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August, 2022 
 
August is usually the hottest and busiest month of the 
summer.  We scramble to get in vacations and home 

projects before the summer ends.  Lots of produce is in season and the harvest continues on 
until Fall.  School will start soon for the children (my classes have already started at Dubuque!).  
In August I especially think of the nights when it gets nice and cool, and we can go out to see 
the stars and the lightning bugs.  Of course, we also have thunderstorms and other forms of bad 
weather as well.  Despite the mosquitoes, there is something sweet about a summer night in 
Wisconsin.  We are blessed to be here.  We have lots of work to do this time of year, but that’s a 
blessing too. 
.  
Because every place seems to be short of help this year, I am reminded of a story from Matthew 
chapter 9.   
 
Then Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming 
the good news of the kingdom and curing every disease and every sickness.  When he saw the 
crowds, he had compassion for them because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep 
without a shepherd.  Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are 
few; therefore ask the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest.” 
 
At the end of this story, it seems that Jesus is suggesting that the disciples could help some of 
the people who are lost; as if the disciples were laborers and the people were the harvest.  I like 
to think that each of us, in our own way, demonstrates our faith as we live our lives.  Sometimes 
people notice, and they wonder why we seem to be smiling despite the troubles of the world. 
We know something important, and that is that God loves us, and has a place for us, as 
believers.  We may have opportunities to testify and share our reasons for our internal peace 
with others.  In this way, as we show God’s love in our own lives, others may see it and believe 
in the Lord of the Harvest as we do.  God bless all of you as you enjoy your summer and 
especially bless the children as they prepare for school this fall.   
 
Bill Whitford 
 
 

 
 

CHURCH COUNCIL 

The May Church Council meeting was held on May 18, 2022. 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  JoAnn Geissbuhler, Fritz Hirsbrunner, Sheila 
Siegler, Nancy Slama, Jean Stauffacher, Dave Sutherland, Randy 
Ubersox. Absent: Brandi Ruf-Wepking, Roy Berrey, Kerry Black.  

 
Review and Repair of the Agenda: items added to Old and New Business.   
 
The Council approved the Minutes from the April 20, 2022 meeting as presented. 
  

1. Reports 
a. Financial Report was approved by the Council as presented. 



 

b. Pastor Report was passed as there was not a pastor present.  
c. President Report given by JoAnn. The City of Darlington Police are requesting 4 

names of those who can be called in the case of emergency to the building. Nancy 
Slama, Sheila Siegler, Randy Loken (as building and grounds head) will be on the 
list. Roy Hart will be asked if he would help in this area as well.  JoAnn will care for 
approving and sending the form back to the Police department.  
The room behind sanctuary has a fire exit door and there has been found things 

blocking this door. Sign ordered and will be posted on the door in the room and an 

announcement will be made in the Newsletter.  

Building Use Forms were discussed.  Since we have been away from the building 

for a couple years, put reminder in the next newsletter reminding all about the 

policy on building use and form requirement.  The forms are online or in the church 

office in the small green binder and once completed can be given to any council 

member. 

d. Christian Education Committee   
i. Summer Bible School – still waiting to hear back from Nick.  

e. Building and Grounds Committee – Randy Ubersox gave an update on parking 
lot clean-up and repair. Randy Ubersox, Fritz Hirsbrunner, and Sheila Siegler 
replaced 6 rotten ties, cut down shrub and cleaned all gravel/dirt from west side of 
lot.  
Randy Ubersox will spray the stumps and when dead rock will be brought in to 

finish.  

Need quote for seal coating and line painting.  

Sink downstairs is awaiting a callback from plumber. 

f. Mission Team- Jean reported the next mission trip will be July 30 – Aug, 5m 
2023.  Cinnamon roll/brat sale was a success. 

g. Stewardship Committee - Dave reported nothing new at this time. 
h. EF & G Committee – Jean gave an update.  
i. Endowment Committee – update given by Fritz 
j. Pastor-Parish Committee – Fritz reported Bill’s contract has been extended thru 

August 2022.  
k. Woman’s Guild - nothing new at this time. 
l. Worship Committee - nothing new at this time. 
m. Search Committee – JoAnn reported the candidate being interviewed was no 

longer a candidate due to financial limitations. 
2. Old Business 

a. Humpty Dumpty – The Council approved raising compensation for use of the 
building by $130.00 per month for the August 31, 2022 to May 31, 2023 school 
year.   Administrator of Humpty Dumpty is in agreement and thought the raise fair.  

b. Parsonage update - given by JoAnn. 
c. Evaluations update - given with meeting in near future to discuss.  
d. Church Bell Repair – Fritz has the motor out and is being looked at.  More to 

come. 
3. New Business 

a. Green Burials – discussion held.  JoAnn will respond to the person inquiring. 
b. Handicap Parking – two placards found will be placed on cones and put on curb 

during gatherings.  A reminder will be put in the next newsletter reminding of our 
handicapped spaces for those needing to park close.  There are only 2 spaces 
and folks can still be dropped off at the door as well. 



 

c. Pastor Salary/Budget – Continues to be discussed. 
d. Life Line Quote – this is for a new projector/speaker/screen.  This will be kept in 

mind for the future. 
 
 
The July Church Council meeting was held on July 20, 2022. 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Roy Berrey, Fritz Hirsbrunner, Sheila Siegler, Jean Stauffacher, Randy 
Ubersox, Kerry Black, Nancy Salma, Brandi Ruf-Wepking.  Absent: JoAnn Geissbuhler, Dave 
Sutherland 
 
Repair and review agenda:  

Add – Randy Ubersox mentioned the wood around windows of hall and church should be 
looked at for possible replacement. 
Add - Landscape in front of church. 
Fritz Hirsbrunner corrected the amount of railroad ties purchased and replaced were 9 
not 6 and the bill reflects this.  
Humpty Dumpty contract starts 8/1/22. 

 
The Council approved the May minutes with the corrections as states above as no meeting in 
June due to inclement weather.   
 
Reports: 

Financial – The Council approved the June financial report as presented.  
 President –  none at this time. 

Christian Education – Brandi reports we will re-open Sunday school on September 
11th.  A notice will go into the August Newsletter and also announced in church. 
Building and Grounds – Sheila brought up the tree issue at the parsonage.  She will get 
quotes to remove the tree and talk with neighbor, Tom Johnson, and report back to the 
board in August.  The Council approved purchasing mulch for the front of the church.  
Sink purchase for Humpty Dumpty project is estimated at $707 on sale. The Council 
approved moving forward with purchase of sink/faucet and installation.  
Wood exterior on hall and church will need to be examined as it looks weathered. Randy 
and Roy will check the wood and report back to the Board.  

 Mission Team – none at this time. 
Stewardship Committee – Sheila will reach out to Joan Blaser and report back to 
Board. The committee will hold a meeting this week to discuss fall events. 
EF&G Committee – 80+ birthday party will be August 11th at noon. Betty Williams 
working on event. 
Endowment Committee – committee met, Fritz appointed as chairman. Resolutions 
being worked on and will be presented to the Board soon and then the Annual meeting 
for approval.  
Pastor/Parish Committee – Bill’s contract expires in August.  Bill is agreeable to 
extending until the end of December.  The Council approved extending Bill’s contract 
through Jan 1st 2023.  Fritz will talk with Bill and let Roy know which Sundays Bill will 
need coverage this fall.  Fritz will let Bill know we are extending his contract.  Fritz will talk 
with Jordan Cernak to see his availability for any of Bill’s absences.  

 Women’s Guild – Brandi gave report on 80+ party. 
Worship Committee – Roy will work with Brandi to incorporate children in worship 
services.  

Old Business: 
Search Committee – no new applicants. 



 

Humpty Dumpty – Contract fees were voted on to increase, however, Nicole expressed 
a minimal amount of enrollees and concern about being able to pay the rent.  Fritz will 
speak with Nicole about rental fees after registration is completed and they have a better 
idea of how many children they will have in the fall. 
Repair of the Bells – multiple people have tested and looked at the motor/relays to no 
avail.  Fritz reported a cost of $625 to have a representative come and look the bell 
system. Additional, cost will be incurred to fix.  The Council approved having a 
representative come to look at the system. 
Evaluation Process – in progress 
Strategic Planning – add to August agenda under New Business 

New Business: 
Lawn care reimbursement – The Council approved increasing the Hart’s 
reimbursement from $30-$45 retroactive at the start of the mowing season 2022 due to 
fuel prices and maintenance on mowers with rising costs. 
Active shooter training – Jason King has offered to come and present to the 
membership. Brandy will contact Jason and let him know we would be interested in doing 
this on a weekday evening.  Brandi will let the board know via email the date selected so 
we can put in the newsletter and announce in church. 

 
The next Council meeting will be August 17, 2022 at 6:15 p.m.  
 
 

 
 

 
OUR DEEPEST SYMPATHIES! 
Immanuel sends its sympathies to the family of Harold Douglas who 
passed away July 10, 2022.  Words are never adequate in 
moments like these.  Our hearts go out to you, and we will always 
remember the happy memories we have in knowing Harold.  Harold 
will be fondly remembered and sadly missed by all who knew him.  
May those memories bring you joy. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
YOUTH NIGHT 
Calling all 6th – high school youth!!!  Beginning Wednesday, 
September 14th, IUCC will have Youth Night 7 to 8 p.m.  We 
will meet the second and fourth Wednesday’s each month to 
start.  Come spend an hour in fellowship, fun and games!  
Bring your friends.  All are welcome!  If you have any 
questions, please contact Sheila Siegler at 608-482-2332. 

 
 

 
 



 

 
RALLY DAY 
September 11, 2022 has been chosen as Rally Day to kick off 
Sunday School at Immanuel.  More information will be coming in the 
next newsletter.  Mark September 11th on your calendars so you can 
attend Rally Day! 
 

 
 

 
 
THANK YOU! 
We would like to thank you for your kindness and sympathy at a 
time when it was deeply appreciated.  Thank you so much for 
serving the luncheon for Mom’s funeral.  Everything was perfect.  
Thank you for your love and support thru the years. 

The Family of Karen Siegenthaler 
Susie, John, Lisa & Scott 

 
 

 
 

 
THANK YOU, IMMANUEL! 
 
Dear Everyone at IUCC, 
Thank you for the gift of money.  It will be used towards my 
education at the University of Wisconsin-Platteville to major in 
Elementary Education.  Thanks for taking the time to celebrate 
me in church and everything through the years. 

Thanks, 
Mariah Kendall 

 
 
IUCC, 
Thank you for your kind words and generosity!  Your gift will help support my studies, mission, 
and many adventures I find along the way! 

Lots of love, 
Abby Reuter 

 

 
 
BLOOD DRIVE 
The American Red Cross is holding a blood drive at the 
American Legion, 1400 Keep St., Darlington, WI on August 2, 
2022 from 12:30 p.m. to 5:30 p.m.  If you would like to give 
blood, appointments are preferred.  Call 1-800-733-2767 for an 
appointment, or visit their website at RedCrossBlood.org.   

 
 



 

 
 
 
ACTIVE SHOOTER PRESENTATION 
Darlington Police Chief Jason King is holding Active Shooter 
Training at Immanuel on Wednesday, August 10, 2022 at 
6:00 p.m.  Everyone is welcome.  Mark your calendars to 
attend.   
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 AUGUST WOMEN’S GUILD MEETING 
The Women’s Guild Meeting will be holding the 80+ Birthday Party 
on Thursday, August 11th at 12:00.  Hope to see you there. 
 

 
 

 
 

June 2022 Financial Information 
 

   June   Year to Date       Year to Date 
   2022 Budget      2022  Budget 

Contributions/Revenue  $  5,104 $  5,403 $ 40,743  $ 37,265 
Expenses    $  3,067 $  7,099 $ 37,876  $ 54,431 
Net Gain/(Loss)  $  2,037 $ (1,697) $   2,867  $(17,166) 
 
 

 
 
 
 
PASTORAL CARE 
If you know of any church member that would appreciate a 
pastoral visit, please let Janice Ruf know and she will follow 
up with the contact.    You can contact Janice at 608-553-
4182. 

 
 

 
 
 



 

 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

August 2 – American Red Cross blood drive at the American 
Legion Hall from 12:30 p.m. to 5:30 p.m.  Appointments are 
preferred if you would like to give blood.  Call 1-800-733-2767 
for an appointment, or visit their website at 
RedCrossBlood.org. 
August 10 – Active Shooter Presentation presented by 

Darlington Police Chief Jason King at 6:00 p.m. at Immanuel. 
August 11 – Women’s Guild 80+ Birthday Party at noon.  
August 17 – Church Council Meeting at 6:15 p.m. 
August 22 – Deadline for September newsletter articles 
September 11 – Rally Day Sunday for Sunday School.  Sunday School will start at 9:00 a.m.  
Worship services will start to 10:00 a.m. 
September 14 – Youth Night at Immanuel from 7:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 

 

 

 
 
 
AUGUST  
BIRTHDAYS 
 
 

2nd Danielle Duerst 
11th Sandi Reichling 
15th Marcus Kendall 
17th Brandon Hardt 
  Jay Lancaster 
18th Jenny Jenson 
20th Peggy Moest-Lancaster 
22nd Jared Reuter 
26th LuAnn Monson 
 
 

 
 
Deadline for 
the September 
newsletter 
articles is 
August 22, 
2022. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
AUGUST 
ANNIVERSARIES 
 
 
 

4th Matt & Jolene Ubersox 
6th Tom & Betsy Ellefson 
12th Bernie & Nancy Ruf 
14th Bruce & Jenny Jenson 
17th Steve & Sheila Siegler 
22nd Don & Janis Ruf 
23rd Wayne & Joanne Krebs 
27th Ed & Betsy Wiegel 
28th Kerry & Kate Black 
 
 
 

AUGUST LITURGISTS 
7th Debbie Loken 
14th Joan Blaser  
21st Janice Ruf 
28th Marjean Sutherland  


