
Immanuel United Church of Christ                   
339 E. Louisa St. 
P.O. Box 87 
Darlington, WI  53530 
 
FORWARDING SERVICE REQUESTED 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IMMANUEL UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 
JANUARY 2021 Newsletter 
Interim Pastor Brad Brookins 
608-7 76-4110 Office 
E-Mail – immanuelucc@centurytel.net   



What my duck told me… 
On our homestead down near Blanchardville (this was a few 
years ago), we had five ducks—four ducks and a drake, to be 
precise.  They were kinda fun to watch waddling around the 
yard, but they weren’t good for much else.  They never laid 
eggs where I could find them, and they hated to go into the 
coop at night.  So I was always having to herd them in after 
dark.  Herd five ducks and they will go off in six different 
directions—none being the one you want, of course.  

 
Anyway, one night, just before Christmas, one of my ducks went missing.  Night time on 
the farm is fraught with danger.  Coyotes and raccoons lurk about.  I was sad, but not 
surprised. 
 
Then, about a week later, as I was shutting in the animals at sunset, I just happened to 
look behind a piece of plywood leaning against the coop.  There sat my missing duck—
keeping 8 or 10 eggs warm in a nest hollowed out of the gravel and generously lined with 
down from her own breast. 
 
I didn’t know ducks could go broody in the middle of winter, though with the crazy mild 
weather we were having that year I really wasn’t too surprised.  So I said to her, “Duck! 
what are you thinking!” 
 
Outside the safety of the duck house night after night, her prospects were none too 
good.  The nights were cold, and any day might have turned drastically colder.  January 
ducklings don’t have a high survival rate.   
 
She looked up at me and peeped.  Her beady little eyes said, “Yeah? What’s your point?” 
 
So there she sat in the cold and dark—confident, in a ducky sort of way, that she was 
right where she was supposed to be; trusting, in her ducky way, that everything would 
turn out—just ducky.   
 
Was she afraid?  I don’t know.  She should have been. 
   
And right there, in that odd display of trust and uncertainty, you have the Christmas story. 
 
Young Mary in Bethlehem—far from the safety of her own home and the comfort of her 
own mother, holed up in a dark corner of a cold barn.  Something momentous is stirring 
inside her.  
 
Her prospects are none too good.  Palestine was at least as cold and heartless a place 
for a poor, young person in the 1st century as it is today—maybe more so.  There were 
no friends; there were plenty of enemies. 
 
Soon the young family would become homeless refugees fleeing Herod’s sword—
crossing the border into a foreign land, reaching for safety, hoping they would be let in.  
 
Do you think, maybe, she was a little afraid?  Do you think, maybe, she should have 
been? 
 



 

We are almost through the four weeks of darkness we call Advent—a miniature of the 
darkness we spend most of our lives stumbling through.   
 
Four weeks of darkness is enough already.  Christmas Eve is almost here.  The light 
we’ve been watching from a dim distance is shining brighter.  This morning isn’t so dark.    
 
Nothing else can do that, you know.  
 
Only the light.   
 
Only love can overcome fear. Only generosity can overcome anger. Only kindness can 
overcome hate.  Only light can overcome darkness. 
 
Fear and terror.  These are very real, very dark forces.  They will rule the world.  They will 
rule us—until we are embraced by the gift of Christmas; until the light that shone in the 
Bethlehem stable shines around us. 
 
The world may be a dark and fearful place.  But that is never the whole story.  
 
See how the light shines—the light that changes everything. 
 
That will change the world. 
 
And us. 
 
Let it shine. 
 
And do not be afraid. 
  
Blessings, 
Brad Brookins 
  

 

CHURCH COUNCIL 
The December Church Council meeting was held on December 
16, 2020.  Present at the meeting were:  Roy Berrey, JoAnn 
Geissbuhler, Roy Hardt, Friz Hirsbrunner, Tana Risseeuw, Janice 
Ruf, Jean Stauffacher, Randy Ubersox and Pastor Brad Brookins.  

Absent: Matt Ubersox and Sheila Siegler   Guest Conference Pastor Lorraine Ceniceros 
 
Review and Repair of Agenda:  RJ advertising 
The November minutes were approved as presented. 
 
FINANCIAL REPORTS:  Betsy Wiegel was at the meeting and explained the financial 
report.  Received $2100 from the Women’s Guild for ½ of the cost of the janitor services.  
Expenses are down for the month as no one is in the Church or Parsonage and no travel 
expense for pastor. 
 
Pastor Report:  Pastor Brad Brookins asked what we expected to be reported on each 
month.  Also asked about procedure to purchase any supplies he may need. 



 
President Report:  JoAnn Geissbuhler stated Mathy’s Ace donated $250.00 to the 
church again this year.  Betsy will check into the ChurchTrac program in regard to setting 
up a way to send offerings directly through that program.  Website logo update has been 
suggested and will be part of the strategic planning committee. 
 
Christian Ed: (JoAnn) Sunday School teachers, Pastor Brad and JoAnn had a zoom 
meeting to brainstorm how to continue with Sunday School.  A Survey will be sent out to 
the parents.  Also Brandi Ruf Wepking has created a google Slide show telling the 
Christmas Story in various forms.  This will be sent out to all members via email. 
 
Building and Grounds: (Matt) We have received one bid for landscaping around the 
church and fellowship hall.  We want to have at least two bids.  The Council decided to 
table this project.  The Fire and Safety walk through was completed and we need to have 
some exit lights fixed and other back up lighting fixed.  Bid from Fire and Safety Platteville 
$966.75.  Bid from Ruf Electric $800.00  The Council approved to accept the Ruf Electric 
Bid. 
 
EF&G:  Janice Ruf states they have been busy contacting members via phone.  14 people 
have requested to get a copy of the sermon in print as don’t have access to computer etc.  
Also have a schedule of 10 members who requested a call once a month.  Thank you to 
committee for assisting our members. 
 
Women’s Guild:  Reminder to send donations to assist in making up for the loss of 
hosting the Christmas Bazaar. 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
Ad Hoc Committee Update:  Fritz Hirsbrunner   They have met and decided need to get 
a strategic planning committee together.  Would like a cross mix of ages to be on the 
committee to determine the Mission Statement of the church, how to incorporate Pastor 
Brookins into the congregation and what the Church needs are in search of new pastor.  
Pastor Lorraine Ceniceros stated that this is a great idea and will send Fritz materials on 
setting up this committee. 
 
Christmas Gifts:  Tana will mail them out this week 
 
Parsonage Update:  JoAnn and her son Joel did a walk through and have some ideas 
for updates that would refresh the parsonage.  After discussion council agreed to wait 
until we get a seated Pastor to be sure they will be living in parsonage. 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
2021 Budget – Presented by Betsy Wiegel and Fritz Hirsbrunner.  The Council approved 
the budget as presented. 
 
Reports for Annual Meeting:  Nancy Slama will contact people with reminders to submit 
the reports. 
 
Annual Meeting Date is January 31, 2021 via Zoom following worship service.   
 
New Council Officers:  JoAnn Geissbuhler will be President.  Need a vice-president and 
secretary.  
 



Virtual Service Recording Policy:  Pastor Brad will see if the conference has guidelines. 
 
The next Council meeting will be on January 20, 2021 at 6:15 p.m. 
 
 

 
 

THANK YOU! 
A huge thanks to Amy Ubersox-Ruegsegger & Alan Errthum 
for the wonderful Stable they made that we use every year. 
They also take care of everything from storing to putting in 
front of Church and picking it up. This does not go unnoticed 
and is truly appreciated. 

 
 
 

 
 

ANNUAL MEETING 
The Annual Meeting date will be January 31, 2021 after worship 
via Zoom.  Please have any articles to Nancy Slama by January 
18, 2020, as the Annual Report needs to be done by January 23, 
2021 so it can be attached to the website so the congregation 
has time to review it before the meeting.  There will be a few 

copies of the Annual Report will be left on the Fellowship Hall table right in front of the 
door on January 23, 2021 for anyone who does not have access to the church website.  
You can contact Nancy Slama at 608-482-2859 or quinn.nancy@ymail.com by January 
20, 2021 to have a copy of the Annual Report mailed to you. 
 
 

 
 

Planning For Our Church’s Future. 
By Fritz Hirsbrunner 
December 19, 2020 
 
Have you been wondering what the future holds for our 
church?  Where will we be one year from now?  Five years, ten 
years?  Well, it has been my experience that organizations 
have better control of their future and are better able to fulfil 

their mission by formally planning for it.  This is often referred to as strategic planning. 
 
Your church council has decided to develop a strategic plan and we would like to create 
a committee to make this happen.  We are looking for individuals who are interested in 
helping with this endeavor.   
 
The planning process will include such things as: 
  -creating a vision statement 

-reviewing our mission statement 
-discussing our values 
-identifying our strengths, weaknesses, opportunities and threats 

mailto:quinn.nancy@ymail.com


-setting goals and objectives 
 
This project will be discussed at the annual meeting and the committee will begin its 
work in February.  We would like to have a good cross-section of our membership so 
anyone high school age and older is encouraged to join our committee.  I will be leading 
these meetings and I am estimating that this planning process will take six to ten hours 
to complete.  It will take several meetings which will be held via Zoom.  No formal 
planning experience is required, just a desire to help chart the course for the future of 
IUCC.  You may find that the work we will be doing as interesting, challenging and 
rewarding.  The plan that we create will also help to lay the groundwork that we need in 
our search for our next settled pastor.  If you are interested in helping out, or if you have 
any questions, please contact any council member or me at 608-604-2057 or via email 
at fishin348@gmail.com. 
 

Thank you and please consider joining us, 
Fritz Hirsbrunner 

 
 

 
THANK YOU! 

I would like to send a heartfelt “Thank You” to all of my 
church family and friends for your prayers, well wishes, and 
cards after my recent heart attack.  I am very fortunate to 
have so many friends in our church family praying for me.   

May God Bless you all! 
Randy Ubersox 

 
 

 
 

Online Church Directory 
Our new software is up and running and we are very 
excited.  There is a website called ‘Church Connect’ 
where we can share important information to our 
members and visitors. The link is 
https://iucc.churchtrac.com.  Active members, with an e-

mail address, can register and are able to view their personal demographic information 
such as mailing address, phone number, and their contributions.  This is very beneficial 
as you can update your own information, and we are hoping this will keep our records 
more up to date.  This website can also be easily accessed on your cell phone. 
 
In Church Connect, members can also view a full church directory.  It will list family 
members, mailing address, phone number, and e-mail address.  This feature is only 
available to members who are in the system and not to the general public.  If you do 
NOT want to be included on this list, please contact Marjean Sutherland at 
marjeans@hotmail.com or 608-482-0091. 
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THANK YOU! 
Thank you to all the Salvation Army Bell Ringers: Mitchell & Gary 
Martin, Colten Ruf, Lizzy Reuter, Roy Hardt, Steve & Sheila 
Siegler, Dave & Marjean Sutherland. This money stays in Lafayette 
County and helps out many people in need. 
 

 

 
 

Cell Phone & E-mail Messages 
We are able to send text & e-mail messages from our new 
software and hopefully you have been receiving them.  The 
text messages will always come from the same number 
which is 844-234-4213.  We suggest you add this number 
as a contact in your phone and label it for Church so you 

will know where the message is coming from.  If you have not received any messages, 
please log in to Church Connect at https://iucc.churchtrac.com  to make sure we have 
your information correct.  Please update any information that is incorrect or missing. 
 
 
 

 
 

 
MAKING CONTRIBUTIONS ONLINE? 
If you pay bills online through your bank, you can send 
contributions to the church that way, too.   
The church’s address is: 
 Immanuel United Church of Christ 
 339 East Louisa Street 
 P.O. Box 87 
 Darlington, WI   53530. 

 

 
PASTORAL CARE 
If you know of any church member that would 
appreciate a pastoral visit, please let Janice Ruf know 
and she will follow up with the contact, or contact 
Pastor Brad Brookins at 608-669-2926. 
 

 
 

 
 

Have a safe, prosperous & 
happy 2021 
everyone! 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
Jan. 18th – Deadline for Annual Report articles 
Jan. 20th – Church Council Meeting at 6:15 p.m. 
Jan. 25th – Deadline for February newsletter articles 
Jan. 31st – Annual Meeting after worship via Zoom 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

JANUARY 
BIRTHDAYS 

2nd  Ann Reuter 
3rd June Hancock 
 Elizabeth Reuter  
7th Lisa Reilly 
8th Richard Ubersox 
10th Judy Huntington 
13th John Gleason 
14th Janie Gleason 
 Lois Ubersox 
15th McKenzie Reuter 
19th Virginia Douglas 
28th Nikki Martin 
 

 
 
 
 

Deadline for the 
February newsletter 
articles is  
January 25, 2021. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

JANUARY 
LITURGISTS 

3rd Betsy Wiegel 
10th  Pam Hardt 
17th Marjean Sutherland 
24th JoAnn Geissbuhler 
31st Jared Reuter – Annual Meeting 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
JANUARY 

ANNIVERSARIES 
7th Phil & Tana  
 Risseeuw 

18th Rodney & Mary Lindell 
 
 
 
 


