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September, 2021 
 
Picking and Choosing 
 
I was looking ahead at the Scripture texts offered in the lectionary for 

our worship time in the fall months and realized I would like your input on the direction we 
should go. 
 
The lectionary always provides both Old Testament and New Testament selections.  For this fall 
the New Testament focus is on the gospel of Mark.  It’s not a verse by verse treatment, but it 
does take up significant portions of this earliest and shortest of the four gospels.  Mark is a great 
place to begin exploring the life and teachings of Jesus. 
 
The Old Testament offerings are more diverse—passages from prophets like Isaiah, Jeremiah 
and Amos, the story of the brave queen Esther and the faithful friend and daughter-in-law Ruth, 
the earliest Creation story in Genesis 2, the trials of Job, the story of Daniel and more. 
 
You can’t go wrong either way, of course.  There is always a surplus of good material.  And with 
either, the connections to be found between Scripture and our lives today, while often 
challenging and sometimes even unwelcome, are always beneficial. 
 
It has long been my opinion that worship and preaching ought to be much more of a community 
endeavor than we typically make them.  And so, I am offering you the opportunity to express 
your preference.  It may be that we will have an equal number of votes for both the Old 
Testament and New Testament options.  If that happens, I’ll make the decision.  But if the 
congregation shows a clear preference one or the other, that’s the direction we will head. 
 
So please, make your wishes known.  Drop me an email at bradbrookins7@gmail.com or use 
the church email at immanuelucc@centurytel.net.  We will be starting this series on September 
12 when we return to the 10 a.m. worship time. 
 
Also beginning on September 12, we will re-convene the Adult Bible Study and will meet at 9 
a.m. in the fellowship hall.  At our first meeting we will have a conversation on the direction you 
would like this class to take.  I won’t presume to know what you want from this class and there is 
so much to choose from that I am open to letting it go in whatever direction the group will find 
most helpful. 
 
And finally, a quick word of thanks.  As you know, we are, for the time being, requiring everyone 
to wear masks inside the sanctuary on Sunday mornings.  I have received several emails and 
comments from people who see this as the right thing to do to protect all of our people.  And last 
Sunday everyone who came to church was wearing a mask.  On behalf of the entire 
congregation—especially those who can’t get vaccinated and those who simply can’t afford the 
risk of a break through case of Covid if they are vaccinated, Thank You! for your considerate 
and kind cooperation. 
 
Always in hope, 
Brad Brookins 
Interim Pastor 



 

 

 

 

CHURCH COUNCIL 

The August Church Council meeting was held on August 17th, 2021. 
 

Members Present: Roy Berrey, JoAnn Geissbuhler, Roy Hardt, Fritz 
Hirsbrunner, Brandi Ruf-Wepking, Sheila Siegler, Jean Stauffacher, Randy 

Ubersox, Pastor Brad Brookins. Absent: Dave Sutherland, Matt Ubersox. 
 
The July Minutes were accepted as presented.   
 
Reports: 
Financial – The Financial Report was accepted as presented. 
 
Pastor – 3-month contract will end in August. The Council approved renewing the pastor’s contract 
for 3 more months.  This Sunday will be the last in the summer question series services.  Adult 
Sunday school will resume Sept. 12th when services begin at 10 a.m. again and continue while 
church is in person.  Covid situation is worsening.  Lafayette County is at moderate risk status.  We 
will continue to monitor with possibility of a mask recommendation.  The Worship Committee will 
address this with considerations from a church member who wishes to keep masks optional.  
There are 3-4 people interested in joining the church.  Brandi Ruf will give names and phone 
numbers to Pastor and he will reach out to each.  Pastor Brad will put together a plan for accepting 
new members since it appears we don’t have a set plan, he will forward this to the board members 
within the week. 
 
Christian Education – No 8th graders this year; therefore, there will not be a confirmation class.  We 
only have 2 teachers committed for Sunday school.  Therefore, school will put on hold on beginning 
classes until we can find additional teachers and allow time to see how Covid affects school.  
Approx. 20-25 children between the ages of pre-school to 5-7th grades are predicted this year.  
 
Building and Grounds – the building and grounds fund only has $6,800.00 for soffit repair and is 
$2,100.00 short.  The Council approved taking funds from the Frieda Baxter fund in the amount of 
$2,200.00 to pay the remaining cost of the soffit repair.  Stained glass repair is on hold temporarily.  
 
Mission Team – Spoke with Jared Reuter and the apple pie sale will be conducted at IUCC this year.  
Sheila Siegler shared that the mission team had an inspiring and good week serving homeless in the 
Biloxi, MS area.  
 
Pastor/Parish – group met and had engaging conversation about success of the summer question 
series.  The committee will work on a job description/role of participation/expectations for 
worship services that can be shared with new incoming pastors. 
 
Women’s Guild – meeting is tomorrow.  
 
Search Committee – process is still ongoing and working on interview questions. 
  
The next Council meeting will be September 15th at 6:15 p.m.  
 



 
 

 

WORSHIP TIME CHANGE 

On September 12th, the Fall worship time will change back to 10:00 

a.m.  Adult Bible Study will start at 9:00 am. as well. 

 

 

 
 
 

 WOMEN’S GUILD  
 
Women’s Guild Members 
 
Until further notice Women’s Guild will not be holding monthly 
meetings due to a possible increase of COVID.  We will be 

evaluating our return to monthly meetings on a monthly basis.  Thank you for your 
understanding in this matter. 
 
Women’s Guild Officers 

 

 
 
 
 
WHAT IS HAPPENING AT IMMANUEL? 
 
Friends, 
 
Several weeks ago the Church Council tasked the 

Worship Committee with responsibility for tracking developments in the Covid-19 pandemic and 
also drawing and updating, as necessary, guidelines for keeping the church open for in person 
worship. 
 
As you know, the Covid situation has worsened once again.  We are in the middle of a 4th surge 
with the much more contagious and dangerous Delta variant of the virus spreading through our 
region at a very fast pace.  Just yesterday the CDC Covid Tracker web site 
(https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/?) moved Lafayette County into the High Transmission 
category (over 100 cases per 100,000 population).  The map below shows all the Wisconsin 
counties with high Covid transmission (shown in red).  All the adjacent counties in Minnesota, 
Iowa and Illinois are also experiencing high transmission. 
 
The situation is serious.  And while we hope this won’t happen, there is every reason to think 
things could get much worse before they get better.  The pandemic is already hitting far too 
close to home.  JoAnn and Bruce Geissbuhler have both contracted Covid.   JoAnn, who was 
vaccinated, has a very mild case but Bruce, who was not vaccinated, has been transferred to 
UW Hospital in Madison and is quite ill. 

https://wixsite.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4f17b2c21f3b3c137ddcfe89f&id=4882576d0b&e=ae0b345464


Recognizing the seriousness of what we are facing and hoping to both protect all of our 
members and keep the church open for worship, the Worship Committee, in consultation with 
some members of the Council, have decided to revise our Covid guidelines to the following: 
 
Effective tomorrow, August 21, and continuing until further notice— 

1. If you have an underlying medical condition that would make contracting Covid especially 
dangerous for you, please think carefully about joining the in-person worship at this time, 
whether or not you are vaccinated.  Services will be available live on Facebook and will 
be recorded.  

 
2. Everyone over the age of 2 will be required to wear a mask covering the mouth and nose 

while inside the building, regardless of your vaccination status.  Serious medical 
exceptions will be allowed. 

 
3. Social distancing in the sanctuary is strongly encouraged.  Family groups may sit 

together but others should maintain a cautious distance. 
 

4. The Covid vaccines are safe, effective and the quickest way out of this pandemic mess.  
If you are not vaccinated, and unless your doctor advises you otherwise, please get your 
shot soon.  If you have unvaccinated family or friends please urge them to get their shot.  
 

It is very important that we have everyone’s cooperation and compliance with these updated 
guidelines.  The more we look out for each other and help each other the sooner we will get to 
whatever normal will be in our future.  Please note: our failure to comply will put our in-person 
worship services at risk, and we really do not want that to happen. 
We are a people who hope, but we are also people who act when necessary for the good of all. 
Thanks in advance for your understanding and cooperation. 
 
In Hope, 
The Worship Committee 
 

 
 
 
PASTORAL CARE 
If you know of any church member that would appreciate a 
pastoral visit, please let Janice Ruf know and she will follow 
up with the contact, or contact Pastor Brad Brookins at 608-
669-2926. 
 

 

 
THANK YOU 
I would like to thank the following people for helping to deliver Meals 
on Wheels for the month of August:  Ric and Linda King, Marjean 
and Dave Sutherland. Connie and Randy Ubersox, and Erin and 
Lilly Ritchie.  Thank you so much for helping with this much needed 

service to the community. 
 
Diane Ritchie 
Meals on Wheels Coordinator 



 
MAKING CONTRIBUTIONS ONLINE 

Immanuel United Church of Christ is now able to offer the option of online 
giving.  This is done through our Churchtrac program.  There are three 
options to give:  Credit/Debit card, ACH/Checking, and SMS/Text 
giving.  There is a small cost to IUCC to be able to do this but it is 
minimal.  The most cost effective way to give online is to do the 
ACH/Checking option.  The cost for IUCC is only $.25 a 

transaction.  Credit/Debit card has a cost of 2.2% plus 30 cents for each transaction.  SMS/Text 
giving utilizes a credit/debit card so the cost would be the same.  You will be credited for your 
full donation and IUCC will pay the fee to the company.  

If you are logged into Churchtrac (https://iucc.churchtrac.com/), the donation will go directly into 
your account.  You are able to select different categories you would like your donation to go 
to.  For example, $200 donation - $180 to General Operations and $20 to OCWM.  The money 
gets directly deposited into the Church bank account.  The company Churchtrac uses for this is 
Stripe and our account is all set up with them.  They receive the fee for their service through the 
transactions that are completed.  The transaction will show up on your account as Immanuel 
UCC. There is a step by step process help guide that can be accessed by clicking the link at the 
top of the e-mail that was previously sent to you, or the link on our website.  

If you already have or would prefer to have your bank send your donation to the Church via 
check, that option has not changed. 

If you need any help getting this set up, please feel free to reach out to Marjean Sutherland at 
608-482-0091 or e-mail marjeans@hotmail.com.  

 

 

 

THANK-YOU, THANK-YOU, THANK-YOU 

I would very much like to thank all the church people who got me out of 

the church on the day I had my stroke.  I was lucky to be in church that 

day instead of home alone!  I am doing quite well although I have a ways to go. 

God Bless You All, 

Nathalie Ruf 

 

 

 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Sept. 5 – Communion during worship 
Sept. 6 – Labor Day 
Sept. 12 – Fall worship schedule starts with worship at 10:00 a.m.  
Adult Bible Study will start at 9:00 a.m. 
Sept. 15 – Church Council Meeting at 6:15 p.m. 
Sept. 20 – Deadline for October newsletter articles  

https://iucc.churchtrac.com/
mailto:marjeans@hotmail.com


  



 
 

 
 
 
 
SEPTEMBER 
BIRTHDAYS 

1st LeeAnne Ruef 
4th Harold Douglas 
 Dante Glendenning 
 Brody Hinderman 
5th Randy Meier 
 Tana Risseeuw 
6th Sam Meier 
9th Joanne Krebs 
11th Rodney Lindell 
12th Christy Meier 

David Sutherland 
13th Randy Loken 
15th Tyler Duerst 
17th Ryker Lewin 
18th Irving Ruef 
20th Bruce Jenson 
23rd Gary Martin 
 Daphne Milestone 
24th Ron Ubersox 
25th Christa Jenson 
28th MaryLou Tuescher 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SEPTEMBER 
LITURGISTS 
5th Joan Blaser 
12th JoAnn 
Geissbuhler 
19th Amy Ruegsegger 
26th Marjean Sutherland 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
SEPTEMBER 
ANNIVERSARIES 

4th Ann & Jared Reuter 
8th MaryLou & Bill Tuescher 
10th Dave & Marjean Sutherland 
14th Don & Peggy Rolli 
16th Randy & Christy Meier 
17th Randy & Debbie Loken 
18th Pastor Brad & Lorna Brookins 
20th Lisa & James Reilly 
29th Irving & LeeAnne Ruef 
  
 
 
 
  
    
 

Deadline for the 
October newsletter 
articles is 
September 20, 
2021. 


