICAL REPORT -- Dec. 31, 2019 

 
Members on January 1, 2019                 132 
 

Gains: Confirmation Class     +0 
  New Members       +0  
 
           
Losses:  
  Deaths         -7 
   Esther Marty 
   Janice Schlappi 
   Arlene Hirsbrunner 
   Rosemary Parkinson 
   Helen Flesher 
   Jerry Leahy 
   Mary Louise Teutschmann 
 
Moved to Inactive*      -0-    -  7 

 
Members on December 31, 2019        125 
 
Baptisms     
 Elsie Barbara Winkler – August 18, 2019 
 Colton Anthony Buss – August 18, 2019 
 Remie Lynn Duerst – February 17, 2019 
 
Weddings of Members not at Immanuel   
 Eugene & Liz (Goss) Jenson – August 31, 2019 
 Mitchell Ray and Kendra Lattin – May 18, 2019 
 
*Anyone who is on the inactive list can come back at any time – they will still get the 
newsletter and are always welcome to attend. 
  



 

2019 CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

REPORT 

 WOW, another year has come and gone so 

quickly!  We are so blessed to have the 

opportunity to watch our Immanuel youth grow into wonderful, faithful 

young adults! 

In the spring of the year, our Christian Education team continued the 
curriculum purchased from David C. Cook.  The children are learning 
scripture and creating fun crafts in four different classrooms broke up by 
ages and/or grade level.  The Christian Education team is as follows: 

 
 Betty Williams and Mariah Kendall - Pre-K and Kindergarten 
 Tara Glendenning and Jada Glendenning - 1st and 2nd Grade 
 Stacey Kammes - 3rd, 4th and 5th Grade 
 Sara Gleason -  6th, 7th and 8th Grade 
 Music Director - Cindy Pluemer 
 

Other Christian Education Team members are:  McKenzie and Abigail 
Reuter and Maggie and Janie Gleason. 

 
Rally Day 2019 was SO much fun this year!  Scott and Tara Glendenning 
graciously allowed the congregation to enjoy their beautiful farm and 
animals!  We left the comfort of the church walls and enjoyed a service 
meeting Noah and the Ark.  The weather didn’t work out as we had hoped, 
but the fresh air and great company was enjoyed by all!  Special thanks to 
the Glendenning & Hinderman families for the location and transportation 
of our members.  Also thanks to Matt Ubersox for playing the part of Noah!  

 
In the fall of the year, we decided to go back to our large group classroom, 
intermingling our youngest members with our pre-confirmation young 
adults.  With our youth attendance fluctuating so much, and our teachers 
having very busy schedules, the Christian Education team decided 
working together was best!  Each week, one teacher brings a lesson and 
craft for the youth to discuss and enjoy together. 

 
  



Immanuel Youth ended the year performing a Christmas Program entitled 
“Manger Tales”, telling the story of the birth of Baby Jesus from the 
perspective of the animals in the manger.  It was a cute and humorous 
take on the wonderful story! The children read and performed the story 
and sang beautifully!   

 
The Christian Education team would like to thank all the parents, 
grandparents and friends that continue encouraging the youth of 
Immanuel the importance of learning the stories in the Bible that show the 
grace of our God! 

 
Please remember all children, young and old, are welcome to worship 
with us! 

 
Respectfully Submitted  
Sara Gleason 

 

 

 

 

2019 CHOIR REPORT 
 
We have been singing now for a couple years, 
and would love to have more of our Immanuel 
family and friends join us.  We have been 

meeting on Sunday mornings at 9 a.m. for practice, with Cindy Pluemer 
playing and Roy Berrey directing us.  Come and help us out.  We’d love to 
see you! 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Roy Berrey and Cindy Pluemer 



2019 EVANGELISM, FELLOWSHIP & 
GROWTH COMMITTEE 

 
The E, F & G Committee has had a quieter year in 2019.  
We planned and held the 80 & Over & any Shut-In’s Party.  
They all enjoy it so much and we love to do it.  Our 
celebration this year will be Thursday, May 14th at noon. 

 
We have a second 100th birthday girl, Zola Blaser turned 100 on May 27th.  And we 
were saddened to lose our first 100th birthday girl, Arlene Hirsbrunner on April 30, 2019.  
Both ladies are very special members of our church.  We are so happy to have all of our 
Senior members. 
 
We give to each baby baptized a baby quilt.  It makes a special gift to the new baby to 
welcome them to our church.  I think this is God’s way to show that the World should go 
on each time we welcome a new baby.  If you have babies baptized, can you please tell 
us who the sponsors are.  (When ministers call and want a record of when some of our 
adults were baptized, they like to have the sponsors names, also.)    
  
We try to help Nancy Slama with addresses, telephone numbers, emails, other 
important dates.  If your address, email or telephone number has changed, please let us 
know.  Also, deaths, birth dates, baptisms and weddings of our members. 
 
We have five books of family histories of our Church families.  If you have old time 
pictures or stories, please share them with us.  We will make a copy and add it to your 
pages in these books.  The stories don’t have to be old ones.  Many of our members are 
newer and our history goes on every day.  So weddings, baptisms or any pictures, or 
whatever you have, please share with us.  We’d love to have your things. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Betty Williams 

  



 

 

 

IUCC Mission Team 2019 Report 
 
 

 
 
 
Past Mission Trips have included Chicago, St. Louis, South  
Dakota and Biloxi. 
 
Our next Mission Trip is scheduled for August 2021 to Back Bay  
Mission in Biloxi, MS. 
 
 
There is no doubt that our pie day fundraiser is very important to  
the success of the Mission team.  It allows us to help those in 
need and for the youth of our Church to find out something about  
themselves along the way.  It is the help of many, who never go  
on a Mission Trip, that make our pie day what it is.  We would like  
to Thank all of those who have helped make that a success. 
 
Thank You and God Bless! 
 
Respectfully submitted: 

 
The Mission Team 
  



 

 

2019 STEWARDSHIP 
COMMITTEE 

  
 This was a year of reconstruction for 
our Stewardship Committee.  We  

now have four members and they are:  Kerry Black, Janice Ruf, Sheila 
Siegler, and Joan Blaser. 
 
We wrote a mission statement explaining what the purpose of this 
committee is and its responsibilities.  We as a committee are to work on 
strengthening our church body by getting our members active in our church 
services and events. 
 
We have tossed around many ideas of things to do to engage members of 
all ages. 
 
In November we held PACK-EM-IN SUNDAY with a tailgate party after the 
service which was well attended. 
 
On Christmas Eve we handed out a bookmark with a candy cane attached 
explaining the meaning of a candy cane. 
 
We are currently planning more events and projects for the 2020 year. 
 
Respectfully submitted by: 
 
The Stewardship Committee  



2019 WOMEN’S GUILD REPORT 
  
The Women's Guild meets the 2

nd
 

Thursday of each month from March 
thru November.  We meet at noon in 
the fellowship hall with dessert and/or 
lunch, worship program and a business 

meeting which follows.  We average between 15-20 in attendance, 
including members and guests.   
 
The Guild is very active and some of the projects are as follows: 
Host Manor Bingo 3 times a year,  Women’s Sunday in church, Easter 
Card and baskets for shut-ins, Honor our 80 year old members, Annual 
Mystery Trip, Annual Christmas Bazaar, Christmas Party and potluck, send 
birthday, anniversary, get well and sympathy cards to members.  We 
coordinate and take our turn with Meals on Wheels, work at the 
Bloodmobile, and collect and deliver food and money for the two local food 
pantries. 
 
The Funeral Committee had 5 funerals in 2019. 
 
The Women’s Guild also contributes financially to many things such as:  
Monetary donations to Community of Churches and Southwest WI CAP in 
Darlington food pantries.  Paper products for the fellowship hall, Cards and 
postage for birthdays, anniversaries, get well and sympathy cards, Sunday 
school and Bible school expenses, Manor Bingo, Lenten supper, Speakers 
for monthly meetings, Kitchen supplies, a percentage for the janitorial 
expenses, Post prom parties, Hodan Center, New Glarus Home, Sieg 
Foundation, WI Badger Camp, and Navigators.  The Guild also donates 
monies for upkeep or projects that maybe happening within our church. 
 
Our annual Christmas Bazaar is a big undertaking with lots of planning, 
cooperation and hard work.  2019’s bazaar netted a profit of $3,941.56. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Debbie Loken 
Women’s Guild President  



 

 

 

2019 NOMINATING COMMITTEE REPORT 

 
The following individuals have consented to stand for election at 
the upcoming Annual Meeting of the Congregation for a three 
year term: 
 
 For election to the Church Council 

 
Karl “Fritz” Hirsbrunner 
Sheila Siegler 
Randy Ubersox* 
Judy Huntington* 
Jean Stauffacher* 
 
 
For election to the Endowment Fund Committee 
 
Marjean Sutherland 
 
 

 
Nominations are for a three year term to begin immediately and 
expire in January, 2023.  Those individuals marked with an 
asterisk (*) are incumbents being nominated for a 2

nd
 three year 

term. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
The Nominating Committee 

 


