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Newsletter December 2022 
 
The season of Advent has arrived and Christmas is coming.  We 
worry about shopping, good deals, and the last possible shipping 
dates so our gifts arrive on time.  I want to tell you a secret: Our God 
already got everyone the perfect gift and Jesus arrives on time! 
 
We look forward to our traditional lighting of the candles of our 
Advent Wreath – Hope, Love, Joy, and Peace.  We are reminded of 

these words from John 1 “What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of 
all people.  The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overtake it.”   Candles 
remind us of that light. 
 
We look forward to decorating Christmas trees, singing Christmas songs, exchanging gifts, and 
celebrating with family, friends, and co-workers.  In five weeks, we will be celebrating Christmas 
day! 
 
For some of us, these traditions get us focused on memories of the Christmas seasons from 
long ago.  For others, we are making new memories.  I want you to consider the possibility of 
some extra activities you can participate in at home each day or week during Advent.  We can 
re-read the story of Jesus’ birth in Matthew 1 or Luke 2.  We can also think about how we can 
fulfill the new commandment Jesus gave us:  “I give you a new commandment, that you love 
one another.  Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another.  By this everyone will 
know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.”  Pray for peace in this 
troubled world.  We see so much conflict both near to us and far away, let us continue to hope 
and pray for peace. 
 
Remember this is a special season for us as Christians.  The coming of Jesus is something that 
was predicted by the prophets of the Old Testament, and all these thousands of years later, we 
still look forward to the arrival of God in a baby's form – a Savior named Jesus. 
 

Bill Whitford 

 

 

 
 

CHURCH COUNCIL 

The Church Council met on November 16, 2022.  Members present at 
the meeting were: Roy Berrey, Fritz Hirsbrunner, Sheila Siegler, Jean 
Stauffacher, Randy Ubersox, Brandi Ruf-Wepking, Dave Sutherland, and 
Nancy Slama.  

 
The Council approved the minutes as presented.  The Council approved the financial report as 
presented.  
 
 



 
Reports: 

President Report 
Christmas Decorating: Nov 20th after service led by Roy and Pam 
Salvation Army Bell Ringers-Marjean set up Nov 25 (3-7pm) and Nov 26 (10-2) 
Christian Education Committee – Sunday school going great. Confirmation is going 

good as well.  
Building and Grounds Committee – update given.  Add list of items to be worked on 

and cost projected to the Annual Report for members.  
Mission Team – update given including financial report. Dates have been picked for 

2023. Team to hold meeting in beginning of 2023. 
Stewardship Committee – Thanks for Pack ‘Em In Sunday, 67 members and family 

participated. Feedback was good. 
EF & G Committee – Janice is sending out Thanksgiving cards to elderly members. 
Endowment Committee – update given. Fund is down 20% as the economy struggles.  
Pastor-Parish Committee – update given. 
Woman’s Guild – Thanks for Chili Supper and bake sale was a success. Poinsettias will 

be purchased for sanctuary. Christmas party will be December 7th at noon.  
Worship Committee – Communion on Christmas Eve is planned. Children will have 

something on December 18th.  Roy and Brandi will coordinate.  
Search Committee – the candidate who visited us has declined our offer of a settled 

position with IUCC. 
 

Old Business 
Evaluations Update 
Parsonage Renovation – Joel Geissbuhler will give us a cost estimate hopefully by 
January meeting. Brandi will contact another builder for an estimate also.  
Nominating Committee – Jordan Hinderman is interested but needs to complete new 

member classes first.  Sheila Siegler has agreed to stay on for another term. (Brandi Ruf-
Wepking, Dave Sutherland and Kate Black were appointed by the council to serve on the 
nominating committee 2021. First year.)  

Church Trac and Church Use Calendar – only 3 have access to the calendar so this 
cannot be used by the congregation. Use agreement has been updated also.  

 
New Business 

Budget – attached to email. Fritz reviewed the projected budget.   
New Member Class – 4 interested parties. Bill Whitford will hold 3 classes after Sunday 

service in December 4th, 11th, and 18th. New member ceremony will January 8th. 
OCWM Pledge – will await letter asking for a pledge. Will revisit when we have that in 

hand.  
Christmas gifts for positions – chamber bucks can be used locally. Roy will purchase 

for the council. Amount will be $25 each.  
Poinsettias for Altar – Deb Loken will purchase 
Bill Whitford Contract – January 1st is the expiration date. Fritz will discuss with Bill 

about extending for 6 months more. Council approved extending Bill’s contract through July 2, 
2023. 

 
The next Council meeting will be Wednesday, December 21, 2022 at 6:15 p.m. 

 
 

 
 



 
 
WOMEN’S GUILD 
 
The Women’s Guild would like to thank everyone who 
participated in anyway at the Chili Supper held in October.  We 

had wonderful donations of food and bake goods for the supper/bake sale.  We took in 
approximately $2,000 after expenses and are so thankful for our churches support.  We will be 
using this money for any future projects that may need to be done at church. 
 
We are also sending out postcards the 1st week of December to the congregation for the yearly 
monetary donations to Women’s Guild.  Whatever amount that can be given would greatly be 
appreciated and will be used for our local community obligations and other organizations that we 
donate to each year. 
 
Lastly, a reminder that the Women’s Guild Christmas party will be held on December 7th at 
Noon.  It will be potluck, please bring a small dish to pass or dessert.  Sandwiches will be 
provided.  Please bring a $5 gift if you wish to participate in a game after lunch.  Hope to see 
everyone at the party so we can enjoy each other’s company and have a great lunch. 
 
Thank you 
 
Debbie Loken 
Guild President 
 
 

 
 

 
 
THANK YOU!! 
Thank you to my church family for the cards and prayers 
following my fall and surgery.  I will be having some physical 
therapy in the future and appreciate your continued prayers. 
 

Tana Risseeuw 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
SUNDAY SCHOOL CHRISTMAS PROGRAM 
On December 18th there will be a Sunday School Christmas 
Program during worship.   
 
 

 
 



 
 

 
CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE 
The Christmas Eve Service at Immanuel will be at 5:00 p.m.  Please 
come and join in the celebration of the birth of Jesus.   
 
 
 

 
 
 

  
 

 
PASTORAL SEARCH UPDATE 
 
We had a pastor candidate and his wife visit us on October 20.  The 
committee was very excited about the possibility of him becoming 
our pastor.  The visit went well and they seemed very interested; 
however, they chose a church that was closer to their family.  They 

said they felt a real connection with us, that we could not have done anything different to change 
the decision and our hospitality was above and beyond anything expected. 
 
Though we are disappointed, we also know this is in God’s hands and his time.  We will keep 
accepting profiles and be patient.  The right pastor is still out there for us so keep praying. 
  
 

 
 
 
 

 
PASTORAL CARE 
If you know of any church member that would appreciate 
a pastoral visit, please let Janice Ruf know and she will 
follow up with the contact.    You can contact Janice at 608-
553-4182. 

 
 
 

 
October 2022 Financial Information 

 
  October   Year to Date       Year to Date 

   2022 Budget      2022  Budget 
Contributions/Revenue  $  9,046 $  6,500 $ 70,346  $ 65,225 
Expenses    $  5,871 $  7,079 $ 68,909  $ 83,384 
Net Gain/(Loss)  $  3,175 $   (579) $   1,437  $(18,159) 
 

 



 

 

Wishing all of you a happy, healthy 

and safe Christmas season.   

Merry Christmas! 
 

 

 

 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Dec. 4 – New Member Class after worship 
Dec. 7 – Women’s Guild Christmas party at noon 
Dec. 11 – New Member Class after worship  
Dec. 18 – Sunday School Christmas Program during 
worship 

New Member Class after worship 
Dec. 21 – Church Council Meeting at 6:15 p.m. 
Dec. 24 – Christmas Eve Service at 5:00 p.m.  
Dec. 25 – MERRY CHRISTMAS 
Dec. 26 – Deadline for January newsletter articles 
Jan. 8 – New Member Ceremony during worship 
Jan. 16 – Deadline for Annual Report articles 
Jan. 29 – Annual Meeting after worship 
 

 
 
 



  



 

 
 

 
 

DECEMBER 
BIRTHDAYS 

1ST Diane Ritchie 
2nd  Chuck Gratz 
7th Janette Steger 
9th Kerry Black 
12th Maddox Reilly 
 Ron Blaser 
13th Cindy Pluemer 
17th Jaci Kammes 
24th Suzanne Marx 
25th Carol Glendenning 

Gary Paynter 
29th Ardith Kundert 
 Anthony Buss 
30th Mary Leahy 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

DECEMBER  
ANNIVERSARIES 

 
11th  Travis & Nicole Lewin 
12th Ron & Carol Johnson 
31st Sara & John Gleason 

Jay & Peggy Lancaster 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
DECEMBER LITURGISTS 
4th Joan Blaser 
11th Sheila Siegler 
18th Debbie Loken 
24th Christmas Eve  
25th Dante Glendenning 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Deadline for the 
January 
newsletter 
articles is  
December 26,  
2022. 

 

 


